
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Deputy Mayor: K. Gottschall 
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann   
       T. Gronlund-Fox  
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea  
    V. Simmons  
      
Also Present: City Manager Brown 
      Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
      Fire Chief Geistler  
      Chief of Police Langmeyer 
                   City Clerk Opalko 
 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES: 
Mr. Brown made the following changes to the agenda: 

 Amend New Business #1 to read: Approval of the purchase and installation of 
replacement computers through the State of Michigan’s Master Computing 
MiDEAL Program for a total cost amended from $30,939.29 to $30,991.43 from 
City’s Network Account #441-283-971.322 and authorize the City Manager to execute 
the purchase 

 Add New Business #6: Submittal of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget 
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall made the following change to the agenda: 

 Amend New Business #5 to read: Recommendation and Request to Convene a 
Closed Session of the City Council after Council Comments, in Accordance with the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act, to Consider the Purchase or Lease of Real Property 
Pursuant to, and authorized by, MCL 15.268(d) 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-04-28-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Behrmann to 
approve the City Council Regular meeting minutes of March 24, 2026.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.) Wixom Public Library Millage Renewal  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None) 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS: 

1.) Fire Report – February 2026 
2.) Police Report – February 2026 

 
There were no comments or questions regarding either report.  
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CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-04-29-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Behrmann to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Wixom Library Board Meeting Minutes of February 23, 2026 
b. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of March 16, 2026 

2.) Recommendation to Accept the Easement Granted by the Property Owner Located 
at 1725 North Wixom Road for $3,263.40 from Major Road Engineering Account 
#202-663-974.400 

3.) City Council Proclamation – ALS Awareness Month May 2026 
4.) Recommendation to Authorize a Resolution to Decertify a Portion of Flamingo Road 

Located North of Loon Drive 
5.) Recommendation to Adopt the West Nile Virus Reimbursement Resolution 

Designating DPW Foreman Russ Pierson as the City’s Authorized Agent (“Agent”) for 
the Purpose of Securing Reimbursement Through the Oakland County West Nile Virus 
Fund Program 

6.) Recommendation to Uphold the Denial Presented to Ms. Giuliana Fortune by the 
Police Records Manager Concerning the Freedom of Information (FOIA) Request 
Received on February 10, 2026 

7.) Recommendation to Approve the Conditional Offer of Probationary Employment 
Supplement Agreement on Commercial Driver’s License A and Authorize the 
Department of Public Works Director to Sign Such Agreements with New and Future 
Employees 

8.) Recommendation to Approve Amendment No. 5 to the Wholesale Customer Service 
Contract with Great Lakes Water Authority and Authorize the Mayor to Sign the 
Amendment 
 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None) 
  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Approve the Purchase and Installation of Replacement 
Computers through the State of Michigan’s Master Computing MiDEAL Program for 
a Total Cost of $30,939.29 $30,991.43 from City Network Account #441-283-971.322 
and Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Purchase  

 
CM-04-30-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers O’Dea and Behrmann to approve 
the purchase and installation of replacement computers through the State of Michigan’s 
Master Computing MiDEAL Program for a total cost of $30,939.29 $30,991.43 from City’s 
Network Account #441-283-971.322 and authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase.  
 
Mr. Brown said 24 computers were scheduled to be replaced as they replaced 20% of its 
personal computers annually to manage the overall age of the equipment. The recent change 
in pricing resulted in the dollar amount being amended. The original quote was for computers 
that were no longer available; consequently, a similar product was being purchased for an 
increase of $52.17. Considering IT expressed they should purchase the computers relatively 
soon in order to avoid any additional price increases; they made the decision to purchase the 
computers on an emergency basis.    
   
  Vote:  Motion Carried   
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2.) Recommendation to Review the Draft 2026 Master Plan dated April 14, 2026, 
Authorize the Distribution of the Plan, and Initiate the 63-Day Public Comment Period 
as Recommended by the Planning Commission  

 
CM-04-31-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Gronlund-Fox to review 
the draft 2026 Master Plan dated April 14, 2026, authorize the distribution of the plan, and 
initiate the 63-day public comment period as recommended by the Planning Commission.  
 
