CITY OF WIXOM
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2024

Deputy Mayor Rzeznik called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Present: Mayor: P. Beagle (excused)
Deputy Mayor:  T. Rzeznik
Councilmembers:  P. Behrmann
K. Gottschall
T. Gronlund-Fox
P. Sharpe
R. Smiley

AGENDA CHANGES: Deputy Mayor Rzeznik moved the First Call to the Public

immediofe|y fo||owing the Presentation #2.

PRESENTATION:
1) Presentation of Fiscal Year 2023-2024 City of Wixom Financial Audit

Martin Olejnik, the partner from Plante Moran that was on the audit, was joined by James
Haapala, the Senior Manager. He noted that the Opinion Letter was an unmodified
opinion, which means that you could re|y on the numbers that were presen’red for budge‘red
purposes and other reports.

James Hoopo|o reviewed some of the 2024 highhgh’rs. The unossigned fund balance in the
General Fund was opproximofe|y $5.7 million this year. Expendifures and transfer in the
General Fund were over $13 million. The City was invested roughly $8.8 million in capital
assets and the pension plan was 85% funded as of June 30, 2024. The retiree healthcare
system was over 100% funded as of June 30, 2024.

Next, he presented a five-year trend of General Fund revenue. The total revenue increased
Opproximo‘re|y $125 million from the prior year. Most of that amount was related to
property taxes, which went up about $632,000, offset by inter-governmental revenue and
permit revenue decreosing s|igh’r|y compored to 2023. He also reviewed the General Fund
expendi’rures for the year. The General Fund expendifures alone increased rougHy one-half
million dollars from the prior year. Transfers were included in this number and ’rhey
increased rough|y $3 million from last year. The other remaining expendi’rure balances were
comp0r0b|e to last year.

Mr. Haapala talked about the General Fund including Budget Stabilization and other
finoncing sources. The City had more expenses than revenue for 2024 and used $2.2 million
of its fund balance. Water, sewer and copi‘ro| were also talked about. He indicated the
City's pension funding compored to the state was over average while just under for the
county. However, retiree health care was over average for both the state and county.

Mr. Olejnik thought the City did a good job overall managing the funds, especially issuing
bonds for OPEB years ago. He noted the City was doing a great job in investing in capital
and infrastructure and sugges‘red ‘rhey continue fo keep a copifo| p|on for five/ten years out.

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox understood they believed the City managed OPEB well;
however, she wondered if Plante Moran felt the same way about the pension. Mr. Olejnik
’rhough’r the pension being at 85% was good. He stated that if you put money into the
pension system you couldn’t use it for any other purpose, so being 100% funded was usuo||y
not the most recommended opprooch. Councilmember Gronlund-Fox asked if there was a
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recommended number on the range of the fund balance as to where it should be. Mr.
Olejnik said there wasn't a top end but there was definitely a low-end marker. Most
communities want to have at least a total amount that would cover three months of
expenses.

92.) Presentation on Spurt Operations at the DPW

Mr. Sikma mentioned how ihey received odor comp|gin’rs over the last several months so
’rney felt it was necessary to bring in Mr. Whiﬂey from Spurt Industries to exp|oin what Tney
were doing to address the matter.

Bill Whitley from Spurt Industries gave a presentation relating to the recent concerns of
odor coming from the composting site. He believed the cause of the recent odor was a
result of the change from GFL to Priority Waste in the waste hauling business. As this
fransition ngppened, M. Wniﬂey said ‘rney've seen cngnges in the volume of material unlike
gnyining Tney've seen before. He indicated the odor cornp|gin‘rs started in late August and
that coincided perfecﬂy with the dramatic increased volume of material from Priority
Waste. Tney did not anticipate the materials to come in as fast as ‘rney did and therefore,
did not do a good enough job in mixing their pi|es correc’r|y. To remedy the situation, ’rney've
hired additional staff and brougni in additional equipment fo furn the |oi|es. He was aware
the community Tnoughi it may be food scraps causing the odor; however, Tney did not
believe that was the case. The creation of the odor came from the increased ygrd waste
volume. He exp|gined how Jrhey've been receiving food scraps from Ann Arbor since Ju|y
2023, and U of M since December 2023, in addition to the food scrap program in Wixom.
He said iney haven't seen @ nuge amount of participation in the local food waste program
nor had ’rney seen any of the concerns that were expressed prior to the programming
kicking off, such as rodents and contamination. He said ‘rney had a scientist that monitored
every pi|e cnecking the recipe and mdking any necessary gdjusimen’rs. Tney p|onned tfo go
to aerated static pi|es which were concrete pgds with pipes under the concrete that blow
and suck air g||owing the pi|es to be given oxygen 24/7 which reduces the processing fime,
odor and fires. He mentioned how Jrney've received a grant for p|gnning and design of the
aerated pi|es and noped to receive another grant for irnp|ernen‘rg’rion. Lgs’r|y, he expressed
his genuine concern for the community and wanted to make sure the residents and citizens
were happy.

