
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Deputy Mayor: K. Gottschall 
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann   
       T. Gronlund-Fox 
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea  
    V. Simmons  
      
Also Present: City Manager Brown 
      Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
      Chief of Police Langmeyer 
      Fire Chief Geistler  
                   City Clerk Opalko 
 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES: 
City Manager Brown added the following items to the agenda: 

 Consent Agenda #4: Recommendation to Adopt a Resolution Approving the 
Renewal of the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with DIRECTV, 
LLC and Authorize Mayor Beagle to Sign the Renewal Agreement 

 

 Consent Agenda #5: Recommendation to Uphold the Denial Presented to Mr. Joshua 
Hunter by the City Clerk Concerning the Freedom of Information (FOIA) Request 
Received on February 11, 2026 

 

 New Business #3: Recommendation and Request to Convene a Closed Session of the 
City Council in Accordance with the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of 
Discussing the Periodic Personnel Evaluations of the City Clerk and the City 
Manager Pursuant to, and Authorized by MCL 15.268(a) 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  
1.) Public Hearing to Discuss the Proposed Construction of a New Wixom Elementary 

School at 3515 W. Maple by Walled Lake Consolidated School District (WLCSD) 
 
Mayor Beagle read the rules for Public Hearing and opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
then turned the floor over to City Manager Brown. 
 
Mr. Brown said this public hearing was in relation to the planned construction of the new 
Wixom Elementary School at 3515 W. Maple Road, Wixom, Michigan. While the City usually 
had oversight on construction within the city limits, Public Act 451 of 1976 designates that 
approval of plans for construction of school buildings was the sole jurisdiction of the Michigan 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. In spite of that, the Walled Lake Consolidated 
School District (WLCSD) had been cooperative and disclosed the plans with City 
administration. Some of the concerns the City had with the site plans haven’t been addressed 
by the WLCSD.  
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One of the City’s concerns is traffic because the existing schools throughout Wixom have 
traffic problems. Also, the site plan does not account for a sidewalk that would run on the 
south side of W. Maple, and they failed to provide details on occupancy load which played 
a factor in public safety (parking, number of fire hydrants, etc.) Additionally, the City hoped 
to see some roadway improvements on W. Maple. For instance, there was an existing road 
flare at Hedigham Blvd. and W. Maple that was appropriate for a T-Intersection but the 
plans call for a four-way intersection. He stated the City’s traffic experts said there should no 
longer be a road flare at that location because it would create an unsafe situation with sight 
lines. He mentioned that the City hoped to see acceleration and deceleration lanes, a left turn 
lane, and perhaps a traffic light. The City would like to see some improvements to the roadway 
because the location has potential of greater traffic concerns than the other schools in the 
City. He said if the residents felt inclined to appear before the Walled Lake School Board to 
voice their concerns, it was being held on April 9th at 7:00 p.m. at 850 Ladd Road in Walled 
Lake, Michigan. He suggested they arrive a little early because they had a process in place 
prior to speaking during public comment.  
 
Ryan Fisher– 2176 Hedigham Blvd. asked the Council to enforce a sidewalk in front of the 
school. He wondered where the children were supposed to walk. He hoped that common sense 
would prevail. His explained that Walled Lake Western High School recently went through a 
remodel and building addition; however, they never fixed the student parking lot so there’s 
potholes and flooding all over the place. Furthermore, he didn’t believe they had any plans 
to fix the gymnasium at the high school and that was over 50 years old with dangerous 
bleachers. He asked the City Council to do whatever they could to hold WLCSD accountable 
and install deceleration and acceleration lanes, a crosswalk, and sidewalk.   
 
Mike Dornan- 2192 Hedigham Blvd said he was dismayed by the impasse between the City 
and WLCSD relative to the Wixom Elementary site plan. He thought this was a community 
but based on the actions of WLCSD, it didn’t feel that way. He recalled how WLCSD held a 
ground breaking for the new school on November 11, 2025 when most of the municipal 
buildings, school, banks, etc. were closed and they didn’t give ample time to notify local 
officials. He was certain that if the City were to host a ribbon cutting for a major project, they 
would invite everyone from all over to attend and give plenty of notice. He believed building 
a new school was a big deal and it felt like they were being treated like they didn’t exist. He 
acknowledged that schools were exempt from local site plan review because the 
superintendent of the state approved the plans, which sounded like they were grading their 
own papers. He mentioned every school in the City had severe parking problems and they 
were all approved by the state. He stated that roads were not parking lots but Theodore, 
Loon Lake, and Charms Road all became parking lots because of the schools nearby. He did 
not want W. Maple to become a parking lot so he asked everyone to press the Walled Lake 
School Board to make the change. He indicated that Wixom required sidewalks to be installed 
from lot line to lot line with all new construction, and didn’t believe the elementary school 
should be any different.  
 
