
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Deputy Mayor: K. Gottschall 
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann   
       T. Gronlund-Fox 
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea  
    V. Simmons (exc.) 
      
Also Present: City Manager Brown 
      Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
                   City Clerk Opalko 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES: (None) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-02-13-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and O’Dea to 
approve the City Council meeting minutes of February 10, 2026.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE: (None) 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
Mike Dornan of 2192 Hedigham Blvd. spoke in regards to New Business #2 (Discussion 
Regarding the Walled Lake Consolidated School District new Wixom Elementary School 
proposed at 3515 W. Maple Road). He recalled while working in Farmington Hills, a new 
junior high school was being built. He said the Farmington Hills Board of Education stone-
walled the City when it came to construction. He was aware that schools were exempt from 
municipal review, and he didn’t understand that because municipal review could act as an 
umbrella insurance policy considering you had additional inspectors. He said the school 
opened and within four weeks a student was electrocuted while using a grinder in shop class 
because the outlet wasn’t properly inspected. He appreciated the letter the City Council 
planned to send to the Walled Lake School Board. He hoped it would get through to the 
superintendent.   
 
Mike McDonald of 2005 Lamella commented on the traffic concerns with the new 
elementary school. He said that he lived off Loon Lake Road and twice a day during the 
school year, the road itself became a parking lot because of Loon Lake Elementary. He 
stated there were also traffic concerns on Charms Road because of Sarah Banks Middle 
School. He believed that Sarah Banks Middle School had ample amount of space to install 
a parking lot/staging area for all the folks dropping off and/or picking up their children 
from school. He specified that W. Maple Road didn’t have any road shoulders so he 
encouraged the City to take a hard stance and enforce traffic laws. He thought once the 
school was built that cars would be lined up along the road impeding traffic.   
 
Ryan Fisher of 2176 Hedigham Blvd. had concerns about the traffic with the new Wixom 
Elementary. He was aware the traffic was terrible on W. Maple further east at the Walled 
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Lake Elementary School because there weren’t any road shoulders. He believed there would 
be major safety concerns with the traffic at the new proposed elementary school. He 
implored the City to do everything they could to compel the school district to install 
acceleration lanes and sidewalks. To his knowledge, sidewalks were not planned for the new 
school which he thought was ridiculous. He would like to see the City do whatever they 
could even if that meant withholding permits until the school district agreed to do 
something about the traffic flow.  
 
Michele Maye-Abele of 2032 Hedigham and secretary at Wixom Elementary School said 
traffic congestion was a major concern when it came to the new elementary school. The 
current elementary school had traffic problems because the large number of parents that 
take their kids to and from school. She explained how they started dismissing students at 
3:50 p.m. and still had parents waiting at 4:30 p.m. In order for traffic to get off Wixom 
Road, they split the cars into two lanes. She agreed with the previous speakers about the 
traffic backups at Sarah Banks and Walled Lake Elementary. She believed they would have 
the same problem at the new Wixom Elementary School. Considering there wasn’t enough 
space to handle all the cars, they would have traffic backed up in the subdivisions and 
along W. Maple Road. She mentioned that she drove to Wixom Elementary daily and had 
to wait through two light cycles in order to turn right onto Wixom Road from W. Maple 
because there wasn’t a right-turn lane. She didn’t understand how that intersection would be 
able to handle busses leaving the school without having an effect on regular daily traffic. 
She’d like to see a left turn lane in front of the school and a right turn lane from W. Maple 
onto Wixom Road.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Departmental Reports – January 2026 
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall noticed the pedestrian refuges went back to the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) for discussion. Based on what he expressed at the previous 
City Council meeting, he hoped the pedestrian refuges would come back to Council.  
 