Matteo Passalacqua of Carlisle Wortman displayed a slide show detailing the key findings 
they’ve learned throughout this process. He explained how they didn’t rewrite the Master Plan 
but made significant changes considering so much changed since 2020. The Planning 
Commission recommended approving this draft plan as it was structured to build upon goals 
and visions outlined in the 2012 draft and the 2020 Master Plan. Some of the updates 
included a revision of future land use designations for commercial and industrial areas, 
introducing mixed-use overlays (industrial/commercial and residential/commercial) on the 
Future Land Use Map, separation of the Village Center Area (VCA) designation to 
correspond with zoning designations on the Future Land Use Map, inclusion of a base 
buildout scenario for the VCA to illustrate the vision of the downtown, expand and implement 
specific goals and timelines, and identify future roadway and pedestrian pathway connections. 
He explained how the Council had the ability to return the draft plan to the Planning 
Commission for further consideration or authorize the distribution and initiate the 63-day 
public comment period. Once the 63-day time period was complete, the Planning Commission 
would review all the comments and conduct a public hearing, then ask City Council to approve 
the Master Plan.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox appreciated the process and was pleased with the product 
overall. She noted a lot of the feedback from residents and business owners seemed to be 
similar in nature. Based on the remarks she read in public comment, she suggested they take 
an opportunity to educate the public on signage as there seemed to be some confusion in 
that regard.  
 
Councilmember Simmons believed folks would like to have more night life in the downtown 
and didn’t see any of that within the draft plan. She hoped they would consider looking into 
that as it was important to people. Mr. Passalaqua said they could tweak the language to 
define a permitted use for night life within the VCA.   
 
Councilmember Behrmann recalled holding a joint meeting with the other boards and coming 
to the conclusion that there was too much commercial in the VCA core buildout. He stated 
he was surprised to see a similar diagram within this plan. 
 
Mr. Benson said they aligned themselves with the proposed Future Land Use Map. He asked 
if there were specific areas that shouldn’t be purely commercial and were they open to 
residential because if so then they should consider changing the future land use designation 
to transitional.  
 
Considering they were having a difficult time getting Renton and the other retail sites built, 
Councilmember Behrmann thought it was an unrealistic expectation to get commercial 
throughout the entire area. He suggested they define what areas could be classified as 
residential.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea asked what the future vision was for the strip malls within the City. 
Mr. Passalacqua explained that the whole point of the plan was to allow for a vision. Utilizing 
the Future Land Use Map and looking at the current market, this plan offered more options 
to what they previously had. They indicated there may not have been sufficient residential 
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development so supporting a plan that promoted mixed-use allowed for opportunities they 
didn’t have before.  
 
Mr. Passalacqua said they would proceed if the Council was comfortable distributing the plan 
to the neighbors, taking in feedback, hosting a public hearing, and compiling all the comments 
to implement the changes before the plan is brought back for adoption.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried   
   

3.) Recommendation to Approve a Resolution of Support for the Transfer of an Existing 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission Class C On-Premise Retail Liquor License and 
an Existing Specially Designated Merchant (SDM) Off-Premise Retail Liquor License 
and Authorize the Issuance of Sunday AM and PM Sales Permits, and Additional Bar 
Permit, and Outdoor Service Area Permit, a Specific Purpose (Food) Permit and a 
Social District Permit for NCM Wixom, LLC at 48992 & 49000 Pontiac Trail, Wixom, 
Michigan and Authorize the Updated Social District Map 

 
CM-04-32-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Gronlund-Fox to 
approve a resolution of support for the transfer of an existing Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission Class C On-Premise Retail Liquor License and an existing Specially Designated 
Merchant (SDM) Off-Premise Retail Liquor License and authorize the issuance of Sunday 
AM and PM sales permits, and additional bar permit, and outdoor service area permit, a 
specific purpose (food) permit and a Social District Permit for NCM Wixom, LLC at 48992 
& 49000 Pontiac Trail, Wixom, Michigan and authorize the updated social district map. 
 
Mr. Benson explained that NCM Wixom, LLC recently purchased Alex’s Pizzeria and Volare 
Ristorante at 48992 and 49000 Pontiac Trail. They were requesting approval for transferring 
an existing quota Class C Liquor License and a quota SDM License from Allesandro’s Inc. as 
part of purchase of the business. He explained that City Council Resolution #2005-32, the 
City suspended consideration of new quota on-premises liquor license applications for all 
establishments located outside the VCA. The resolution was issued after Alessandro’s, Inc. was 
issued their license, therefore, such agreement was not in place on this specific license. He 
added that the application was recently reviewed by all affiliated staff and nothing was amiss. 
Historically the City required an agreement to be signed with the applicant for a new quota 
license basically agreeing not to transfer the licenses outside of the City. The applicant 
declined to sign the agreement.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann wished them all the success and was comfortable approving the 
license transfer contingent on signing the agreement indicating they wouldn’t take the license 
outside the City. He explained how they’ve been really focused on developing the downtown 
area and potentially losing a license wouldn’t be a benefit the City.  
 