Cathy Brackney- 1902 Hopkins Drive said she’s lived in Wixom since 1987 and has seen traffic 
patterns change over the years. She said the traffic has gotten worse so she tried to avoid 
leaving her house between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. because it’s 
difficult to get out of her subdivision. She thought they desperately needed a left turn light 
at Maple Road and Wixom Road to help ease the congestion. She wondered why they didn’t 
move Wixom Elementary School to Geistler Middle School considering they just closed that 
school. She supposed that would ease up the traffic and Geistler Middle School already had 
a traffic signal. She was aware that WLCSD offices were set to be housed at Geistler Middle 
School, but she couldn’t imagine they would need that much space. She suggested the 
administration take over the old Wixom Elementary and use that considering they wouldn’t 
impact the traffic on Wixom Road with just the employees parking there. She didn’t think it 
would take very much to modify Geistler Middle School to an elementary school. She would 
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like something done about the traffic because it was getting worse and the new elementary 
school would only endure the same type of traffic concerns as the other schools in the area.  
 
Ken Anderson- 2092 Millstream Court has been a resident for over thirty years and was in 
favor of the new elementary school. He believed it would add to home values and influence 
home buyers. He would like to see a sidewalk installed in front of the school so the kids could 
walk and stay off the main road and a crosswalk installed so they could safely cross W. Maple. 
 
Mike McDonald- 2005 Lamella witnessed a high volume of school traffic and implored the 
superintendent do visit Charms Road at 7:30 a.m. and Loon Lake Road at 4:00 p.m. and 
make the determination for themselves. He couldn’t understand why the schools didn’t lay 
more asphalt to accommodate for the cars because they had the property. He suggested the 
City contact their local representatives and ask them to listen to their concerns. He believed 
the City could do something, but it would require sharpening their teeth and getting down to 
it. He stated that the Charms Road traffic was so bad during school drop off/pick up that if 
an emergency vehicle needed to get through, they would have difficulty.  
 
Joe Carley- 2205 Hedigham was a grandfather and took his grandson to Loon Lake 
Elementary twice a week. He said the west bound traffic on Loon Lake Road utilized a left 
turn lane and that was completely full of cars. The west bound traffic utilized the traffic loop 
in the school but cars filled up the loop and used the shoulder of Loon Lake Road. He couldn’t 
understand how the traffic would function at the new school because W. Maple didn’t have 
a left turn lane.  
 
Derick Hulet- 477 Fletcher thought the administration was doing a wonderful job of not taking 
a back seat in addressing the safety concerns about the new school. He imagined it would be 
pretty easy to say it was the school’s problem and leave it at that. He thought the City Council, 
administration, residents, and citizens of the school district knew what was best for the City 
of Wixom. He said if WLCSD couldn’t listen to the residents then why should the tax payers 
approve another bond proposal or millage renewal.     
 
Tom Rzeznik-1636 Weyhill Drive thought that parents started driving their children to school 
during COVID and never stopped. He questioned if parents realized their taxes included 
transportation. While he was part of City Council, he and the Chief of Police presented the 
school administration with an alternate traffic plan for Sarah Banks Middle School. They 
suggested the cars come in the east entrance and go behind the school and come out the 
west entrance, but that wasn’t done so it continued to be chaos. He would hate to see if a fire 
truck needed to get through during busy times because it would be pretty difficult. He thought 
the site plan for the new school needed to include a drop off and pickup circulation plan 
clearly marked out and a solution to the overflow. He would like to see a left turn lane and 
sidewalks added to the plan. He thought the school district should keep in mind that parents 
were now driving their children to school and they should accommodate that transition.  
 
Mitch Cantin- 3524 W. Maple said that his home was located across the street from the new 
school and thanked everyone for that.   
 