Assistant City Manager Benson said at a minimum it was important to inform the DDA of 
the Council discussion and gauge their perspective considering this project was planned and 
funded by the DDA. He indicated that the DDA continued to support the project within the 
DDA District. They acknowledged that there may be a need for pedestrian refuges outside 
of the DDA District, but they couldn’t contribute to those areas. He said their priority was to 
improve pedestrian safety and slow down vehicles coming through the downtown. Deputy 
Mayor Gottschall said that he would be disappointed if the refuges came back to Council 
with only changing the cleanliness or aesthetics. He mentioned they could help the DDA save 
money by installing refuges in other areas of the City.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall shifted gears and asked about the Construction and Development 
monthly report. He noticed there was a 100% compliance rate with rental inspections. He 
asked if that meant at the time of inspection or were the rentals brought to compliance after 
the inspection was complete. Mr. Benson believed the rentals were able to get into compliance 
after the inspections were complete but wasn’t 100% certain. Deputy Mayor Gottschall asked 
for a further breakdown in future reports as he would like to see if the units were already in 
compliance or came into compliance. He inquired how the City came up with the rental 
inspection rules. Mr. Benson said the rental ordinance had been around for a long time, but 
it was his understanding that only inspecting a percentage was based on the volume of work 
and expense. He mentioned there was a balance between the cost of the operators to pay 
for all the inspections and our ability to keep with the workload. Deputy Mayor Gottschall 
requested they revisit the rental ordinance or at the very least gather more information from 
surrounding cities. He learned that Southfield inspected 20% of every apartment complex 
every year plus all the vacant units, and if they had an 80% or more compliance rate then 



Wixom City Council Meeting___________February 24, 2026                  __________Page 3 

 
they’d come back in three years. If it was less than 80%, they would come back the following 
year and perform another 20% plus all vacancies. He wanted to see where Wixom stacked 
up with other communities and potentially make adjustments accordingly. He wondered if 
putting out an anonymous survey for the renters asking them if they had water issues, insect 
infestations, etc. would be beneficial. If they made it anonymous there wouldn’t be any 
retribution from landlords.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann thought 10% of the eligible units inspected seemed like a low 
number. He commented how he had a single-family rental and it had to be inspected every 
third year. Perhaps, they should consider increasing the percentage as it could only help the 
rental communities. He also agreed that they should look into what other communities do for 
their rental inspections.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-02-14-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Behrmann to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2026 

 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Approve a Resolution to Support the Issuance of a Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission Resort Class C On-Premise Retail Liquor License and a 
Specially Designated Merchant (SDM) Off-Premise Retail Liquor License, and 
Authorize the Issuance of Sunday (A.M.) and Sunday (P.M.) Sales Permits for Sira, 
LLC at 49809 Grand River Road 

 
CM 02-15-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
Approve a Resolution to Support the Issuance of a Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
Resort Class C On-Premise Retail Liquor License and a Specially Designated Merchant 
(SDM) Off-Premise Retail Liquor License, and Authorize the Issuance of Sunday (A.M.) and 
Sunday (P.M.) Sales Permits for Sira, LLC at 49809 Grand River Road. 
 
Mr. Benson said this applicant was requesting approval for the issuance of a resort “Class C” 
on-premise liquor license specially designated with merchant off-premise retail liquor license. 
He noted that this license was different than a traditional quota “Class C” license, and would 
be part of a special category of retail licenses issued to establishments that met statutory 
criteria related to tourism, recreation, food service, lodging, and assembly uses. He specified 
this license would not impact the City’s quota and the application was reviewed by 
administration.  
 
Mayor Beagle wondered if this license would allow the business to cater an event outside their 
establishment. Mr. Benson wasn’t sure about that.   
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox wanted to confirm that this license would not impact the City’s 
quota. Mr. Benson said after conferring with the attorney, they established that this would not 
impact it.  
 
Patrick Howe of JPHOWE, PLLC said they originally thought they would apply for the City’s 
last quota license until they learned that it was only eligible for downtown Wixom. They 
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acknowledged that they could purchase a “Class C” license from somewhere in Oakland 
County but that cost $130,000, so they settled on a resort license at $20,000. He specified 
that the resort license was non-transferable and would only be designated for this applicant 
and building. This business had a small bar and would be able to accommodate beer, wine, 
spirits with meals including takeout. To the question about catering, he revealed that they 
could serve at a private party with this license, but they would also need a obtain a catering 
permit.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried   
  
 

2.) Discussion Regarding the Walled Lake Consolidated School District New Wixom 
Elementary School Proposed at 3515 W. Maple Road 

 
CM 02-16-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
authorize a Discussion Regarding the Walled Lake Consolidated School District New Wixom 
Elementary School Proposed at 3515 W. Maple Road.  
 
