
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2024 

 
Mayor Beagle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: P. Beagle   
   Deputy Mayor: T. Rzeznik  
   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann  
    K. Gottschall 
       T. Gronlund-Fox  
    P. Sharpe  
    R. Smiley  
      
AGENDA CHANGES: (None) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

1.) Public Hearing to Solicit Community Input Regarding the Utilization of 2025 
Community Development Block Grant Program Allocation  

 
Mayor Beagle read the Rules for Public Speaking at a Public Hearing. He then opened the 
Public Hearing at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Candice Hovarter from Meals on Wheels mentioned that they serviced 52 seniors in 
Wixom.  She said they often had instances when the volunteers dropping off the meals 
were the only folks the seniors saw that day. She said this program ensured the seniors 
were fed Monday through Friday. In addition, they had frozen meals for the weekend 
and/or dry boxes available in the event of bad weather.  
 
Tiffany Atkinson of Hospitality House explained that their food pantry was set up so the 
client could shop for what they needed twice a month. She said much of the products 
available in the pantry were food, household and healthcare items. She added that they 
serviced 235 households in Wixom. She explained how they created a program that could 
feed the students of the Walled Lake Consolidated School District over the weekend. On 
Friday, students took a bag home containing 6 meals and 4 snacks. The clients they 
serviced were at least 200% below the poverty level.    
 
Mayor Beagle closed the Public Hearing at 7:08 p.m. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
CM-11-142-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Sharpe                                 
to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of October 22, 2024. 
  
  Vote:                         Motion Carried 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.) DTE Electric Company Notice of Hearing – Case No. U-21594 
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CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Fire – September 2024 
2.) Police – September 2024 

 
There were no questions or comments for either report.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
CM-11-143-24: Motion and seconded by Deputy Mayor Rzeznik and Councilmember 
Behrmann to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 

1.) Approval to Receive and File: 
a. Downtown Development Authority Minutes of August 27, 2024 
b. Library Board Minutes of September 23, 2024 
c. Planning Commission Minutes of October 7, 2024 

2.) Recommendation to Approve the Contract with Trivium Racing, Inc. for Timing 
Services Associated with the Downtown Development Authority’s Wixom Derby Day 
Event to be Held on May 3, 2025 with Costs Charged to the Derby Day Account 
#248-729-956.008 and Authorize the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the Contract on 
Behalf of the City 

3.) Recommendation to Accept the Water Main Easement located at The Learning 
Experience, 1735 North Wixom Road, Granted by Wixom Land Holdings, LLC for 
One Dollar 

 
 Vote:          Motion Carried 

 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
There were no comments. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Approve a Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance to 
Amend Title 9.00, Public Peace and Welfare, Chapter 9.16, Offenses Pertaining to 
Property to Add a New Section 9.16.140, Graffiti and to Provide Penalties for 
Violations Thereof  

 
CM-11-144-24: Moved and seconded made by Councilmembers Smiley and Gronlund-Fox              
to approve the second reading and adoption of an ordinance to amend title 9.00, Public 
Peace and Welfare, Chapter 9.16, offenses pertaining to property to add a new section 
9.16.140, Graffiti and to provide penalties for violations thereof. 
 
Mr. Benson explained how this ordinance had been discussed in a prior meeting and this 
action was to adopt the ordinance.  
 
  Vote:                                                            Motion Carried 
                                
  
NEW BUSINESS:  

1.) Recommendation to Authorize the Submittal of the 2025 Community Development 
Block Grant Program Allocation in the Amount of $48,527 with $7,279 for Public 
Services/Emergency Services and $41,248 for Civic Center Improvements 

 
CM-11-145-24: Moved and seconded Deputy Mayor Rzeznik and Councilmember Smiley                      
to approve the recommendation and authorize the submittal of the 2025 Community 
Development Block Grant Program Allocation in the Amount of $48,527 with $7,279 for 
Public Services/Emergency Services and $41,248 for Civic Center Improvements. 
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Ms. Magee explained how the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
provided funding for the purpose of renovating older homes, revitalizing neighborhoods, 
providing human services or rebuilding community infrastructure in areas of low to 
moderate income residents. Considering there were federal regulations on how the 
funding must be allocated and they were only limited to two projects, it was suggested 
CDBG funs be used for two projects: 1.) Hospitality House 2.) Civic Center – extend The 
Loop pathway.     
 
Councilmember Gottschall wanted to find a way where they could donate funds to more 
organizations in need. 
 
Both Councilmembers Gronlund-Fox and Behrmann would also like to see more funding 
go toward various organizations.  
 