Gerald Stepp- 3481 Castlewood Court said that convenience wasn’t an excuse for lack of 
safety. Safety needed to be first and foremost in all aspects of our community, society, schools, 
and children. One of the items that he found missing was the omniscient power of the Walled 
Lake School Board overlooking liability. The traffic situations and lack of sidewalks could 
create a problem, and feared their lack of planning would put them all at risk. He asked them 
to keep safety in mind when they made any decisions. 
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Kyle Munro- 516 Hampton Court believes that sidewalks were necessary because there were 
residences on east and west side of the school. He would like the crossing to have a traffic 
signal that has green, yellow, and red lights because the hawk lights wouldn’t be adequate. 
He thought adding a right turn lane at Maple Road would be ideal.  
 
Nicholas Spagnuolo- 3066 Bennington Drive has two children that attended school at Wixom 
Elementary and his wife was an employee at Wixom Elementary. They were very happy about 
the new school. He believed this plan had a lot of improvements over the existing parking 
situation at the current Wixom Elementary. He noticed the site plan reflected unique 
entrances and exits for the buses which was an improvement. He stated that it wasn’t like 
they were going from a good situation to a potentially bad situation. There was obviously 
tons of traffic backup on Wixom Road so would be alleviated by moving the school. He 
imagined the residents that lived off Theodore were happy with the moving of the school. He 
thought a sidewalk installation would be good and a protected left on northbound Wixom 
onto Maple Road was something they should be able to do because that wouldn’t require 
any changes to the road, but instead a new traffic light at that intersection.  
 
John Bizon- 4037 Cameron Court said that during the closure of Pontiac Trail when Maple 
became the detour, many folks would speed down Maple Road taking the turn near the dirt 
section of the road way too fast. He agreed with everyone that safety was the number one 
concern. He thought if there ever was a traffic backup at that location, people would take an 
alternate way and that worried him because the curve W. Maple could be dangerous.  
 
Ron Nordstrom- 2477 Hedigham agreed that safety was a major concern. He recalled the 
City Manager saying they there wasn’t anything the City could do so the folks that voiced 
their opinion wouldn’t get any result. He suggested they utilize Landrow Road as it would 
connect W. Maple Road to Pontiac Trail. By extending that road, it would allow trucks to 
access Pontiac Trail without coming down toward the school. It would also give residents 
another option to get to Pontiac Trail. He stated that could be handled at the City level.   
 
Councilmember Behrmann thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. The comments made 
tonight were very similar to what was said by Council in regards to traffic safety and the 
sidewalk. He thought it would be nice to hear from someone from the school board but 
considering they were not going to comment, he suggested the residents go to the next Walled 
Lake School Board meeting and express their objections. The school board needed to hear 
what they were proposing wasn’t safe for the residents. He was excited for the new school as 
he felt it was great for the community, but it needed be handled the safe way.   
 
Mayor Beagle thanked Dr. Lonze and Walled Lake School Board Member Smith for 
attending the meeting. He hoped they would be willing to meet to discuss the new school and 
the traffic concerns at Loon Lake Elementary and Sarah Banks Middle School. 
 
Assistant City Manager Benson thanked Superintendent Dr. Lonze for his communication with 
the City. He was optimistic that they could partner with other groups to work together to find 
the solution and funding to these outcomes. He fully expected additional conversations would 
take place following this meeting.   
 
Mayor Beagle closed the Public Hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-03-19-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
approve the City Council meeting minutes of February 24, 2026.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 
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CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.) Mayor Beagle mentioned that a letter from Darby Hoppenstedt was at their place 
setting.  

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
Jessica Buck – 3014 Madison Street said over the last three years as the Chairperson for the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), their focus had been on pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Considering at the previous City Council meeting there were some concerns about 
the pedestrian refuges which resulted in the project being tabled, she was there to advocate 
for it. She recalled Council asking if the refuges could be placed in another part of the City 
and they could not because the grant required the refuges to be placed in the downtown 
area. Another concern was the maintenance and how the refuges would look unsightly if 
they were not upkept. She assured the dais the DDA wouldn’t want anything unattractive, 
and considering they employ a DPW employee that dedicated a lot of their time to address 
the downtown, the maintenance should be taken care of. The DDA’s sole purpose was to 
help bring people to the area and they found this to be a good solution to reduce the 
speed of traffic in the downtown while adding another measure of safety. She implored the 
as a resident of the downtown to approve the pedestrian refuges.   
 