Mr. Benson said the purpose of this discussion was to update everyone about the process of 
the new Wixom Elementary School. He stated that the City thought the new school was a 
positive for the community as it would replace one of the oldest schools in the district. He 
acknowledged that the Walled Lake Consolidated School District (WLCSD) had been 
working with the City to some extent because they submitted copies of the site plan and 
traffic study; however, the City would like the district to address some of their concerns. He 
noted that a letter was drafted to communicate those concerns directly to the Walled Lake 
Consolidated School District Board of Education as well as their administrative staff. Some 
of the City’s concerns included; the number of proposed teachers and students to verify 
adequate parking, incomplete building and accessory structure information (i.e. fire truck 
turning radiuses was not provided), landscaping, and lighting information. He said that all of 
these details would normally be part of the City’s site plan review but our zoning standards 
do not apply considering it’s a school. They realize that the City may not have a leg to stand 
on but at a minimum they could communicate the city standards and encourage them to try 
and meet those standards. He said the City was concerned because the site plan didn’t have 
any sidewalks along the north side of their property because there wouldn’t be connections to 
the east or the west of their site; however, we told them that it would not be difficult for the 
City to facilitate a connection. We also informed them that we noticed a lack of signalized 
pedestrian crossing at the proposed crossing. He mentioned that they would install two curb 
cuts (one for passenger vehicles and one for buses) on W. Maple to try and get cars off the 
road. He said the City was concerned because their site plan did not include any meaningful 
improvement or investments to the W. Maple Road infrastructure. Whether that included a 
left turn lane or adjustments to the passing lane that they would be augmenting on the south 
side of their new driveway. We asked them to provide at the bare minimum, the review 
comments and approvals from the state indicating that they’ve looked over these intersections 
and information and granted approval. The City had apprehensions about being responsible 
for issuing permits on a design that they did not believe was adequate.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall stated that he worked as a coach for the girl’s golf team through 
the Walled Lake Consolidated School District. The attorney determined there wasn’t any 
conflict of interest because there wasn’t any monetary consideration. 
 
Councilmember Behrmann believed that the City first received the site plans in October 2025 
and the ground breaking for the school was on November 11, 2025. He mentioned that he 
went to a meeting of the Walled Lake School Board in December and spoke during public 
comment regarding potential concerns with traffic on W. Maple Road. He felt their failure to 
install an acceleration lane or lefthand turn lane was foolish. He admitted that he received a 
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voicemail from the superintendent after the meeting indicating their traffic people looked at 
the proposed plans and were perfectly fine with them. He was okay with the proposed letter 
coming from City Council but he wouldn’t mind if it was a little firmer. He considered 
withholding permits in order to get them to come to the table. He appreciated the number 
of parking spots they were proposing was twice as many as the current school, and the 
proposed traffic plan that circled around the school would get more cars off W. Maple. He 
would still like to see a left turn lane into the school and an acceleration/deceleration lane. 
As it stood right now, if cars were backed up trying to turn left into the school and a fire truck 
needed to get down W. Maple, they would not be able to maneuver around the cars. At the 
bare minimum they needed a left turn lane to go into the parking lot for the cars, a safety 
device for people crossing the street, and the sidewalk situation addressed. He mentioned the 
City needed go back and take another look at the extension of Maple Road because a 
connection at the end of Maple Road to Pontiac Trail would help solve some of these safety 
concerns.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy also had concerns about the traffic and potential backup on W. 
Maple Road without installing a left turn lane. He once witnessed a kid get hit crossing from 
Walled Lake Western to the subdivision west of Beck Road before and wouldn’t want that to 
happen. He was in favor of the City pushing to do whatever they could to get improvements 
made because this plan seemed unsafe.  
 
