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FROM THE MAYOR
The Michigan Air Line Trail will be paved and ready for use this Fall! This newly improved 5-plus mile
asphalt trail runs through Commerce Township, Walled Lake and Wixom. For more information, visit our
website (www.wixomgov.org/government/community-services-parks-recreation/michigan-air-line-trail). I
look forward to seeing you walking/biking and enjoying the Michigan Air Line Trail in Wixom!
As always, Wixom has numerous fun City events for all ages to enjoy. Here are a select few highlights:
 Saturday, September 7th - Downtown Development Authority Block Party on Pontiac Trail, between
Wixom and Old Wixom Road
 Sunday, September 29th - Barkin’ in the Park in Gilbert Willis Park
 Saturday, October 12th - Fall Fest/Panther Hunt in Gilbert Willis Park
 Thursday, October 17th - Monster Mash at the Community Center
 Friday, December 6th - Wixom Tree Lighting Festival at City Hall/Community Center
More event information is available in this issue of Crossroads and/or on the City website at
(www.wixomgov.org/government/community-services).
The Clerk’s office will be administering another election on November 5th with the Wixom Mayor and City
Council seats, the Wixom Library Board seats and the Oakland County Community College millage renewal
on the ballot. Clerk Cathy Buck is encouraging all registered voters to join our permanent absentee voter
list in order to receive an Absent Voter Application prior to each election. You can fill out a form on our
website (www.wixomgov.org/government/city-clerk/election-voting-information/absentee-ballots/
permanent-absentee-voter-enrollment/-fsiteid-1) or call the Clerk at 248-624-0865 to sign up.
As always, I highly recommend that Wixom residents and others interested in our community sign up for
eNotification under the “I WANT TO” tab on the homepage of our website (www.wixomgov.org). Help your
City Government team keep you
informed about events, projects and
other things Wixom-related!
Thank you for the privilege and honor of
serving the residents of Wixom as an
elected official for 20 years.
Your Mayor,

Richard Ziegler
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DPW NEWS - 2019 LEAF COLLECTION
As one of the few remaining communities to offer the service, the Department of Public Works (DPW) of the City of Wixom is proud to
bring you Curbside Leaf Pickup again for 2019! This service involves bringing a truck with a vacuum trailer along every residential curb
within the City limits and vacuuming leaves that have been left curbside by residents. This is a six-week long process that is challenged by
many factors:
 Weather (can cause leaves to drop much earlier or much later than average)
 Traffic and parking (sometimes residents or visitors unknowingly park on a street being serviced)
 Age and species of trees (some trees drop their leaves much earlier or much later than average)
 Time required to provide the service
 Equipment impacts when leaves are wet or filled with debris
Here’s how you can help:
 Know the schedule and follow it (sign up for e-mail notifications or look for signage in your neighborhood and refer to the table
on the next page)
 Rake leaves to the curb prior to the week of pickup (between ditch and curb if possible)
 Keep debris out of leaves (pet waste, branches, rocks, metal, lawn clippings)
 Be patient – DPW will make every effort to pick up leaves before the snow falls
If you still have leaves after your pickup has occurred, here are your options:
 Put leaves in yard waste bags or bins for pickup by Waste Management up until the morning of November 26, 2019
 Bring bagged leaves to SPURT located at 2041 Charms Road, Wixom, MI 48393 (they will compost your leaves)
 Hire a contractor to remove leaves
 Compost your leaves for soil enrichment
 Shred leaves with mulching mower and spread as mulch around plants, bushes & trees
 Mow leaves into lawn for soil improvement (visit http://www.socwa.org/lawns_gardens.shtml or more information on
mulching and composting)
If you have questions or comments:
 Refer to schedule
 Follow Facebook for updates
 See our website at https://www.wixomgov.org/government/public-works
 Make sure you’re signed up for e-notifications: https://www.wixomgov.org/government/advanced-components/enotification
 Check signs in your neighborhood
 Call DPW at
(248)624-0141
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2019 LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
10/21—10/25