Mike Dornan– 2192 Hedigham Blvd. was happy to see they received twelve bids for the 
Hillsborough/Millstream Subdivision Road improvement project. The low bid being 1.4 million 
dollars should leave around 1.5 million dollars in the approved budget. He believed the City 
would act responsibly and utilize some of the remaining funds to look into how they could 
make road improvements on W. Maple Road with the anticipated new elementary school 
location.  
 
Russ Meredith– 3718 Fletcher echoed the comments of Jessica Buck. Being that he was a 
resident of the downtown and walked frequently in the area, he had personally witnessed 
many cars speeding on Pontiac Trail. One of the reasons they needed to install the pedestrian 
refuges was to try and act as a traffic calming event. They’ve had several high-speed 
accidents, and for that reason they want to do everything they could to get folks to slow 
down.  
 
Vanessa Willett- 1455 Cranberry Court was a member of the DDA and said their goal was 
to make a walkable downtown. They want to invite business, economic growth, and property 
values to increase but that was difficult with the traffic going through the downtown. If they 
were going to support the growth in the downtown then they needed to make it a walkable 
community. She believed the DDA did a good job in receiving the Council’s support in making 
the downtown look appealing so they would do their best to make sure the pedestrian refuges 
looked great. She worried that if they turned down the grant funding, they wouldn’t have 
another opportunity to get funding.  
 
Nicholas Spagnuolo- 3066 Bennington Drive said he lived in the subdivision that was being 
considered for road repair under New Business #1. He asked that whatever changes planned 
for the entrance and exits of the subdivision take in account the new school. They could add 
a traffic signal or stop signs at that location. He suggested that any fiber projects should be 
taken care of at the same time considering the roads would already be torn up.  
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CITY MANAGER REPORTS: 

1.) Fire Report – January 2026 
2.) Police Report – January 2026  

 
Councilmember Simmons noticed an increase in hazardous calls within the Fire Department 
Report of January 2026. Chief Geistler explained that hazardous calls varied across the board. 
In this instance, the rise in call volume was due to gas leaks with the fiber installation 
throughout the City.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-03-20-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Behrmann to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Library Board Meeting Minutes of January 26, 2026 
b. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of February 18, 2026 

2.) Recommendation to Accept the Easement Granted by the Property Owner Located 
at 720 North Wixom Road, for the Sum of $3,195.65 from Major Road Engineering 
Account #202-553-974.400 

3.) Annual Review of City-Owned Property and Determination of Use Classifications per 
the City’s Code of Ordinances, Chapter 3.16 

4.) Recommendation to Adopt a Resolution Approving the Renewal of the Uniform 
Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with DIRECTV, LLC and Authorize 
Mayor Beagle to Sign the Renewed Agreement 

5.) Recommendation to Uphold the Denial Presented to Mr. Joshua Hunter by the City 
Clerk Concerning the Freedom of Information (FOIA) Request Received on 
February 11, 2026 
 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1.) Recommendation to Remove from the Table and Consider the February 10, 2026 
Motion to Accept the SEMCOG Safe Streets Now Grant for the Pontiac Trail 
Pedestrian Refuge Project in the Amount of $190,400 and Authorize a Design 
Engineering Proposal from Hubbell, Roth, and Clark (HRC) Engineering for an 
Amount Not to Exceed $41,950, from DDA Special Studies Account #248-729-
956.481, as Recommended by the Wixom Downtown Development Authority  

 
CM 03-21-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Behrmann to 
accept the SEMCOG Safe Streets Now Grant for the Pontiac Trail Pedestrian Refuge Project 
in the Amount of $190,400, and authorize a design engineering proposal from Hubbell, Roth, 
and Clark (HRC) engineering for an amount not to exceed $41,950, from DDA Special 
Studies Account #248-729-956.481, as recommended by the Wixom Downtown Development 
Authority. 
 
