
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Deputy Mayor: K. Gottschall 
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann   
       T. Gronlund-Fox 
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea (exc.) 
    V. Simmons  
      
Also Present: City Manager Brown 
      Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   Police Chief Langmeyer 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
      DDA Director Cloutier  
                   City Clerk Opalko 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES: (None) 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-02-08-26: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gottschall and Councilmember 
Behrmann to approve the City Council meeting minutes of January 27, 2026.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE: (None) 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
Tom Rzeznik of 1636 Weyhill Drive had concerns regarding New Business #2 (Flexible 
Bollards). Being a former member of Council and a business owner along Pontiac Trail, he 
played a part in the discussions concerning the traffic hazards along this route and the 
potential installation of bollards. The suggested location of the bollards wasn’t what the 
Council had in mind nor was it an area of concern. He recalled that the City Council 
wanted the bollards placed along Pontiac Trail west of the entrance to Country Corners, 
considering that’s where the traffic incidents occurred. Furthermore, he didn’t approve of the 
material they planned to use for the bollards. He couldn’t support a material that wouldn’t 
prevent a car from hitting a pedestrian, and found it concerning that the Road Commission 
of Oakland County (RCOC) seemed to be more concerned about vehicle damage than 
human life. It’s been proven that the existing light poles in that area were not crash worthy. 
He presented the Council with photographs from vehicle accidents that occurred in that 
area, and the potential risk to the pedestrians using the Michigan Air Line Trail.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Fire Monthly Report – December 2025 
2.) Police Monthly Report – December 2025 

 
There were no questions regarding either report.  
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CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-02-09-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Kennedy to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Library Board Meeting Minutes of November 24, 2025 
b. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2025 

2.) Recommendation to authorize a resolution to adopt a revised policy relative to the 
review and granting of financial hardship exemptions by the City of Wixom Board of 
Review. 

3.) Recommendation to authorize a resolution for Special Liquor License Applications 
for events at the Wixom Community Center on April 16, 2026 and December 4, 
2026 and for events at Sibley Square Park on June 25, 2026 and August 13, 2026. 

4.) Recommendation to award a fireworks contract to American Fireworks Company of 
Hudson, Ohio for two years at a cost of $18,500 for 2026 and $19,000 for 2027 
from Lite the Nite Account #101-751-807-543. 

5.) Recommendation to approve the Oakland County P25 Simulcast System Interlocal 
Agreement between Oakland County and the City of Wixom and authorize Mayor 
Patrick Beagle to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 

6.) Authorization to waive the bid process and purchase water meters, electronic radio 
readers, and related supplies from sole source provider ETNA Supply Company of 
Wixom, Michigan, for replacement and permit-funded meter needs, at a fixed 
pricing for one year, in an amount not to exceed $28,000. 

7.) Recommendation to approve the transfer of the Uniform Video Service Local 
Franchise Agreement with WideOpenWest Michigan, LLC reflecting a new 
controlling parent company, Bandit MidCo, Inc. and authorize Mayor Beagle to sign 
the transfer document. 

8.) Recommendation to accept an Industrial/Commercial Property Detention/Retention 
System Maintenance Agreement from Carpani Properties, LLC, located at 48473 
West Road, and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.  

 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Recommendation to accept the SEMCOG Safe Streets Now Grant for the Pontiac 
Trail Pedestrian Refuge Project in the amount of $190,400 and authorize a design 
engineering proposal from Hubbell, Roth, and Clark (HRC) Engineering for an 
amount not exceed $41,950 from DDA Special Studies Account #248-729-956.481, as 
recommended by the Downtown Development Authority 

 
CM 02-10-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Simmons to 
accept the SEMCOG Safe Streets Now Grant for the Pontiac Trail Pedestrian Refuge Project 
in the amount of $190,400 and authorize a design engineering proposal from Hubbell, Roth, 
and Clark (HRC) Engineering for an amount not exceed $41,950 from DDA Special Studies 
Account #248-729-956.481, as recommended by the Downtown Development Authority. 
 
Assistant City Manager Benson explained that Southeast Michigan Council of Government 
(SEMCOG) helped cover the cost of a road safety audit in our Downtown. That audit 
presented some key findings/projects which included widening the sidewalk along Pontiac 
Trail near Chambers Road, installing pedestrian bollards, and installing pedestrian refuges. 
SEMCOG awarded the pedestrian refuge project through their “Safe Streets Now” program, 
and they were present at tonight’s meeting with a check to help fund the project. The plan 
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was to install two pedestrian refuges (near the US Post Office and near the Gibson House) 
along Pontiac Trail. He said the pedestrian refuges would help drivers identify the speed 
reduction in that area and allow pedestrians to safely cross the street. He stated that tonight’s 
action was only to accept the grant money from SEMCOG and authorize the expenditure for 
formal design engineering.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy had been thinking about the ongoing maintenance once the 
pedestrian refuges were installed. He presumed that going forward they’d have to allocate 
some funding for continued upkeep.  
 
Mayor Beagle thought the benefit to having the pedestrian refuges located in the downtown 
was the DDA could assist with funding the maintenance.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann questioned why they were not bidding out the design engineering 
for this project as he thought the total number of hours quoted by HRC seemed excessive.   
 
Mr. Benson assumed the total hours was higher than average because federally funded 
programs took more time to review. 
 
Mayor Beagle stated the motion read “not to exceed” $41,950 so he hoped that HRC would 
come in under budget.  
 