10/28–11/1

11/4–11/8

11/11–11/15

Trails of Loon Lake

W. Maple Road

Cliffs of Loon Lake

Loon Lake Road

Charms Road

Hillsborough

Northridge/Palmer Estates

Loon Lake Woods

Potter Road

Millstream Estates

Hickory Hills

Finn Camp

Wainstock

Maple Run

Hidden Creek

Courts of Highgate

Pontiac Trail

Nissen Court

Birch Park

Highgate on the Lake

Wixom Road

Cameron Court

Quail Hollow

Highgate on the Green

Wexford Mews

Sibley Court

Indian Springs

Terra Court

Wexford Woods

Theodore Road

Indian Wells

Norton Creek

Wildwood

DPW NEWS CONT’D
Managing Nonpoint Source Pollution from Households

lead directly to the rivers, lakes, and streams, endangering aquatic
life. Follow these simple tips below to help reduce the detrimental
water quality impacts deicers have on the environment:

Nonpoint source (NPS) pollution
is the leading source for water Try an alternative.
Calcium magnesium acetate (CMA) was developed as a
quality degradation in the 
deicing alternative because it has fewer adverse
United States. Nonpoint source
environmental impacts than salt and does not cause
pollution is runoff from urban
corrosion. Although CMA is more expensive than rock salt, it
residences, agricultural fields,
is recommended for environmentally sensitive areas.
impervious surfaces, construction activity, and any other over land

GeoMelt 55, a sugar beet juice product, which makes salt
flow that enters our waterways while accumulating pollutants.
more effective at melting ice and snow; lowers the amount of
Detrimental outcomes such as eutrophication, sedimentation, and
salt needed; and is more environmentally-safe and less
contamination can severely affect aquatic and terrestrial habitat in
corrosive than traditional products.
addition to impact drinking water supplies.
There are several proactive measures a home owner can take to Reduce your salt use. By limiting the amount of salt we use on
help reduce the amount of NPS pollutants entering local lakes, sidewalks and driveways, we can reduce the amount of polluted
storm water washing into our waterways.
streams, and rivers. These preventive measures include:




Keeping litter, pet waste, and lawn waste out of storm drains.
Control soil erosion on your property by planting vegetation
Immediately clean up any oil and grease spills when
maintaining your vehicle.
Apply lawn and garden chemicals sparingly. Alternatives for
chemicals and fertilizers include low phosphorous brands.
Properly dispose of household chemicals, cleaners, paints, and
other hazardous chemicals. Do not dump these harmful
chemicals down your drain or any storm sewer.

Limit access. Limit access to your home to one entrance. For
every doorway that is not used, there will be less salt running into
the catch basin in your street.

Keep in mind that although there are alternative deicers, this does
not mean that we can utilize more of the alternatives because they
are slightly better than salt. The best solution in minimizing water

quality impacts is to limit your overall use of deicing materials. For
more information, visit the State of Michigan website at
www.michigan.gov or the Michigan Department of Environment,
For more information on nonpoint source pollution, please visit Great Lakes, and Energy at https://www.michigan.gov/
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) website at egle/0,9429,,00.html.
www.epa.gov or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Sign up for e-Notification to stay
Administration’s (NOAA) website at www.noaa.gov.


Winter Salt Practices for Water Quality Improvement
With the upcoming winter season, preparation for snow and ice
removal becomes critical as anticipated winter storms create
mounds of snow to shovel and layers of ice to melt from our
sidewalks and driveways. We often make snow and ice removal
easier by applying deicers like salt. However, salt degrades water
quality by increasing chloride content. Besides sodium chloride,
many deicers also contain chemicals like cyanide. When ice melts,
the salts and chemicals dissolve and flow into street drains that
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informed about all the latest
City news!
Go to www.wixomgov.org
Click I WANT TO
Click e-Notification!