Mr. Brown would look into any stipulations regarding donating funds outside of CDBG.  
 
Councilmember Behrmann looked forward to the budget sessions when he could learn 
more about The Loop pathway expansion.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rzeznik thought Ms. Magee did a good job trying to make everything 
fair.  
 
Mayor Beagle thanked Ms. Magee for trying to work with the funding they had 
available and being as fair as possible. He knew how frustrating it was when their hands 
were tied on how they could allocate these funds. 
 

 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
 
2.) Recommendation to Approve the Master Plan Review Scope of Work from Carlisle 

Wortman Associates of Ann Arbor, Michigan for an Amount Not to Exceed $48,750 
from Planning – Special Studies Account #101-721-956.481 

 
CM-11-146-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Smiley and Behrmann                
to approve the Master Plan review scope of work from Carlisle Wortman Associates of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan for an amount not to exceed $48,750 from Planning – Special 
Studies Account #101-721-956.481. 
 
Mr. Benson explained the Master Plan was adopted by City Council in 2020 and 
according to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA), communities were required 
to review their Master Plan every five years to determine if it needs to be amended. He 
said a Master Plan update had been budgeted for Fiscal Year 2024/2025. Carlisle 
Wortman Associates (CWA) provided a proposed scope of work where they wouldn’t 
re-do the current plan but look into various parts to determine how much growth and 
development had taken place since it was adopted. He noted that the Planning 
Commission reviewed this Master Plan Scope and agreed unanimously to move forward.  
 
Mr. Matteo Passalacqua of Carlisle Wortman Associates said they would focus on key 
areas such as; the challenges with developing the VCA-Core, planning for the move of 
Wixom Elementary, addressing the changing trends in retail and office development 
post-COVID and the decline of traditional strip-centers and identify traffic issues and 
future pedestrian mobility.  
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Councilmember Gottschall suggested they consider looking into the strip-malls within 
their community as some of them had lost their main anchor pharmacy store.  He would 
like to consider how they could redevelop, repurpose or rezone them in a way that it 
didn’t come as a surprise to the building owner. In addition, he would not want the City 
to turn into a high vacancy strip-mall community.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rzeznik echoed Councilmember Gottschall’s comments. He thought this 
may be one of the most fundamental master plan reviews considering the climate had 
changed so much throughout the last five years.  

   
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
  

3.) Recommendation to Accept Hubbell, Roth, & Clark’s Proposal for Design 
Engineering Services for the Wixom Road Traffic Signal Modernizations and Potter 
Road Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon Upgrades and Pedestrian Crossing 
Installation for a Total Not to Exceed $99,225 from Engineering Expense Account 
#202-553-974.400 and Approve the Requested Budget Amendment 

 
CM-11-147-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox to 
accept Hubbell, Roth, & Clark’s proposal for design engineering services for the Wixom 
Road traffic signal modernizations and Potter Road rectangular rapid flashing beacon 
upgrades and pedestrian crossing. 
 
Mr. Sikma said with the assistance of Hubbell, Roth and Clark they applied and 
received a Safety Grant to modernize the traffic signals along Wixom Road at the 
intersection of Charms, Potter and Maple Roads. They planned to upgrade the existing 
flashing beacons on Potter Road at Bell Coney and Beechnut and Potter and Flamingo. 
He added that the improvements were recommended based on historical vehicular and 
pedestrian accidents along Wixom Road and Potter Road.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rzeznik asked if they planned to look into the traffic controller feature 
inside our emergency vehicles so traffic would change when an emergency vehicle was 
approaching. Mr. Darga said they were not approved to get a new signal in front of the 
Fire Station but noted that all the new signals would be tied into the Oakland County 
Road Commission’s fast track system so they could make necessary updates.  

 
Councilmember Gottschall asked if there was a pedestrian or traffic study conducted 
along Potter Road. Mr. Darga said they looked at the entire City and found that these 
roads were in the most need of safety upgrades. Councilmember Gottschall asked if the 
crosswalk signals would constantly flash or would be activated by a button. Mr. Darga 
said they would be push button activated. Councilmember Gottschall explained that he 
did not want to get into the habit of allowing electronics to replace enforcement. He 
was not sure if a signal was warranted considering they did not have a great number of 
people crossing at that location. He was aware that a large number of pedestrians 
crossed Beck Road from the Village.  

