
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann  
    K. Gottschall  
       T. Gronlund-Fox 
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea  
    V. Simmons  
      
Also Present: City Manager Brown 
      Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   Police Chief Langmeyer 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
                   Finance Director Rabb 
                   City Clerk Opalko 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  
Mayor Beagle removed New Business #3- Discussion Regarding a Second Fire Station and 
added a presentation on behalf of Oakland County Treasurer, Robert Wittenberg, 
regarding foreclosure prevention efforts.      
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-1-04-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and O’Dea to 
approve the City Council meeting minutes of January 13, 2026.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE:  
1.) SMART – Additional Service Proposals 
2.) Drone Delivery Services 
3.) Economic Development & Economic Development Marketing 2025 Annual Report 
4.) Public Participation Plan 2025 Annual Report 
5.) City of Wixom Planning Commission 2025 Annual Report 

 
PRESENTATION 

1.) Foreclosure Prevention Efforts 
 
Mr. Robert Wittenberg, Oakland County Treasurer, provided a brief presentation 
explaining the ongoing efforts the County had in place for home owners that needed 
additional support with paying delinquent property taxes. Residents have the ability to set 
up a payment plan to avoid foreclosure, but they call the Treasurer’s Office directly (248) 
858-0611 to make those arrangements.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Anna Bechtel of 2849 Apache Trail referenced the drone delivery services under 
Correspondence. She questioned if Amazon was asking to utilize drone services in Wixom or 
if they were notifying the City that they would be using drone services. Mr. Benson clarified 
that the City did not have an application from Amazon to start drone delivery services. It 
was their understanding the environmental assessment they submitted to the FAA was the 
precursor to asking for permission. Ms. Bechtel was concerned about the environmental 
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impact of drone delivery services. According to the documentation provided within the 
packet, Amazon did not extensively study the biological hazardous material impacts of the 
drones. Also, she believed the drones were loud and hovered to drop the packages. She 
admitted that she was mostly concerned about the environmental impact of the drones, but 
encouraged the City Council to experience drone delivery services for themselves before 
making a decision.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Departmental Monthly Reports – December 2025 
2.) Finance Department Quarterly Budget & Investment Report – September 30, 2025 

 
There were no questions regarding either report.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-1-05-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2025 

 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Recommendation to Confirm the Mayor’s Reappointment of Bruce Faber to the Board of 
Review with a Term to Expire December 31, 2028; Appointment of Cara McLauchlin to the 
Downtown Development Authority with a Term to Expire June 30, 2029; Appointments of 
Anna Bechtel and Stephen Greutman to the Parks and Recreation with Terms to Expire June 
30, 2026; Reappointments of Eric Jarvis and Eddie Osman to the Tax Abatement Review 
Board with Terms to Expire December 31, 2028 

 
CM 1-06-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and O’Dea to confirm the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Bruce Faber to the Board of Review with a term to expire 
December 31, 2028; appointment of Cara McLauchlin to the Downtown Development 
Authority with a term to expire June 30, 2029; appointments of Anna Bechtel and Stephen 
Greutman to the Parks and Recreation with terms to expire June 30, 2026; reappointments 
of Eric Jarvis and Eddie Osman to the Tax Abatement Review Board with terms to expire 
December 31, 2028. 
 
Anna Bechtel of 2849 Apache Trail said she moved to the City last year and was impressed 
with the City’s focus on parks and the downtown. She was happy to be part of the growth 
and community development. Mayor Beagle thanked her for stepping up to serve on the 
Parks and Recreation Commission. The Clerk gave the Oath of Office and formally welcomed 
her to the community.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 

2. Appointment of the Deputy Mayor in Accordance with the Wixom City Charter, 
Chapter 4, Section 4.7  

 
CM 1-07-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and O’Dea to confirm 
the appointment of Councilmember Keenan Gottschall as Deputy Mayor in accordance 
with the City Charter Chapter 4, Section 4.7. 
 



Wixom City Council Meeting___________January 27, 2026                  __________Page 3 

 
Councilmember Behrmann believed that Councilmember Gottschall was the most deserving 
as he stepped up and did a great job in the Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s absence this past 
year.  
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 

3. Discussion Regarding a Second Fire Station.  
 
** This was removed from the agenda during “Agenda Changes”. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Sean Stayskal of SMART informed the community of a bus service that would be coming to 
Wixom in the near future. The bus would operate 7 days a week with a stop at the 
southernmost part of the Wixom, continue north on Pontiac Trail through the downtown 
then onto Walled Lake and eventually stopping at the Commerce Township Walmart. He 
mentioned their buses were ADA compliant and had affordable rates.   
 
Russ Meredith of 378 Fletcher commended the Department of Public Works (DPW) for 
their snow removal efforts in the past weeks. He appreciated all the time they were putting 
in to make Wixom safe.    
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
Mr. Brown asked that anybody interested in going to the State of the County to get in 
touch with his office. It’s being held on March 5th at Oakland University. He acknowledged 
those employees celebrating work anniversaries in the month of February. Chaplain Brad 
Stille will celebrate 11 years as the City Chaplain on February 1st. He thanked him for his 
continued service to the City.  
 
Mr. Benson had no comments.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Simmons thanked the DPW for continuing to clear the roads of snow as 
they’ve had quite a bit lately and recognized they were working hard.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann thanked the new appointees that volunteered to serve on a 
Board or Commission. He noticed the billboard advertising Wixom along I96 wasn’t working 
and suggested they reach out to the provider to let them know.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy thanked the DPW for their quick response with the snow removal 
and salt.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox thanked the DPW staff and volunteers agreeing to serve. She 
congratulated Deputy Mayor Gottschall on his recent appointment and the employees 
celebrating work anniversaries.  
 
Councilmember O’Dea was proud of Wixom because the snow removal had been great 
and opening a warming center for people to stay during these cold winter days. 
 
Deputy Mayor Gottschall thanked everyone for their support in approving his appointment 
to Deputy Mayor. He thanked those volunteering to serve on a Board or Commission. He 
questioned if drones were another item they could direct Planning Commission to look into. 
He would rather be proactive about this instead of waiting until they actually had an 
application before they started to look into it.  
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Mayor Beagle thanked all those folks that volunteered to serve on a Board or Commission 
again or for the first time. He congratulated the employees celebrating work anniversaries. 
He thanked the Finance Director Marilyn Stamper for her hard work all these years and 
noted that her last day before retirement would be January 29, 2026. She had been a great 
employee and would be missed dearly. He was happy to have Deputy Mayor Gottschall by 
his side.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

APPROVED: 
2/10/2026 