Mr. Benson said this is a proposal to install two pedestrian refuges on Pontiac Trail at the 
western and eastern boundaries of downtown Wixom. He indicated that SEMCOG Safe 
Streets Now offered grant funding to support the project. Administration reached out to 
SEMCOG to get specific information about the requirements and learned that changing the 
location of the pedestrian refuges would change the context of the application, therefore, 
they would only have 30 days do provide information with rational of the new locations.  He 
indicated that SEMCOG would allow the pedestrian refuges to be moved 10-50’ under the 
same application. He reminded Council that they authorized a transportation safety action 
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plan that would be a city-wide version of the downtown road safety audit, and hoped to 
obtain members of Council and Planning Commission to be on a steering committee for that.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall said the question he had that hadn’t been addressed since the 
previous City Council meeting was if the pedestrian refuges would be better served in another 
location, not if SEMCOG would allow them to be moved. He still wondered if the pedestrian 
refuges would be better served in another location of the City. He acknowledged that a very 
pointed study was held in these specific areas. It was his opinion that part of the justification 
to keep the location was because it had already been studied, and they couldn’t do all that 
work again in a 30-day window of time. He stated that it wasn’t free money for it was billed 
at an 80/20 split, but in practice with their uncovered costs it would probably result in an 
60/40 split. One of his pet peeves was when people said the money was in the budget or the 
work had already been done; however, he didn’t believe that meant they should get to spend 
the money. He understood they wanted to slow the traffic down in the downtown, but the 
police could enforce that as they were all set to gain another traffic safety officer. He thought 
just hoping that installing pedestrian refuges in the median was not a plan to slow down 
traffic as there were other ways to go about reducing the speed downtown. He was not 
pleased that City Council was brought into the mix when it was time to vote and spend money. 
To him, it felt like the DDA had become the frontrunner to City Council when it came to the 
downtown area. He thought that Council should have been part of the planning of the 
pedestrian refuges from the beginning. He recognized the DDA was a great resource, but 
they should not have full control of the downtown. Nor did he feel that whatever the DDA 
wanted, unanimous or otherwise, the Council was expected to agree. He wasn’t in favor of 
spending money in order to get a little more of somebody’s else’s money for something that 
would “hopefully” work. He would like to see meaningful police patrols to cut down on the 
traffic problems first. He expressed his frustration that it got this far without any input from 
City Council. Furthermore, they were being told to agree to it so could take advantage of 
grant funding or they may not have another opportunity. He indicated that once they’ve 
exhausted all other avenues and determined the refuges were needed, he would be in favor 
of spending the money. 
 
Councilmember Simmons supported the pedestrian refuges. She believed having clear 
markers as you were entering and leaving the City was important. She told administration 
that the recent traffic report given to City Council was very helpful in understanding the 
problems in that area.   
 
Councilmember O’Dea was in favor of utilizing these funds for the intended purpose. She 
presumed a collaborative conversation amongst the DDA and City Council could have taken 
place. Considering they’ve already been awarded the funds; she wouldn’t want to draw the 
line in the sand due to missed conversations. She mentioned that she’s written grants before 
and believed it would look foolish to not accept the funding. She understood the argument 
for spending money to get money, but didn’t think it was necessarily accurate in this case as 
they would recoup the benefit of pedestrian safety.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy agreed with Deputy Mayor Gottschall. He didn’t think that 
pedestrian refuges looked appealing or benefit the downtown aesthetic. He would be in favor 
of a bigger police presence in the downtown. He’s personally witnessed extra patrol being 
successful and thought they should go that route.   
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox also agreed with Deputy Mayor Gottschall. She would have 
liked more time to digest this. She wasn’t in favor of spending money just because they 
received grant funding. She would also like to see additional police patrol that area.  
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Mr. Brown did not make the argument that they needed to spend money just because they 
were receiving grant funding. He believed they should spend the money because it would 
improve the concept of the downtown, reduce the speed in the downtown, and bring safety 
to the downtown.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann was not in support of this because he would hate to see the refuges 
become a collection of garbage and look unsightly. Considering the DDA members would see 
to it that they were properly maintained; he would be in favor of installing them. He 
understood the safety concern and would support any avenue to help address the speeding 
traffic and pedestrian safety. 
 
Mayor Beagle supported the refuges. He felt they needed every tool in the toolbox to get 
vehicle traffic to slow down. It’s imperative they make it as safe as they could for the 
pedestrians. He wasn’t sure if only putting an officer out there writing tickets for any length 
of time would do the trick because they couldn’t have a cop available 24/7.  
 
 
Roll Call Vote:  (5) AYES – Beagle, Behrmann, Gronlund-Fox, O’Dea, Simmons 
                      (2) NAY – Gottschall, Kennedy  
         (0) ABSENT –   
     Motion Carried 
  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Award the Hillsborough and Millstream Subdivision Road 
Rehabilitation Project to Allied Construction Company, Inc, of Clarkston, MI in an 
Amount Not to Exceed $1,425,760.80 and Authorize the DPW Director to Sign the 
Agreement  

 
 
CM 03-22-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Simmons and Kennedy to award 
the Hillsborough and Millstream Subdivision Road Rehabilitation Project to Allied 
Construction Company, Inc. of Clarkston, MI in an amount not to exceed $1,425,760.80 and 
authorize the DPW Director to sign the agreement. 
 
