CITY OF WIXOM
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026

Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 703 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

Present: Mayor: P. Beagle
Deputy Mayor: K. Gottschall
Councilmembers: P. Behrmann
T. Gronlund-Fox
J. Kennedy
N. O'Dea

V. Simmons

Also Present: City Manager Brown
Assistant City Manager Benson
City Clerk Opalko

AGENDA CHANGES: (None)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
CM-04-36-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gottschall and Gronlund-Fox to
approve the City Council Regular meeting minutes of April 14, 2026.

Vote: Motion Carried

CORRESPONDENCE:
1) Notice of Hearing for the Customers of DTE Electric, Case U-21595
2.) Notice of Hearing for the Customers of DTE Electric, Case U-22067

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None)

CITY MANAGER REPORTS:
1) Departmental Reports - March 2026

Councilmember Behrmann inquired about activity occurring behind the Wixom Logjistics
buildings and noted a delay in the installation of city signs. Mr. Benson reported that cleanup
activities were underway related to prior concrete crushing and brownfield work in that area.
He further stated that the next step for the signage project was installation within the City's
righf-of-woy and that he would follow up with the contractor regarding the timeline.

CONSENT AGENDA:
CM-04-37-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Behrmann to
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included:

1) Approve to receive and file:
a. Zoning Board Meeting Minutes of December 8, 2025
b. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of April 6, 2026
2.) Recommendation to Set May 12, 2026 as the Date for Two Public Hearings to
Consider an Application for the Establishment of an Industrial Development District
at 29837 S. Wixom Road and to Consider and Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption
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Certificate Request by Quality Engineering Company in Accordance with Public Act
198 of 1974, as Amended

3.) Recommendation to Set May 12, 2026 as the Date for a Public Hearing to Consider
the Sale of Surplus City Property at 119, 121, 131, 201, 205 and 221 N. Wixom, and 3343
and 3360 Renton in Accordance with Section 316050 (Sale of Economic
Development Property) of the Code of Ordinances

Vote: Motion Carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None)

NEW BUSINESS:

1) Recommendation to Accept the Bid from Hartwell Cement Company of Oak Park, M
for Sidewalk Replacement and Road Upgrades for $100,000 from Safety Path
Construction Account #223-555-971.390 and $150,000 from Concrete Industrial Road
Repairs Account #203-554-971.399

CM-04-38-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Behrmann to accept
the bid from Hartwell Cement Company of Oak Park, Ml for Sidewalk Replacement and
Road Upgrades for $100,000 from Safety Path Construction Account #223-555-971.390 and
$150,000 from Concrete Industrial Road Repairs Account #203-554-971.399.

Vote: Motion Carried

2.) Recommendation to Award the Bid for West End Commons Construction to DA
Contracting LLC of Southfield, Ml for a Construction Cost Including Contingency and
Furnishings of $1,118,802 and Authorize a Proposal for Construction Engineering
Services from Hubbell, Roth, and Clark for $180,000 for a Total Project Budget Not-
to-Exceed Cost of $1,298,802 from West End Commons Capital Account #401-751-
971.547 as Recommended by the Downtown Development Authority

CM-04-39-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Simmons and Gronlund-Fox to
award the bid for West End Commons Construction to DA Contracting LLC of Southfield,
MI for a construction cost including contingency and furnishings of $1,118,802 and authorize
a proposal for construction engineering services from Hubbell, Roth, and Clark for $180,000
for a total project budget not to exceed cost of $1,298,802 from West End Commons Capital
Account #401-862-971.547 as recommended by the Downtown Development Authority.

Mr. Benson described the West End Commons project as a proposed downtown pocker pork
that would include an entertainment stage, fire feorure, seating, restfroom foci|i’ries, and green
space. He stated that the current action would allow the City to proceed with construction
and engineering services. He also outlined the three primary cost components: construction
and contingency, furnishings, and engineering.

Councilmember Behrmann expressed support for the project and indicated that the bids
appeared reasonable. He raised questions regording the engineering costs, noting that they
exceeded ’rypico| percentages and had not been comperi’rive|y bid. He emphosized the
importance of ensuring fees were appropriate.
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Mr. Mike Darga of Hubbell, Roth, and Clark explained that additional coordination would
be required for project elements such as the fire feature and that the scope included review
time plus potential grant-related assistance. He noted that the engineering estimate included
contingency for unknown conditions.

Mr. Benson stated that contingency funds were included due to uncertainties identified during
the preliminary phase. He clarified that the $180,000 represented a maximum amount and
that actual costs were expected to be lower. Also, the City was being billed on the amount of
hours they accrue and not a flat fee.

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox inquired about the contractor’s prior experience with similar
projects. Mr. Darga indicated that the contractor had relevant experience in landscaping,
brickwork, and concrete installations.

Deputy Mayor Gottschall requested clarification on the rationale for not selecting the lowest
bidder. Mr. Benson explained that the lowest bid did not meet the Request for Proposal
specifico‘rions, particularly regarding restroom design, and that the proposal could not be
adequately clarified. He also noted concerns about fairness and consistency among bidders.

Deputy Mayor Gottschall asked how they would stack up to everyone else if they were to
remove the bathroom from the bid. He struggled with paying an additional $125,000 because
they couldn’t work things out with the contractor.

Mr. Darga added that the restroom proposed by the lowest bidder did not meet the project
specifico‘rions. Discussion followed regarding cost comparisons and project scope.

Mayor Beagle stated that the lowest bid did not meet the required criteria and therefore was
not considered complete.

Councilmember O'Dea expressed support for moving forward with the project, noting the
importance of responsiveness and overall proposal quality.

Mayor Beagle expressed support for the project and acknowledged the efforts of the
Downtown Development Authority. He felt this would become another jewel in the City where
people could enjoy the downtown.

Vote: Motion Carried
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None)

CITY MANGER COMMENTS:

Mr. Brown recognized employees celebrating work anniversaries in May.

Mr. Benson reminded attendees that the Downtown Development Authority’'s Derby Day race
would be held on Saturday, May 2, and noted that participation opportunities remained
available.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Councilmember Behrmann thanked the Department of Public Works for addressing the
concerns at Mack Park.

Councilmember Kennedy expressed appreciation to the Downtown Development Authority
for the West End Commons design and stated he looked forward to the project’s completion.

Councilmember Simmons looked forward to attending the Derby Day event.
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Councilmember O'Dea expressed support for the Derby Day participants and volunteers and
noted she would be unable to attend as she would be at her daughter’s graduation from the
University of Michigan.

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox congratulated the employees celebrating work anniversaries,
especially John Bartell on 22 years of service.

Deputy Mayor Gottschall noted a correction regarding Bryan Kalis length of service with the
Fire Department, and requested it be updated.

Mayor Bedg|e thanked employees for their service and expressed support for the upcoming
Derby Day event.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Crystal Opalko
City Clerk

Approved: May 12, 2026