DPW NEWS CONT’D
Wixom’s Snow Policy

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS

There is exciting news in the Fire Department and the Police
The City of Wixom Department of Public Works (DPW) strives Department.
to provide unmatched snow and ice control services keeping
On the fire side, we had three fire recruits complete their
roads drivable for all Wixom residents, businesses and visitors
state-mandated firefighter training. These men went from
during the winter season. Because of the critical nature of this
the
rank
of
Fire
Recruit
to
Probationary
task, the City has developed a snow removal policy designed
Firefighter.
Congratulations to Miguel Peguero, Frank
to prioritize roadway clearing efforts and make efficient use of Hamann, and John Paronish.
staff and financial resources.
On the police side, we welcomed two new police officers:
The first priority is clearing the main areas such as, Charms
Greg Evans and Madalyn Sims. We also promoted Officers
Road, Loon Lake Road, Potter Road, Beck Road, West Maple
Louie McKaig and Paul Machala to the rank of police
Road, Pontiac Trail, West Road, Alpha Tech Drive and the
sergeant. Congratulations to all of these police employees for
Police and Fire parking lots. Once the main areas are their achievements.
completed, the neighborhood and industrial subdivisions are
cleared next. Lastly, the main sidewalks and bike paths are On July 8, 2019, the Police Department began the Traffic Safety Officer
cleared. Winter maintenance of Wixom Road is the (TSO) initiative. Officer Mike [Pistolesi] is the dedicated TSO. His fulltime duty is to carry out the three Es of traffic safety: Enforcement,
responsibility of the Oakland County Road Commission.
Education, and Engineering. I believe this will make Wixom a safer
As a resident and homeowner, you can aid our community place in which to live, work, and spend time. Say hi to Officer Mike if
during the winter months by keeping sidewalks clear of you see him out and about; just please do not distract him if he is on
accumulated snow and ice, as required per City Ordinance. the side of the road with a vehicle pulled over.
When clearing your sidewalks and driveways, keep in mind it
is a violation of City ordinance to shovel snow into public Be safe everyone.
roadways; this could potentially cause vehicular accidents and Ron, Your public safety director
or obstruct safe and free movement of automobiles. If you
PRESCRIPTION DRUG
have an elderly or disabled neighbor who is unable to clear
TAKE BACK DAY
their walk, do the right thing and assist them in clearing their
What: The DEA is sponsoring a National Take Back Initiative. The
pathways.
National Prescription Drug Take Back Day aims to provide a safe,
Additionally, please do not park in the street during
convenient, and responsible means of disposing of prescription
snowfalls. Cars parked in roadways hinder the ability of the
drugs, while also educating the general public about the potential
DPW to plow roads. Once a snow fall reaches 2”, it becomes
for abuse and medications.
an automatic snow emergency and NO PARKING is allowed on
When: Saturday, October 26
City streets until the roads have been cleared. You could be
Time: 10am - 2pm
ticketed. Please realize when the DPW plows, some snow will
Where: Wixom Police Department
be deposited at the end of your driveway, or up against your
mailbox and it is your responsibility to clear your own
Resource, Recovery and Recycling Authority of Southwest Oakland
driveways and mailboxes. We appreciate your assistance in
County (RRRASOC) has developed the RE-source Guide to put
keeping Wixom safe. If you have any questions, please call the
important
recycling
DPW at (248) 624-0141.
and waste handling
information at your
fingertips. Some of the
information contained
in the guide is included
Remaining 2019 Household Hazardous
here. You can find the
Waste Dates
entire RE-source Guide
October 5, 2019 Novi
at
https://
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
www.wixomgov.org/
Novi Civic Center
home/showdocument?
45175 W Ten Mile Road, Novi (Between Novi and Taft Roads)
id=8247
October 26, 2019 Southfield
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
RRRASOC MRF- Truck Entrance
20875 Mapleridge Avenue, Southfield
For more information and a list of acceptable materials or to
sign up for event notifications and monthly e-newsletter,
visit www.rrrasoc.org or call (248) 208-2270.
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CHANGE YOUR CLOCK - CHANGE YOUR BATTERY

FIRE NEWS

This year we “fall back” to Eastern Standard
Time on Sunday, November 3rd. Mark your
calendar now to change your clock and
change your smoke detector battery. Smoke
detectors do SAVE LIVES. Smoke alarms
should be replaced every 10 years.

NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK OCTOBER 6th-12th

Fire Prevention Week commemorates the Great Chicago Fire in
1871. The two-day blaze on October 8-9, killed more than 250
people, left 100,000 people homeless, and destroyed more than
17,000 buildings. That tragedy inspired reform across America,
spurring new fire safety codes and public awareness campaigns.
Each October the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS
sponsors a fire prevention campaign to highlight the importance of As fall settles in and the home heating season is upon us, residents
fire safety. This year’s theme is: “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape. need to test carbon monoxide detectors. If you don’t own a
Plan and Practice Your Escape.”
detector, consider purchasing one. CO detectors save lives. Carbon
monoxide is odorless, colorless and it kills. Warning signs of carbon
monoxide poisoning are headache, nausea and/or vomiting and
Annual Fire Prevention Week Open House
fatigue. Severity of symptoms varies with age, existing medical
Saturday, October 12th
Join us from 10am - 2pm at Fire Department Headquarters on conditions and physical size. If your detector activates, leave the
Wixom Rd. for demonstrations, activities, and a BBQ picnic lunch. house immediately, then call 911. Do not open doors or windows
to ventilate the house. Fire Department personnel will test your
Kids of all ages are welcome.
home for the presence of carbon monoxide and evaluate your
family for symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning.

WIXOM FIREFIGHTERS FOUNDATION
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019

The Wixom Firefighters Foundation will present to Wixom residents, their 40th annual Breakfast with
Santa on Saturday, December 14, 2019. This social event is held at the Wixom Community Center from
8:00am - 11:00am. Activities include a pancake breakfast and a visit with Santa for all children 10 and
under. To help the less fortunate this holiday season, Wixom Firefighters will be collecting nonperishable food items at this event. Registration deadline: December 6th.
FEE: NON-PERISHABLE FOOD
TO HELP THOSE IN NEED, WE ASK THAT YOU BRING A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM

REGISTRATION FORM
WIXOM RESIDENTS ONLY, PLEASE
LAST NAME:_____________________ CONTACT PHONE#:_____________
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________
# ADULTS & CHILDREN OVER AGE 10:______________________________

WRITE THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX:
AGE

INFANT

1-2

3-4

5-7

GIRLS
BOYS
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 6, 2019
Mail to: Wixom Fire Department
1345 N. Wixom Road
Wixom, MI 48393
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8-10

PARKS & RECREATION EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Adult Fitness Classes
GENTLE YOGA
Who: Ages 13+
When: TUESDAYS 5:45pm-6:45pm
A. Sept. 10 - Oct. 15 (6 wks)
B. Oct. 22 - Dec. 3 (6 wks)
*Omit Nov. 5
Fee:
$50
Where: Community Center
Gentle Yoga is appropriate for all levels. This
class uses restorative poses that gently
stretch and open the body. You can expect
some standing and balance postures, ending
with final relaxation. Bring a mat and
water. Inst: Ms. Michelle 8 min./15 max.

PiYo STRENGTH LIVE!
WIXOM SOCCER BUDDIES

When: TUESDAYS 7-8pm
A1. Sept. 10-Oct. 22 (7 classes, $63)
Who: Age 17+/ 110 lbs & more
B1. Oct. 29-Dec. 17 (7 classes, $63)
When: Wednesday, Sept. 18; 1pm-7pm
*Omit Nov. 5
Wednesday, Dec. 18; 1pm-7pm
THURSDAYS 7-8pm
For
an
appointment
go
to
A2. Sept. 12-Oct. 24 (7 classes, $63)
www.redcrossblood.org (sponsor code:
B2. Nov. 7-Dec. 19 (6 classes, $54)
wixom) or call Kathy at (248) 624-2850.
*Omit Nov. 28
UNLIMITED - TUES/THURS 7-8pm
A3.Sept. 10-Oct. 24 (14 classes, $105)
B3.Oct. 29 - Dec. 19 (13 classes, $98)
*Omit Oct. 31, Nov. 5 & Nov. 28
Where: Community Center
PiYo combines muscle sculpting, core
firming benefits of Pilates with the strength
and flexibility advantages of Yoga. PiYo
speeds everything up by introducing you to
dynamic flowing sequences that burn
calories at the same time as they lengthen
and tone your muscles and increase your
flexibility. Please bring a mat. Inst: Ms.
Kristen & Ms. Renee 8 min./15 max.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Who: Girls and boys ages 3-4
When: Mondays, Sept. 9 - Oct. 28
Time: 6:00-6:45pm
Where: Gunnar Mettala Park
Fee:
$85
Fun way to learn a lifetime sport. No jewelry
for safety. Must have shin guards. Soccer
shoes are not required. Fee includes t-shirt.
Inst: Coach Don