Mr. Sikma said this was pertaining to the resurfacing and construction of the Millstream and 
Hillsborough subdivisions. Some of the work they planned to do was drainage work, catch 
basin repair, gutter, and shoulder work throughout the subdivisions. It’s their hope that these 
roads would last twenty years.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea recognized both of the subdivisions only had one way in and out. She 
questioned how they would plan for that. Mr. Sikma said they would work with the contractors 
to come up with a traffic control plan. In addition, they planned to host an open house for 
the residents to address any concerns they had in relation to the project.  
 
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried   
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2.) Recommendation to Accept the Bid from D’Angelo Brother, Inc. of Farmington Hills, 

MI for the Watermain Extension Gunnar Mettala Park for an Amount Not to Exceed 
$391,842, with Construction Engineering Being Performed by Hubbell, Roth, and Clark, 
of Bloomfield Hills, MI for an Amount Not to Exceed $33,900, and Authorize the 
DPW to Sign the Agreement 

 
CM 03-23-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and O’Dea to accept the 
bid from D’Angelo Brother, Inc. of Farmington Hills, MI for the watermain extension at Gunnar 
Mettala Park for an amount not to exceed $391,842, with construction engineering being 
performed by Hubbell, Roth, and Clark, of Bloomfield Hills, MI for an amount not to exceed 
$33,900, and authorize the DPW to sign the agreement.  
 
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 

3.) Recommendation and Request to Convene a Closed Session of the City Council in 
Accordance with the Open Meetings Act for the Purpose of Discussing the Periodic 
Personnel Evaluations of the City Clerk and the City Manager Pursuant to, and 
Authorized by MCL 15.268 (a) 

 
CM 03-24-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
convene a closed sessions of the City Council in accordance with the Open Meetings Act for 
the purpose of discussing the periodic personnel evaluations of the City Clerk and the City 
Manager pursuant to, and authorized by MCL 15.268(a). 
 
Roll Call Vote:  (7) AYES – Beagle, Behrmann, Gottschall, Gronlund-Fox, Kennedy, O’Dea,                                

 Simmons    
                      (0) NAY –  
         (0) ABSENT –   
     Motion Carried 
     
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Vanessa Willett- 1455 Cranberry Court thanked Council for approving the pedestrian 
refuges. She specified that the DDA was an extension of the Council as they were a group 
of volunteers that live and/or work in the City of Wixom, and their goal was to make the 
City safe for everyone.  
 
Mike McDonald- 2005 Lamella recalled a time when he served on the Council where they 
obtained a grant to build Gunnar Mettala Park for $80,000 but it ended up costing the 
City more than anticipated because the park cost $240,000. He commended Deputy 
Mayor Gottschall as he realized when you go into these grant situations, you were only 
going to receive a certain dollar amount so it was the City’s responsibility to pay the rest of 
the cost. He would like someone to look at the water main on Lamella because it was 
falling apart where the asphalt was redone. He was happy to see that the City wasn’t 
sitting idle when it came to addressing the traffic concerns over the new elementary school. 
He suggested they install a “No Right Turn on Red” sign at Charms and Wixom Road from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. due to the traffic backup on Wixom Road.  
 
Laura Cloutier- DDA Director thanked the Council for passing the SEMCOG grant. She 
mentioned how excited the DDA was about the pedestrian refuge project. She asked 
everybody to be cognizant that the DDA Board was a working board of volunteers that 
dedicated a lot of time and energy to the City.  
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Dave Venegas– 1960 Downham Drive has lived in Wixom for almost 26 years and never 
attended a City Council meeting. He spoke in regards to the new sign installed at the 
corner of Old Wixom Road and Wixom Road. He thought the sign was difficult to read and 
confusing for “Wixom” was written horizontally in the wrong direction. He presumed that it 
should be written similar to the Walled Lake Western High School sign. He was confused 
because the sign read “Downtown Wixom” and didn’t think the area the sign was located 
was part of the downtown. He thought it was difficult to read “Wixom” in the dark; however, 
you could read the word “Downtown”. He mentioned that he had a lot of family and friends 
come visit and thought they should change the sign to read “City of Wixom”.  
 