Councilmember Simmons was curious how the downtown businesses felt about the installation 
of pedestrian refuges. DDA Director Cloutier said they were in favor of reducing the speed 
in the downtown as it should be good for the community and for business.   
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall apologized as he wasn’t aware that SEMCOG planned to present 
a check at tonight’s meeting. Personally, he didn’t like the proposed location of the pedestrian 
refuges. He didn’t believe the majority of folks crossed the road near the US Post Office nor 
did he want to see additional visual pollution in the downtown. He said to help reduce the 
vehicle speeds in that area, the police could provide extra monitoring.   
 
CM 02-11-26: Motion and seconded by Deputy Mayor Gottschall and Councilmember 
Simmons to table the acceptance of the SEMCOG Safe Streets Now Grant for the Pontiac 
Trail Pedestrian Refuge Project and table the authorization of the design engineering 
proposal from Hubbell, Roth, and Clark (HRC) Engineering until they could reassess the 
location of the pedestrian refuges.  
 
 Roll Call Vote:  (5) AYES – Behrmann, Gottschall, Gronlund-Fox, Kennedy, Simmons                      
                             (1)  NAY –  Beagle  
                 (1) ABSENT – O’Dea  
     
     Motion Carried 
  
 

2. Recommendation to approve the installation of flexible bollards at the northwest 
corner of the Wixom Road and Pontiac Trail intersection along the Michigan Air Line 
Trail for a cost not to exceed $13,600 from Safety Path Construction Account #223-
555-971.390, as recommended by the Wixom Downtown Development Authority 

 
CM 02-12-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Gronlund-Fox to 
approve the installation of flexible bollards at the northwest corner of the Wixom Road and 
Pontiac Trail intersection along the Michigan Air Line Trail for a cost not to exceed $13,600 
from Safety Path Construction Account #223-555-971.390, as recommended by the Wixom 
Downtown Development Authority. 
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Councilmember Behrmann shared the same concern as Mr. Rzeznik. He didn’t approve of the 
material that they wanted to use for the bollards. He couldn’t understand how a piece of 
plastic could be used to keep pedestrians safe from a moving vehicle. He suggested they go 
back and ask RCOC what other options they had.    
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox didn’t approve of the bollard material. She understood where 
RCOC was coming from but she didn’t agree. She asked to see some other material options.  
 
Councilmember Simmons agreed with Councilmember Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall didn’t approve of the flexible bollards and mentioned the location 
of the bollards wasn’t what they had in mind. He understood that administration had been 
working with RCOC on this for a while but wondered if they should go talk to the 
Commissioners themselves or County Commissioner Smiley. Considering they had accidents 
at these locations in the past, there was a real concern for pedestrian safety.  
 
Mayor Beagle thought it was apparent that the Council felt the material of the bollards were 
not adequate.  
 
    
  Vote:  Motion Failed 
 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Tom Rzeznik of 1636 Weyhill thanked the City Council for honoring the original intent when 
they considered the bollard installation. He’s witnessed many families walking along the 
Michigan Air Line Trail and wouldn’t want to see anybody hurt. He believed that the 
businesses wanted to do anything they could to slow down the traffic speeds on Pontiac 
Trail. He asked them to consider the potential new multi-family development located behind 
the BP Gas Station because that development could result in additional pedestrian traffic 
crossing the street and on the trail.   
 
Katrina Calnan-Ramos of 30711 Beechwood Street, #46209 had concerns with The Village 
Apartments and Edward Rose and Sons (management company). She said that she no 
longer lived at this address as she believed the building she lived in should be condemned. 
She said she filed a complaint because they had 3” of water that came into the apartment 
building when it rained resulting in foundation issues and bug infestations. She didn’t 
believe the Building Department had any concern with the matter. She said that buildings 
45, 46 and 47 may have been built around the same time because they all seem to have 
the same problems. She also had concerns with the electrical panel, furnace and sliding 
glass door within her apartment. She’s gotten the Wixom Fire Department involved because 
of the potential fire concerns. She hoped the Council would look into this further on behalf 
of her and the rest of the residents living in The Village Apartments.    
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
City Manager Brown was happy to report they had over 3,000 subscribers on their Friday 
News Blast email. It was their intent to increase that number and look into emergency 
notification avenues. He asked anyone that wanted to go to the State of the County, to 
RSVP to his office no later than tomorrow.  
 
Assistant City Manager Benson said the Planning Commission scheduled a Public Hearing 
on February 18th pertaining to data centers. They would love to hear from the residents and 
business owners. Based on that meeting, they may have a draft ordinance for the Council at 
the first meeting in March.  
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COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Simmons looked forward to attending the State of the County. She recently 
toured the various departments within the City and thanked City Manager Brown for 
showing her around. She believed they had the ability to utilize more days within the 
temporary liquor license and wondered if they should consider utilizing those additional 
days. She presumed it could be beneficial for the residents and business owners.  
 
Councilmember Kennedy was happy the Council didn’t support the installation of flexible 
bollards.   
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox passed along her condolences to Opalko family on the recent 
loss of Nate’s father, Michael.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann offered his condolences to Nate and Crystal Opalko. He asked 
administration to provide a report on any complaints pertaining to The Village Apartments 
considering he was not familiar with the resident’s concerns. Mr. Benson said he would 
gather information for the next meeting.  
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall gave condolences to the Opalko family. He apologized to 
SEMCOG as he was aware this wasn’t what they had in mind when they attended the 
meeting tonight. It wasn’t his intent to catch them off-guard but merely the lack of Council 
input with this particular item. He asked administration to include the difference and 
frequency of multi-family rentals vs. single family rental inspections when they provide 
information at the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Beagle expressed his sincere condolences to Nate and Crystal Opalko on the loss of 
Nate’s father.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 