 
Councilmember Behrmann liked the idea where the emergency vehicle could activate the 
traffic signal to stop traffic. He knew there was a large amount of money being 
allocated on Charms and Wixom Road for the sidewalk construction. He asked if there 
would be an overlap of funds between the two projects. Mr. Sikma said these funds were 
just for the modernization of the lighting at those crosswalks so the projects shouldn’t 
overlap.  
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Councilmember Sharpe agreed with Councilmember Gottschall. He was concerned 
about the brightness of these crosswalk lights and how it could affect the residents. He 
was wondering if that would be evaluated during a study. Mr. Darga said they would 
only be monitoring the vehicle traffic. Councilmember Sharpe knew they mentioned 
these signals would be part of RCOC’s fast track system so what did that mean. Mr. 
Darga wasn’t exactly sure how fast track worked but thought the traffic flow would 
eventually compute the traffic signal.  
 
  VOTE  MOTION CARRIED 

 
4.) Recommendation and Request to Convene a Closed Session of the City Council, in 

Accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of Reviewing an 
Attorney-Client Privileged Legal Opinion Pursuant to, and Authorized by, MCL 
15.268(h) 

 
CM-11-148-24: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Behrmann and Gronlund-Fox           
to convene a closed session of the City Council, in accordance with the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act, for the purpose of reviewing an attorney-client privileged legal opinion 
pursuant to, and authorized by, MCL 15.268(h). 
 
Roll Call Vote:  (7) AYES – Beagle, Behrmann, Gottschall, Gronlund-Fox, Rzeznik, 

Sharpe, Smiley 
   

(0) NAYS 
 
 
  VOTE  MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None) 
 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Brown indicated that the Oakland County Road Commission planned to build a 
new administrative building in order to increase the efficiency of their operations. 
Additionally, they’ve had a very impressive safety record of roads in their last quarterly 
report. He wanted to thank the voters for passing the road millage on November 5th. He 
congratulated Clerk Opalko and Deputy Clerk Hilton on a successful election.   
 
Ms. Opalko noted that 70% of Wixom voters participated in the General Election on 
November 5th. Of that 14.7% voted early, 46.8% voted by Absentee and 38.5% voted on 
Election Day. She thanked the staff, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Police Department, DPW 
and Election Workers for their outstanding commitment and dedication to making this 
election such a success.  
 
Mr. Benson explained that the Wixom DDA was awarded the Best Promotional Event 
for the Wixom Block Party at the Michigan Downtown Association. This was a great 
honor.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Sharpe thanked the City Clerk’s Office for their hard work on the 
election. He was pleased to hear the voter turnout was 70%.  
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Councilmember Behrmann said he was one of the voters that came to vote on Election 
Day and found the process to be very nicely run. He congratulated Councilmember 
Smiley on his victory in earning the County Commissioner seat.  
 
Councilmember Gottschall congratulated the Clerk and Deputy Clerk on a successful 
election. He witnessed on election day additional staff changing job roles for the day in 
order to make things run smoother and more orderly. He believed that’s exactly what 
they mean when they talk about Wixom staff being family.   
 
Councilmember Smiley noticed the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and City Manager helping 
out on Election Day and he felt that helped make for a smooth day. He thanked the 
voters of Wixom, Walled Lake, Commerce and Novi for their support in voting for him. 
By God’s good grace and their trust in him, he was elected to the Oakland County 
Board of Commissioners. He felt grateful and humbled. He said his opponent, Dr. 
Raman, was a good man and he’s enjoyed working with him while he’s been on City 
Council. He thanked him for his work in this area over the last two years. He thanked 
the voters of Wixom for passing the road millage.  
 
Councilmember Gronlund-Fox echoed the previous comments. She congratulated the 
DDA on their recent award.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rzeznik congratulated the Clerk on doing a wonderful job. He was happy 
that they were able to help out. He thanked the voters for voting and passing the road 
millage. He congratulated Councilmember Smiley on his new role as a County 
Commissioner.  
 
Mayor Beagle thanked the voters for passing the road millage. He congratulated the 
Clerk’s Office on a successful election. He noted that the Clerk was so organized and he 
appreciated being there to help out. He congratulated Councilmember Smiley on being 
elected as the area County Commissioner. Considering there will be a vacant seat on 
City Council, he asked anybody interested in being a member of the Wixom City Council 
to fill out an application and submit it to the City Clerk by December 1st. After that he 
will look through the applications and get with City Council to set up interviews. It was 
his plan to appoint someone during the first meeting in January 2025.  
 
The Council went into Closed Session at 7:59 a.m. and rose from Closed Session at 9:08 
p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
Crystal Opalko 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED 
11/26/2024 