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox was curious as to Wny the volume increased in August and
September. Mr. Whitley said GFL owned their own compost site and once Priority Waste
took over Tney started bringing their materials to Spurt.

Spurt had odor concerns before said Councilmember Sharpe. His apprehension was the
nature of the smell in some of the complaints as its been described to a landfill or rotting
ggrbgge. He wasn't sure if composting would make that smell and that was concerning.

Councilmember Behrmann noted a few things didn't line up from the presentation. He
understood the first cornp|din‘r came in on August 8™ and the comp|gini indicated that it
had been going on for several weeks; however, occording to the presentation the volume
was down at that time. Also, he didn't understand Wny the emp|oyees couldn’t smell it and
it took a complaint to act.

Mr. Wniﬂey said Tney believed the first odor comp|gini was due to an isolated incident so
once the comp|oinis continued, ’rney hired more staff and purcndsed additional equipment.
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Councilmember Behrmann opprecioied the presentation and the fact Spurt Industries
contributed to the community but if the odor concerns were not resolved, he would vote to
reject their contract come Spring 2025.

Deputy Mayor Rzeznik thought the increase in customers since they've started the program
in 2008 was substantial. He asked if they took in food waste from U of M football games.
Mr. Whitley said they did not as it was too contaminated.

Mr. Brown was aware that Mr. Whitley was one of the foremost experts in the field as he
held many certifications and sat on many odvisory boards. He hoped that would give the
Council and residents some reassurance.

Ken Burke of 2512 Hedighom Blvd. was upset because there was a strong foul odor in his
neighborhood. He'd been a resident of Wixom since 1999 but recently considered moving
because he could no |onger sit outside due to the smell. He welcomed the Council to come
to his home during the summer months to smell the odor he was ’ro|i<ing about. He was
concerned to learn that the composting site was run by a private business because ihey
would on|y want to make more money.

Carl Oldford of 1935 Charms Road mentioned that his home was only four houses down
from Spurt Industries. He indicated that once in a while you may smell a foul odor when
’rhey were mixing their pi|es but it went away after 24 hours. He understood there was a
hiccup but opprecioied Spurt was Working to make it righi. He respec’red that Spurt cared
about the community and gave back.

Kathy Gawronski of 2448 Hedigham Blvd. said she'd been a resident for over thirty years
and recycled/composted regularly. Until this past summer she never noticed a foul odor so
she filed many complaints with the City and DPW. She wasn't sure Spurt knew how to
contain the smell and quesiioned how the Council would make sure Spurt had the righi
recipe to break down the compost correcHyi She quesiioned Why U of M was sending their
compost to Wixom when They had their own foci|iiy.

Danny Pridmore of 2416 Hedigham Blvd. had been a resident for the last twenty-five
years. He echoed the previous comments. He couldn’t understand how folks couldn’t smell
it because he could smell it ‘rhroughoui his enfire neighborhood. He said that you could
hord|y be outside and enjoy your home. He urged Council to make this an ob|igoiion and
get the odor taken care of.

Mike Dornan of 2192 Hedigham Blvd. said that he was part of the original implementation
of the composting site back in 2008. He was concerned about the capacity of the location
and if Spurt was ’roking in too much. He knew Spurt had increased in size over the years
and their main headquarters was at the site located within the City's DPW yard. He stated
that at some point the law of diminishing rnorgino|s turned into the law of diminishing
prohis as the amount of time and resources everyone put into deo|ing with comp|oin’rs,
equipment, employees, etc. so you had to ask yourself if taking in all the materials was
worth it.

Luca Budimir of 2496 Hedigham Blvd. said he's lived in his home for about five years. The
smell was so bad in his subdivision that he and his neighbors felt it was incredib|y
necessary to come and speak to City Council. Considering he just came from work and
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wouldn't get to see his children before their bedtime should demonstrate how important
this was to him. He had a young family and over the summer his children didn't want to
go outside to p|oy because it smelled so bad. His fami|y was curren’r|y |ooking at
purchosing another home outside of the City and since Spurt was |ool<ing fo expond, he
assumed that moving out of Wixom was probably a good idea.

Bob Gawronski of 2448 Hedigham Blvd. echoed every other comment about the smell
being real. He found it inferesting that the odor was brouthr up to Council before. He
would like Council to take a proactive approach on this instead of waiting until residents
comp|oined. He Thoughf that Council should consider osking themselves Why fhey were
taking in food waste from Ann Arbor. He suspected if they didn't have Ann Arbor's food
waste they wouldn't have an issue. If the reason Ann Arbor didn't want to take the food
waste was because of the BCl bags than they should ask themselves why they were taking
it in Wixom. He does not know how anybody could reasonably think that food waste
wouldn’t become one |orge rat/rodent buffet.