Ryan Fisher– 2176 Hedigham Blvd. was an investigator for the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission. He suggested they place the pedestrian refuges as close to the boundary of 
the Social District as possible in order to help the inebriated people from stumbling around. 
He stated that when they trained folks at the Liquor Control Commission, they often used 
Wixom as an example of what not to do when drawing your Social District boundary. He’s 
always told his trainees that he lived in a City where the Social District ran through a four-
lane road and railroad track.  
 
Brenda Spratling- 578 Fletcher lived in the downtown and walked everywhere. She walked 
all around the area and thanked the Council and City for continuing to contribute to the 
needs of the pedestrian community, and that included approving the pedestrian refuges at 
tonight’s meeting.  
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
Mr. Brown had no comments 
 
Mr. Benson said the Planning Commission was scheduled to discuss a data center ordinance 
and the Master Plan at their upcoming meeting on March 16, 2026. More information on 
those topics would be coming to City Council soon.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Behrmann thanked the residents for taking the time to attend the meeting 
or speak at the meeting as it was refreshing to hear their opinions. He really hoped the 
residents would attend the Walled Lake Board meeting. He mentioned that he attended 
their meeting last week and spoke during public comment letting them know about tonight’s 
public hearing. He was pleased to see that the superintendent and a member of the board 
came to hear what everyone had to say. He hoped that the school administration would 
come to another Council meeting to address any changes or give further explanation as to 
why they wouldn’t. 
 
Councilmember Simmons thanked Ms. Cloutier and Ms. Magee for showing her around the 
downtown this afternoon. She thought the new signs going up around the City looked 
awesome. She thanked the public, school superintendent, and school board member for 
attending tonight’s meeting. She continued to encourage administration to move beyond the 
school level to determine if there was anything they could do with the traffic concerns 
related to the new school.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea thought it was encouraging to see so many faces at tonight’s 
meeting. She thought it was nice to have the WLCSD superintendent at tonight’s meeting. 
She was optimistic that the school district would take every possible measure to ensure the 
safety of the children and pedestrians in that area.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox thanked all those members that came out for the public 
hearing.  
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Councilmember Kennedy echoed the members of the City Council in regards to the folks 
that attended tonight’s public hearing. He appreciated the time the DDA put into making 
the downtown great, and if he ever had a disagreement or voted no on an item, it wasn’t 
because he thought the DDA wasn’t doing a good job.  
 
Councilmember Gottschall thanked the residents that supported tonight’s meeting. He 
appreciated the school representatives for coming out to listen and was hopeful the 
comments would get back to the rest of the school board members. He did not think it was 
too late to make any adjustments for the school construction just started. He stated that his 
comments regarding the pedestrian refuges were not to target the efforts of the DDA. He 
believed there was a disconnect on how both boards were being handled and they didn’t 
have a method in place to come together outside of a joint meeting. He mentioned that 
when joint meetings were held, often he felt the board members were getting talked to 
instead of being allowed to talk. He stated that his issue lied with the fact that the DDA 
had been working on this for a while before it made its way to City Council. The issue was 
not with the members of the DDA as he appreciated their efforts, and wouldn’t want them 
to take his comments personally. He stressed that his concern was because they didn’t work 
together and that was the responsibility of the administration. He commented how he was 
recently frustrated at a City Council meeting due to a similar situation. He explained that 
he and the previous Deputy Mayor worked so hard to have bollards installed only to end up 
with flexible bollards in a location that wasn’t discussed. He thought there was a general 
misunderstanding on what was expected when the information was relayed to the DDA. He 
was irritated that they couldn’t seem to get everyone on the same page to work on items 
collectively.  
 
Mayor Beagle thanked all the folks for coming to tonight’s meeting and speaking during 
the Call to the Public. He thanked the school’s superintendent and board member for 
coming. He thought it was unfortunate they had to take extra measures in order to get the 
WLCSD to listen to their concerns. He hoped that WLCSD listened to all the traffic 
concerns regarding the new school, Sarah Banks Middle School and Loon Lake Elementary. 
He would like administration to reach out to WLCSD to schedule a meeting to determine if 
they could come up with an alternative plan to the traffic situations within these areas. 
 
Council recessed at 9:01 p.m. to go into Closed Session. They rose from Closed Session at 
9:53 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED: 
3/24/2026 