Mr. Brown said they were willing to do whatever they could. They wanted to bring this 
information forward in a public manner so folks understood that if problems were to arise in 
the future, there is a record that the City tried to bring it to the attention of the Walled Lake 
School District multiple times. He was concerned that people would ask why the City didn’t 
do anything about this and the truth was that we tried to address matters of traffic safety. 
He said the Council could send a letter and/or schedule a public hearing in order to bring 
more attention to the matter.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox agreed with the letter and the dais. She wanted the public to 
know there was very little the City of Wixom could do. She advised them to attend the Walled 
Lake Consolidated School Board meetings to express their concerns. 
  
Mr. Brown mentioned a public hearing would notice the surrounding area and get information 
out there in a more formal manner. Perhaps, they could get the attention of folks so they 
become aware of their concerns and go to the school board meeting.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall shared a lot of the same concerns that’s already been mentioned. 
He stated that his house backed up to Loon Lake Elementary so he’d seen traffic get stacked 
up on Loon Lake Road. He tried to measure the distance of the Loon Lake Elementary 
roundabout and match it with the proposed Wixom Elementary site plan. He figured only 
about 130 more feet was added so probably 8-10 more cars could fit in the proposed loop 
which wouldn’t solve the issue. He would like to see the school district account for managing 
their own traffic because they never disclosed how many students and teachers there would 
be. He liked the idea that the City would help contribute to installing a sidewalk considering 
the school’s rule of thumb was if you lived within one mile, you were considered a “walker”. He 
couldn’t understand why the school wouldn’t install a crosswalk signal when they expected 
parents and students to cross the road. He would not want anybody to get hit by a car or 
bus because there wasn’t any indication that someone was walking across the road. He hoped 
this letter made it to board members or perhaps a council member could read the letter aloud 
at a school board meeting. He hoped the residents understand that they are trying to do 
everything to protect them, the students, and the community.   
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Councilmember O’Dea echoed a lot of the sentiments of her fellow council members. She was 
also in favor of the letter being sent to the WLCSD. She was also in favor of having a public 
hearing to try and inform more people about this. To her recollection, she’d never seen a 
school without a sidewalk in front of it, so that didn’t seem right. She questioned if there was 
enough room on W. Maple Road to build out on either side to accommodate a left turn lane 
or additional roadway. Mr. Benson said functionally there would be some challenges but 
presumed the City had 120’ of right-of-way and WLCSD said they’d dedicate their frontage 
as right-of-way. 
 
Mayor Beagle echoed most of the comments and concerns that were shared by the Council. 
He didn’t believe the school district planned according to the traffic in the area. He questioned 
if the school district thought the traffic concerns were the responsibility of the City, and if that 
was the case than the City would happily address all these matters. He was aware of many 
traffic accidents in front of Sarah Banks because it was difficult to see oncoming traffic while 
pulling out of the school and assumed the new elementary school would be the same. He 
imagined it would be tough for an emergency vehicle to get by during those busy drop off/pick 
up times. Considering the new school was near neighborhoods, he imagined that parents 
would park in the subdivisions and make their children cross the street which wasn’t safe. He 
was in favor of a public hearing and would like to invite the Walled Lake Board of Education 
and all of the school administration to attend.  
 
CM 02-17-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
authorize the distribution of the letter of concerns from the Wixom City Council to the Walled 
Lake Consolidated School District Board of Education regarding the new Wixom Elementary 
proposed at 3515 W. Maple Road, and to schedule a Public Hearing for March 10, 2026 to 
discuss the proposed elementary.     
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 

3.) Recommendation to Approve a Final Site Condominium Plan Proposed as a Clustered 
Housing Development at 4038 W. Maple from Pine Cove Investments, LLC for the 
Development of 18 Single-Family Residential Lots on Two Parcels Totaling 9.35 Acres 
Zoned R-3 One-Family Residential, Parcel Identification Numbers 17-31-151-046 and 
17-31-151-047, with Conditions as Recommended by the Planning Commission 

 
CM 02-18-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Behrmann to approve 
a Final Site Condominium Plan Proposed as a Clustered Housing Development at 4038 W. 
Maple from Pine Cove Investments, LLC for the Development of 18 Single-Family Residential 
Lots on Two Parcels Totaling 9.35 Acres Zoned R-3 One-Family Residential, Parcel 
Identification Numbers 17-31-151-046 and 17-31-151-047, with Conditions as Recommended by 
the Planning Commission. 
 
