CITY OF WIXOM
49015 PONTIAC TRAIL
SENIOR COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, March 17,2025

Chairperson Korleski called the meeting of the Senior Citizen Commission to
order at 11:05 am with the following individuals in attendance:

Commission: Jean Korleski, Anna Contreras, Kathleen MclLaurin, and Doris
Dubilzig

Absent: Mary Grant (excused) Judy Celinske (excused) George Carty
(excused)

Staff: Melisa Burnham, Senior Coordinator
Steve Brown, City Manager

AGENDA CHANGES:

City Manager, Steve Brown gave an update on the new signage for the
Senior Center,

Mr. Brown passed out designs of the new signage and explained where it will
be going. There will be information about the senior center on the electronic
sign but no additional signage in front of the building along Pontiac Trail
Road.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Moved and seconded by Commissioners MclLaurin and Contreras to approve
the Senior Commission meeting minutes of December 16, 2024

Vote: Motion Carried

CORRESPONDENCE: (None)

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
Introductions were made to senior center member, Suzi Bogrow, Vicki
Johnson, and Judy Kline.

The Senior Center members discussed their displeasure with some of the
renovations made in the senior center. They said the lighting was not good
and doesn’t allow them to see well enough to play cards and the baffles
placed near the ceiling are causing a buildup of dust that the seniors are
breathing in and the dust also falls on their clothing. Mr. Brown told the
group that the lighting is going to be upgraded and they are just waiting on
the contractor. The baffles were being discussed by the city but Mr. Brown



was not sure where it stood. He will follow up on it. Commissioner McLaurin
asked if the seniors would be asked to approve the changes to the lighting
and baffles. The Senior Coordinator explained that the Seniors will not be
voting on any changes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1) Update on Chair Volleyball equipment request (score boards and court
lines, currently using masking tape)

2.) Update on card playing supplies

Coordinator Burnham gave a big thank you to the Commission for voting to
purchase the new score boards for volleyball. She said the score boards are
really helping to keep an accurate score and it helps those with hearing
problems know the current score.

She also thanked them for the new cards and the card shufflers. The seniors
are enjoying the new items.

Commissioner Dubilzig asked why the minutes said it was $50 but the
activities fund is reporting $136.66. Coordinator Burnham said she put it all
under the line for cards because it was all purchased at the same time on
Amazon. The $136.66 includes the score board and the card items.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.) Senior Coordinator Review of December, January and February
Programming

a. Membership

b. Fitness

c. Trips

d. Health
e. Events/Parties
f. Equipment Loan Program
g. Assistance to Seniors and Community
h. Games

Ms. Burnham briefed the Commission on the status of the membership, with
37 new members as of March 2025. She spoke about fitness classes, recent
trips they've taken, recent parties and community assistance. There is a new
Zumba Gold instructor, her name is Maria and she also teaches at the
Richardson Center. Some of the Richardson members are coming for her
classes here and two have joined the Wixom Senior Center. M. Burnham is
stilling trying to find a Line Dancing instructor. Fitness instructor, Lorraine



Stroup, Ann Laidlaw and Claudia Losch did a free line dancing class and
everyone had a great time. They are going to do it once or twice a month.
The new Yoga instructor started two weeks ago and she has received great
reviews. Commissioner McLaurin commented that the substitute instructor
for fitness needs too slow down between exercises. M. Burnham said she
would talk to her and give her the feedback.

The coordinator talked about trips and said there is some frustration with the
number of Seniors asking for trips and making suggestions and then not
signing up or showing up for the trips. Chairperson Korleski asked if there
were enough seniors signed up for the Purple Rose tour. M. Burnham told
her that as of today there were not enough signed up. J. Korleski said she
would work on some people. Commissioner McLaurin said the residents at
Waldenwoods took a trip to the Holocaust Museum and really enjoyed it.

Events were discussed and the coordinator said she is trying to participate in
community events with the seniors. They signed up to pass out candy for
the DDA Candy Lane but they only had one child come. She will continue to
seek out events that will connect the seniors with the community. The
Christmas party had a great turn out and it was a wonderful event. M.
Burnham also said the Pop-Up City Manager was well received. The next
Pop-Up will be with the Chief of Police.

The Equipment Loan program had 5 walker rentals since December.

The Senior Activities Fund was reviewed. Coordinator Burnham verified that
the June party will have $5 coverage for members.

She told the group she is working on a hypnotist for the Halloween party and
Dueling Pianos for the Christmas party.

M. Burnham informed the commission that the last time the memory plague
was updated was in August of 2023. She has 8 more members to be put on

the plaque and will be asking members for additional names in her Thursday
email.

Public attendee, Suzi Bogrow brought up that the large Sequence game has
been missing since the renovations were completed in the Senior Center. M.
Burnham said she would look for the game in the back room. S. Bogrow said
the game is very expensive.

S. Bogrow said she is happy that Brookdale members are doing activities
with us. M Burnham said she is working on Rose and Novi Lakes. The City
Manager has given the Senior Center funds to create brochures. M. Burnham
is working on two different brochures. The first brochure is informational on
everything the Wixom Senior Center offers and the second brochure is ways



people can support the senior center. Vice Chairperson Contreras said that
Milford and Richardson Center track the names of the people that come to
the centers and they receive money. She didn't know where the funding was
coming from. M. Burnham shared that Oakland County has start up grants
but they only last a year before all the responsibility comes back to the
coordinator to manage and track, which would be too difficult for a part time
coordinator. M. Burnham said she gets a lot of phone calls from seniors
needing assistance with help on their homes, or yard work. She has to refer
them to local schools and churches.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None)

INFORMATION: (None)

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: Commissioner Dubilzig stated she brought
3 new members to the Senior Center.

STAFF COMMENTS: (None)

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.