Joseph Nasfu of NCM Wixom, LLC understood the City’s goal was to develop the downtown; 
nevertheless, he hoped they could understand that he purchased these businesses with an 
unrestricted liquor license. He indicated that he planned to keep Volare Ristorante the same 
and open up the dining area at Alex’s Pizza. He signed a long-term lease with the landlord 
in hopes of having a thriving business in the downtown. 
 
Councilmember O’Dea asked what the historical process was when the City dealt with liquor 
license transfers. Mr. Brown said the City received a certain number of Class C licenses and 
when a license was taken out of the City, it wasn’t replaced with another.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox wondered what would happen if this wasn’t approved. Mr. 
Benson said the Michigan Liquor Control Commission could still approve the transfer or it 
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would be denied. She stated she did not understand why they wouldn’t sign the agreement 
when they didn’t have any intention on leaving the City.  
 
Mr. Nasfu understood where they were coming from but wanted them to understand that 
they were dramatically changing the value of this liquor license and that kind of restriction 
dramatically changed the deal that he made.  
 
Mr. Benson said a situation like this hasn’t come up since he’s been employed with Wixom. 
They had a license transfer into the City but it wasn’t a “City” quota license to begin with so 
there wasn’t any agreement. He agreed there was some room for improvement with this, but 
he believed that historically the agreements were affiliated with new quota licenses. 
 
Mr. Brown described a hypothetical circumstance of denying the license and as a result, 
Allesandro’s Inc. turned around and sold it to someone outside the City of Wixom. In that 
scenario they wouldn’t be able to do anything about it.   
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall pointed out that both businesses could be sitting vacant and if they 
turned this down there was potential for this license to be sold off outside of the City. He 
would go against everyone else and approve this transfer. He wasn’t in the business to take 
a hardline approach and the new business owner expressed his desire to stay in Wixom. He 
did not believe this was the appropriate method they should be taking to attract business.  
 
Councilmember Simmons was trying to get a clear picture on this process so they could move 
forward and not find themselves in this situation in the future. She suggested they approach 
all the businesses that have quota licenses and notify them of the agreement.  
 
Mr. Benson said on the second page of the application indicated that the City would not issue 
a new quota license to applicants unless the applicant was willing to agree that they would 
not transfer the license outside Wixom.  
 
Mr. Brown pointed out that administration recommended approval of this transfer absent the 
agreement because they recognized the lack of clarity in this situation considering the initial 
license was not subject to the agreement.  
 
Councilmember Simmons suggested they make a point to sit down and discuss how they could 
clarify this.  
 
Mr. Brown said the action from Council tonight would become a guide to how they proceed 
in similar situations moving forward or until Council decided on a policy thereafter.  
 
Councilmember Simmons preferred to have a real understanding before administration made 
their decision tonight a policy.  
 
Mr. Benson said they could always have a policy discussion in the future.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann was confused because the report within their packet recommended 
approval; yet, they received a letter before the meeting saying they shouldn’t approve it. Plus, 
he was told their decision tonight would become policy. He expressed concern for the 
application being put in the middle when they’ve expressed that it wasn’t their intent to take 
the license outside the City, furthermore, he thought the City was in a better position for 
having their business.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea was 100% in support of approving this transfer because the 
agreement was between the applicant and the seller and the City wasn’t not privy to it.  
 



Wixom City Council Meeting_________April 14, 2026                  __________Page 6 

 
Councilmember Kennedy noticed there wasn’t an actual agreement in place for that location 
considering it was grandfathered in and the liquor license was purchased because of that. If 
they were not going to approve it than the Michigan Liquor Control Commission may give it 
to them anyway and the business owner now becomes upset with the City.  
 
Mayor Beagle specified that this was not a personal attack on the applicant/business as it 
was their job to develop the downtown and a big tool in the toolbox was a liquor license. He 
indicated that this was an existing license and it didn’t seem fair to throw demands at him. 
He wished them all the luck and knew that the residents were excited to have another 
restaurant open.  
   
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
 

4.) Recommendation to Approve the Facilities Locate Agreement with Metro Fibernet, 
Providing for Reimbursement of City Costs Associated with the Installation of 
Telecommunications Infrastructure, and Authorize the City Manager to Sign the 
Agreement 

 
CM-04-33-26: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gottschall and Councilmember 
Gronlund-Fox to approve the Facilities Locate Agreement with Metro Fibernet, providing for 
reimbursement of City costs associated with the installation of telecommunications 
infrastructure, and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
 

5.) Recommendation and Request to Convene a Closed Session of the City Council after 
Council Comments, in Accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act, to Consider 
the Purchase or Lease of Real Property Pursuant to, and authorized by, MCL 15.268(d) 

 
CM-04-34-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Gronlund-Fox to 
convene a Closed Session of the City Council after Council Comments, in accordance with 
the Michigan Open Meetings Act, to consider the purchase or lease of real property pursuant 
to, and authorized by, MCL 15.268(d). 
 