Mr. Benson said this was the last step of the four step process that was required in new 
subdivision approvals, and the City Council had seen this development before.  
 
Matteo Passalaqua of Carlisle/Wortman Associates said this was the final site plan for the 
proposed 18 single family residential lots on two parcels. The plan did not changed 
substantially since it was last in front of the Planning Commission or City Council. The changes 
that were proposed included the increase of trees and shrubs around the detention pond, one 
additional tree was saved, 15 trees were proposed to border existing family homes in the 
southeast, and the sidewalk along W. Maple has been reoriented to better intersect with the 
neighboring home driveways to the east. All of these changes were elective and a reaction to 
the comments made by public.  
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Deputy Mayor Gottschall appreciated that the developer was willing to work with the 
residents and he hoped the landscaping would turn out the way they wanted. He mentioned 
a typo in the Bylaws, Subsection R as it read 120 days while another said 180 days. He asked 
administration to fix that. He stated that he wanted delineation between the lots and the 
natural habitat. He wondered if anything was in place so the homeowner was aware when 
their lot ended and the natural preserve started.  
  
Mike Noles of the Umlor Group said they’ve already set plans in motion to save the vegetation 
in the open spaces on the eastern side of the property. He said the western side of the property 
held more wetlands and a detention pond; however, they wouldn’t object to installing a 
decorative sign giving clear demarcation of the line.   
 
Councilmember Behrmann told the staff to provide draft minutes of the Planning Commission 
when items like this come before Council. It’s been that way in the past and it was very helpful.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Mike McDonald of 2005 Lamella believed there were a lot of old trees and dead-fall 
around the City. He wanted to see the dead-fall removed. He said the dead trees were 
impacting the drainage in areas and potential hazards in the event of a storm. He 
suggested they hire a professional to scope out the City and determine what trees should be 
removed. He suggested the City set up a program to start removing the trees and plant 
new trees. He mentioned the City should contact a lawyer that’s dealt with school concerns 
before if they can’t get any resolution.  
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
Mr. Brown congratulated those employees celebrating work anniversaries in the month of 
March. He indicated that Carrie Evans was celebrating one year and Melissa Harrison was 
celebrating 30 years. He thanked all the employees for their time, hard work and 
dedication. He mentioned that March 19th was going to be the Mainstreet Oakland County 
Breakfast Summit and anyone interested should contact his office.  
 
Mr. Benson stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing on data centers and 
the Commission decided to table the item.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember O’Dea congratulated all the staff on their work anniversary, especially 
Melissa celebrating 30 years. Considering she wasn’t at the previous Council meeting; she 
watched it on YouTube and believed that you got another perspective watching it from the 
outside. She encouraged the dais to watch the meetings for it was very enlightening to 
come at from that angle.    
 
Councilmember Kennedy was impressed with Ms. Harrison for celebrating 30 years with the 
City. He thanked her for all the time she gave to the City.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox thanked those employees celebrating work anniversaries.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann thanked those residents for coming to the meeting to speak 
tonight. He recently went to the Daddy Daughter Dance with his girls and really enjoyed 
himself. He said it was a great event and has become a tradition for his family. He was sad 
that it was his oldest daughter’s last year to attend.   
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall thanked the residents for attending tonight’s meeting. He 
appreciated their thoughts as it was easier to serve them when they heard their perspective.  
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Mayor Beagle thanked the residents for attending the meeting. He said it wasn’t often he 
heard their opinions so getting their input gave them another perspective. He acknowledged 
the employees celebrating work anniversaries and thanked them for their dedication.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED: 
3/10/2026 


