
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann  
    K. Gottschall  
       T. Gronlund-Fox 
    J. Kennedy  
    N. O’Dea  
    V. Simmons  
      
Also Present: Assistant City Manager Benson 
                   Fire Chief Geistler 
                   Police Chief Langmeyer 
                   DPW Director Sikma 
                   City Clerk Opalko 
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  
Councilmember Behrmann added New Business #2- Discussion regarding the Metronet 
fiber internet that’s being installed throughout the community.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
CM-1-01-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Behrmann to 
approve the City Council meeting minutes of December 16, 2025.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.) 2025 Police Department Review  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox thought the report had a lot of the good information. She 
thanked the Police Chief for providing the report.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None) 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Fire Report – November 2025 
2.) Police Report – November 2025 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
CM-1-02-26: Moved and seconded by Councilmember Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
 

1.) Approve to receive and file: 
a. Downtown Development Authority Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2025 
b. Senior Commission Meeting Minutes of September 15, 2025 
c. Downtown Development Authority Meeting Minutes of October 28, 2025 
d. Downtown Development Authority Meeting Minutes of November 18, 2025 
e. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2025 
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2.) Recommendation to Accept the Easement Granted by the Property Owner Located 

at 1636 North Wixom Road, for the Sum of Ten Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Five 
Dollars from Major Road Engineering Account #202-553-974.400 

3.) Recommendation to Accept the Easement Granted by the Property Owner Located 
at 1537 North Wixom Road, for the Sum of Eight Thousand Six Hundred and Thirty-
One Dollars Thirty-Six Cents from Major Road Engineering Account #202-553-
974.400 
 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Adopt the City Council Rules of Procedure in Accordance with 
City Charter Section 4.5 (H) 

 
CM 1-03-26: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Gottschall to 
adopt the City Council Rules of Procedure in Accordance with City Charter Section 4.5 (H). 
 
Councilmember Gottschall noted a typo in the Rules and Procedure. He informed the Clerk 
and she agreed to make the correction before it’s published.  
 
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 

2.) Discussion Regarding the Installation of Fiber Internet Throughout the Community by 
Metronet 

 
Councilmember Behrmann noticed two utility cabinets installed by Metronet; one on Wixom 
Road and the other on Pontiac Trail. He was happy to learn that the City Manager was 
looking into this further because the placement and appearance were concerning. He 
questioned if there was anything the City could do to stop the installation of these utility 
cabinets, especially in the downtown. He said they’ve spent a lot of time and money to try 
and make the downtown look nice; however, these cabinets were installed with almost no 
notice to the City. He inquired if Council should be directing administration to stop these 
installations; furthermore, request the utility cabinet in the downtown be removed.  
 
Mayor Beagle wasn’t sure they would have the ability to enforce a complete removal of the 
utility cabinet in the downtown. He asked if the property owners was given any notice that 
these cabinets were going to be installed.  
 
Assistant City Manager Benson didn’t think either property owner (Wixom Road or Pontiac 
Trail) realized these were going to be installed. He spoke to the owner of the plaza along 
Pontiac Trail and learned that the utility cabinets were installed in the Road Commission’s 
Right of Way. He mentioned that they’ve been in contact with the attorney to determine 
what rights they had as a local authority when it came to Metro Act which was governed at 
the State level.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann wondered how many more utility cabinets were going to be 
installed as they have flagged areas along Wixom Road and Loon Lake Road. He hoped 
this discussion would offer support to the City Manager so we can address this matter.  
 
Councilmember Gottschall agreed that our plans didn’t include having these utility cabinets 
in our downtown area. He presumed the property for sale that had the utility cabinet 
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installed would be difficult to sell. Considering these utility cabinets were located in the 
Road Commission’s Right of Way, he inquired if administration spoke to the Road 
Commission for Oakland County (RCOC) directly to determine if permits were pulled. Mr. 
Benson spoke to RCOC and learned that permits were pulled. Councilmember Gottschall 
felt frustrated because the City had been going through a year-long process with RCOC 
trying to have bollards installed in the downtown to protect pedestrians and haven’t gotten 
them yet. He suggested a meeting between the City and RCOC might be beneficial so each 
organization can speak to what direction they want to be headed.   
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox agreed that these utility cabinets were an eyesore. She wasn’t 
sure what the City could do about them, but she looked forward to hearing more in coming 
weeks.  
 
Mr. Benson fully expected to have more information for them at the next meeting or the 
first meeting in February.  
  
Mayor Beagle stated that he was aware the City Manager, Assistant City Manager and 
attorney were actively pursuing information regarding this. He was okay with hanging tight 
and waiting for them to decipher the process.   
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None)  
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
Mr. Benson reminded everyone of the upcoming Everything Meetings training being held at 
the Community Center on Thursday, January 15th at 6:00 p.m.  He mentioned that Nancy 
Faught of HRC recently retired and her replacement would be Karen Stickel. DPW 
sponsored a child for the holiday through Lakes Area Youth Assistance (LAYA) and noted 
the thank you card they received in response to their generosity. He added a quick note 
that the Planning Commission discussed data centers at their recent meeting so in the 
coming months information would be coming to City Council.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Kennedy was honored to be on Council and looked forward to serving the 
community to the best of his ability.  
 
Councilmember Simmons was excited to start her journey on City Council. She mentioned 
that she and her husband moved to Wixom nine years ago, and they have two children. She 
owns a small business and previously served on the Wixom Library Board. She thanked the 
Mayor, Tom Rzeznik and Peter Sharpe for their continued support.   
 
Councilmember O’Dea welcomed the two new members of Council. She looked forward to 
serving alongside them. She was thrilled that she was no longer the rookie on the dais.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann welcomed Councilmember Simmons and Councilmember 
Kennedy. He was excited to serve with them.  
 
Councilmember Gottschall thanked Chief Langmeyer for providing the report regarding the 
Police Department. It was always nice to get an annual update and get a feel of what’s 
being planned. He appreciated that promotions were coming from within the Department. 
He was aware that a large portion of retirees had been with Wixom PD for the majority or 
their entire career. He hoped the current batch of police officers would follow suit. He 
wished Nancy Faught a happy retirement and appreciated all the work she’s given to the 
City over the years. He wished the newly retired members of Council well and welcomed the 
two newest members to the dais.  
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Councilmember Gronlund-Fox welcomed the new Council members. She encouraged them 
to reach out and ask questions as they were always eager to help. When she read the 
Senior Commission minutes, she learned that they didn’t have any room in the Senior 
Lounge for donations so she asked that administration find a little space (DPW, City Hall, 
Community Center) for those donations because it was a great program. She said that she 
was not aware that Wixom adopted a child for the holidays. She would appreciate more 
information on that during the next holiday season so departments outside of DPW could 
participate.   
 
Mayor Beagle welcomed the new members. He thanked Ms. Faught and wished her a 
happy retirement. He reminded the dais that the City Manager’s evaluation would be 
coming up soon and asked them to check their calendar so they could schedule a goal 
session in late February or early March.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED: 
1/27/2026 