Sharon Cebulski of 2112 Hedigham said she was also at the meeting because of the foul
odor in her neighborhoodi She didn't think you could put fats in compost so she was
concerned when she heard that was part of Wixom's food waste program. She knew that
other communities that composTed fats have run into unintended consequences. She hoped
the City was doing their homework so they don't run into the same circumstances or
pollute the watershed or o|rin|<ing water.

MINUTES:
CM-11-149-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Sharpe
to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of November 12, 2024.

Vote: Motion Carried

CORRESPONDENCE:
1.) Downtown Wixom Road Safety Audit (RSA) Findings Report
2.) Approved DDA Regular Meeting Schedule - 2025

CITY MANAGER REPORTS:
1.) Quarterly Investment and Budget Report - June 2024
2.) Departmental Reports - October 2024

There were no questions or comments for either report.

CONSENT AGENDA:
CM-11-150-24: Motion and seconded by Councilmembers Smiley and Behrmann
tfo approve the Consent Agendo as presen’red which included:

1) Approval to Receive and File:
a. Downtown Development Authority Minutes of October 22, 2024
b. Planning Commission Minutes of October 21, 2024
2.) Request for Approval of the 2025 Proposed Operating Budget for the Michigan Air
Line Trailway Management Council
3.) Recommendation to Accept a Permanent Sidewalk Easement for 1746 North Wixom
Road at a Cost of $1,320.00 from the Safety Path Engineering Account #223-555-
965-390
4.) Recommendation to Sign and Transmit a Letter of Support Urging Advocacy from
Governor Whitmer for Michigan House Bills 4274 and 4275 to Establish the Revenue
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Sharing Trust Fund and Secure Predictable and Secure Funding for Critical Local
Services

Vote: Motion Carried

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:

There were no comments.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (None)

NEW BUSINESS:
1) Rec;lommendo’rion to Review, Accept and File the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Financia
Audit

CM-11-151-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gottschall and Smiley
to approve the recommendation to review, accept and file the Fiscal Year 2023-2024
Financial Audit.

Vote: Motion Carried

2.) Recommendation to Approve a 10-year Michigan Uniform Video Service Local
Franchise Agreement with Comcast Cable Communications, LLC, a Delaware
Company d/b/a as Comcast, and the Continuation of the City's membership with the
Western Oakland County Cable Communications Authority for the Duration of the
Agreement and Authorize the Mayor to Sign the Agreement

CM-11-152-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gottschall and Smiley

to approve a 10-year Michigan Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with
Comcast Cable Communications, LLC, a Delaware Company d/b/a as Comcast, and
the continuation of the City's membership in the Western Oakland County Cable
Communications Authority for the duration of the agreement and authorize the Mayor
to sign the agreement.

Vote: Motion Carried

3.) Recommendation to Award the Municipal Complex Duct Cleaning Services Contract
to Ductz of Southeast Michigan of Livonia, Ml in the Amount of $32,800

CM-11-153-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Sharpe
to award the municipal complex duct cleaning services contract to Ductz of Southeast

Michigan of Livonia, Ml in the amount of $32,800.

Mr. Sikma said some of the air ducts hadn't been cleaned in years or ever; ‘rherefore,
’rhey felt it was necessary to get it done and get on a rotation for the future. They went
with Ductz of Southeast Michigan of Livonia because they were the lowest bidder.

VOTE MOTION CARRIED

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:

Dale Brantigan of 1748 N. Wixom Road addressed Council regarding the interest the
City has with putting a sidewalk in front of his house. He understood the City would like
to have an easement for that sidewalk. He indicated that Wixom Road had a 50mph
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speed limit and it was on|y two lanes. He feared for the pedes‘rrigns Wg|l<ing g|ong the
sidewalk because of the speed limit on the road he had to pu|| info his drivewgy at
25mpn That was his on|y objec’rion fo nciving a sidewalk. He understood the project
vpou|d move g|ong anyway. He hasn't seen an offer that he's interested in approving at
this tfime.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:

Mr. Brown congratulated the DDA for they were recognized by the Michigan Downtown
Association (MDA) at their Annual Conference for the “Best Promotional Event” for the
Wixom Block Party. He also mentioned how they received a wonderful email thanking
the DPW for the leaf curbside pickup service. The resident expressed their appreciation
for the leaf program and for the work of the DPW staff. He said there were six
ernp|oyees ce|ebrgiing work anniversary in the month of December ranging from 1to 23
years.