 
 Roll Call Vote:  (7) AYES – Beagle, Behrmann, Gottschall, Gronlund-Fox, Kennedy, O’Dea, 

Simmons                      
                              
         (0)  NAY –     
     
     Motion Carried 
 
 

6.) Submittal of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget 
 
Mr. Brown said in accordance with the City Charter, Chapter 8, the City Manager should 
present a proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year no later than the first City Council 
meeting in April. He mentioned that a study session to go over the budget was being held on 
Tuesday, April 21st at 6:00 p.m. and they’ve recommended the Public Hearing considering the 
budget adoption be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. He indicated the proposed 
budget was provided to the Mayor and City Council electronically via email while the hard 
copies of the budget would be available Wednesday. In addition, the hard copies of the 
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budget would contain some of the highlights that they’ve previously covered verbally during 
the meeting.  
 
CM-04-35-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Gronlund-Fox to 
receive the City Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget and set May 26, 2026 
as the date to conduct a Public Hearing regarding the budget.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Tyler Mitchell of 31103 Lakeview Blvd explained that he was a graduate student who attended 
this meeting to talk about long-term community health access. He stated that behavioral 
health systems were being stretched too thin and costs were high. He understood funds coming 
in may not make it down to the local level. He said that older adults may be experiencing 
isolation and having difficulty getting support for their mental health. He stated that 
behavioral issues were not being addressed early enough and turning into a health crisis. Due 
to the lack of resources and prevention, the cost to treat these issues increase over time. He 
asked Wixom to look into this and try to influence partnerships so these concerns remained 
visible and considered in funding initiatives. He urged the City to continue to provide senior 
citizen wellness and programming. He stated that shelters were over crowded as they had 
upwards of 120 people a night. He stated that he volunteered at the Shelter Association-Ann 
Arbor in Washtenaw County.  
 
 
Dan Pelchat of 13261 Sumac Road, Green Oak Township introduced himself as a candidate 
for State Representative, District 49 which included Wixom. He was a lifelong resident of the 
district and was married with two children. He stated that he worked for South Lyon 
Community Schools for over 25 years. He served as Mayor in the City of South Lyon from 
2017 to November 2023. He planned on spending a lot of time over the next seven months 
making himself visible and learning what the City of Wixom and the nearby communities 
were working toward. His plan was to listen to voters and elected officials.  
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
Mr. Brown congratulated Drew Benson for earning the Economic Development Finance 
Professional (EDFP) certification from Grow America. This certification was a professional 
credential given to individuals who successfully completed an intensive economic 
development finance training series. The training provided individuals working in the field of 
economic development with instruction in business credit analysis, real estate financing, loan 
packaging, deal structuring and negotiating. Also, he shared that the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources (MDNR) named the Michigan Air Line Trail a “Pure Michigan Trail”.  
 
Mr. Benson – no comments 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Behrmann requested that DPW to lay grass seed and top soil down at Mack 
Park. He really wanted the park to look nice considering it was in the downtown. He addressed 
an email that he received regarding data centers. He assured the residents that he wouldn’t 
approve any data center around Pontiac Trail or north of Pontiac Trail as that was too close 
to existing residential.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy thanked Laura from the DDA for providing a tour of the downtown 
area. He saw a lot of the vision they had and looked forward to seeing it all come together. 
He congratulated Drew on his certification. He stated that while data centers passed decibel 
standards, they can still produce significant infrasound and could vibrate houses a mile away 
while running full speed. He learned the effects of this could cause anxiety and nausea. He 
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hoped the Planning Commission would also consider looking into this further as they continue 
to draft an ordinance.  
 
Councilmember Simmons thanked the Planning Commission for all their hard work on the 
Master Plan. She would like the Council and administration to discuss the liquor license 
agreements and figure out a policy. She stated that the discussion was difficult given that it 
occurred in front of the applicant. She congratulated Mr. Benson and the University of 
Michigan basketball team on winning the National Championship.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea congratulated Mr. Benson on earning his certification.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox offered her congratulations to Mr. Benson.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall thanked Mr. Mitchell for speaking at tonight’s meeting. He 
personally had a goal of getting the City more involved in charity work. He hoped everyone 
was thinking of how they could implement ways to partner with organizations in the area.   
 
Mayor Beagle thanked the department heads for putting together a budget and 
congratulated Mr. Benson.  
 
 
Council recessed at 9:09 p.m. to go into Closed Session. They rose from Closed Session at 
9:53 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 

APPROVED: 
4/28/2026 