Mr. Benson had no comments.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Councilmember Shorpe believed H’iey needed to determine the source of the prob|em
before Tney quit ’rgking in food scraps from Ann Arbor. He lived in the area near
Hedigham Blvd. and couldn’t smell an odor but he had smelled it in the past. He
’rnougn’r it was inferesting that these residents haven't smelled it before so that made
him think what was going on in their neck of the woods. His point being that ’rney were
not sure it was Spurt causing the odor or it could be someining specific fo Hedignorn
Blvd. He wondered if gnybody went to the cornp|oin’r sites considering ‘rney were all on
Hedigham Blvd. He wasn't convinced that Spurt was the root cause of the odor. He
asked himself how |ong ‘rney would have to talk about Spurt before ‘rney took control
and proactive rather than reactive. He thought the Mr. Brantigan’s point about the
sidewalk easement on Wixom Road was valid. He wished everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox thanked Ms. Stamper and her staff for all their work on
the audit. She congratulated the DDA on their award for the Block Party. She thought
the DPW did an amazing job picking up the leaves and plowing snow. She was happy
to see residents appreciating those services. She congrgiu|oied those ce|ebroiing work
anniversaries and wished everyone a Happy Tngnksgiving.

Councilmember Gottschall clarified that the smell had been going on for quite some
time as he's smelled it around mid-October. He mentioned that he's smelled it as far as
Loon Lake Elementary. He was willing to give the grace to get it figured out as he knew
’rney p|gnned tfo improve the system. He described the smell to be similar to manure. He
wasn't sure a manure smell was the food waste because it sounded like the food waste
pre-dgied the odor issues. He noped this could be solved before gnybody moved of the
City or contracts were cancelled. He urged everyone to give it some time to get ‘rnings
figured out. He quesiioned why the Council was negring about this at the end of
November when comp|oinis started four months ago. He wished the administration
could take care of Tnings like this on their own before it goft to residents ngving tfo come
to Council frustrated and upset. There were mu|’rip|e levels of staff that could have
addressed it. In the future he would like to see stuff like this stop before it gets elevated
to the Council level.

Councilmember Smiley appreciated Mr. Whitley coming to Council. He liked hearing
that Spurt was |ooking fo remedy the prob|em considering there seemed to be a
reoccurrence. He didn't like to hear that peop|e were Jrhin|<ing about moving out of
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Wixom because of this but that cer’roin|y he|peo| the Council to understand what a
concern it was to residents. He believed that Mr. Sikma had a good insight to what was
going on at Spurt considering his office was right there. He asked Mr. Whitley why the
BCl bags were not breaking down. In addition, he wondered if Spurt was pressing the
maximum capacity of that location.

Mr. \)\/hiﬂey said there wasn't a concern with certified pockoging not breoking down in
commercial composting sites. He stated Jrhey had no goc1| or |o|on to go significonﬂy
above the current volume They were receiving. If there was a grow‘rh p|on for Spurt it
would be at a different piece of property. He said ‘rhey understood what was hoppening
in their pi|es. He said it wouldn't be solved tomorrow as it would take them a few weeks
tfo get Through the pi|es but he assured the City that ‘rhey wouldn't be To|king about this
same issue next November.

Councilmember Behrmann wished all of the residents would have s’royed to hear the
comments/responses to their comments. He ogreed there was a breakdown with the City
management as there was zero reason why the comp|oinJrs from August were being
addressed now. He thought the City valued their partnership with Spurt and he wanted
that to continue but They had to be proactive and fix the prob|em. He said there was no
reason why residents had to comp|oin in the first p|c|ce. He was certain that Mr. Sikma
and Mr. \)\/hiﬂey could smell the odor and could have remedied the prob|em before the
resident’s comp|oineo|. He also believed the comp|oin+ process needed to be going fo a
central location. He quesﬂoned if Onybody looked at the Habitat to determine if the
smell was coming from that location. He would like to see the sidewalk o|ong Wixom
Road fixed up to Charms as they've obtained the easements so he wasn't sure why that
wasn't done yet. He stated this should be a priority. He thinks they need to fix the issues
with that sidewalk before They go and spend more money on another sidewalk. He
appreciates the increased po|ice activity Throughou’r the City as he'd seen many cars
pulled over on Charms, Wixom and Maple Roads.

Deputy Mayor Rzeznik echoed the councilmembers comments regording the timeliness
of action taken as this should've been addressed a lot sooner. He didn't think residents
should have to come to Council to comp|oin all these months later. He suggesfed that
Spurt put Togefher an information piece regording food waste, where was it coming
from, volume, compos‘rob|e containers, etc. He looked forward to seeing everyone at the
Tree Lighting and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m.

Crystal Opalko
City Clerk

APPROVED 12/10/2024