FREE DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Who: Wixom Residents
When: Tuesday, September 17
Tuesday, December 10
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Where: Community Center Parking Lot
Bring your documents for on-site shredding.
Limit of 100 lbs. per household please.

Sunday, September 29 ~ 2pm-4pm
Gilbert Willis Park
Bring the whole family out for a day of fun!
 Dog/Puppy Adoption
 Pet Vendors
 Food for Humans

 Pet Photographer
 Dog Walking Trail
 Temporary Bark Park

1:00 - Flying Houndz Frizbee Show
2:00 - Pet Talent Contest
3:00 - Flying Houndz Frizbee Show
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BARRE ABOVE
When:

WEDNESDAYS 7-8pm
A. Sept. 4 - Oct. 23 (8 wks)
B. Oct. 30 - Dec. 18 (8 wks)
Fee:
$72
Where: Community Center
Barre Above is a totally unique approach to
barre workouts as you’ve seen them. Fusing
the best of Pilates, yoga, aerobics, and
elements of strengthening exercises dancers
do. Barre Above delivers a result driven
workout that is not only fun and dynamic, but
it will sculpt your body and get you into
absolutely amazing shape! Please bring a
mat. Inst. Renee 8 min/20 max.

PARKS & RECREATION EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS
ANNUAL PANTHER HUNT

MONSTER MASH

Who: Age 2-10
When: Saturday, October 12
Rain date October 13
Time: 5pm - 8pm
Where: Gilbert Willis Park
Fee:
$13 per child
Great family event that is fun & festive for kids to dress up and
trick-or-treat along the trail from 5pm-7pm! Pony rides, pumpkin
painting, music, face painting, doughnuts & hayrides for all! Be
sure to find the Panther at the end of the trail! No Pre-Registration
accepted. Registration begins at the park at 4:30pm.
Limited to the first 400 kids.

Who:
When:
Time:
Where:
Fee:

City of Wixom - Halloween Safety

Parents

Trick or Treat Hours: 6-8:30 pm
October 31, 2019
Halloween is a cherished tradition but the excitement of the night
can cause children to forget to be careful. There is no real "trick"
to making Halloween a real treat for the entire family. The major
dangers are not from witches or spirits but rather from falls and
pedestrian/car crashes. Both children and adults need to think
about safety on this annual day of make-believe.

Motorists





The Wixom Police Department urges motorists to be especially
alert on Halloween.
Watch for children darting out from between parked cars,
walking on roadways, medians and curbs.
Enter and exit driveways and side streets carefully.
At twilight and later in the evening, watch for children in dark
clothing.

Everyone
Thursday, October 17
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Community Center
$8/Person (Residents 2 & up)
$10/Person (Non-Residents 2 & up)
Fang-tastic family dance night! Come dressed to give the crowd a
chuckle or a scare. DJ will play the latest knock ‘em dead hits!
Pizza dinner, cookies & punch included. Don’t forget your camera!
Must pre-register by 5:00pm October 11th.
200 people max.

Before children start out on their "trick or treat" rounds, parents
should:
 Make sure that an adult or an older responsible youth will be
supervising the outing for children under age 12.
 Plan and discuss the route trick-or-treaters intend to follow.
Know the names of older children's companions.
 Instruct your children to travel only in familiar areas and along an
established route.
 Teach your children to stop only at houses that are well-lit and
never to enter a stranger's home.
 Establish a return time.
 Tell your youngsters not to eat any treats until they return home.
 Review all appropriate trick-or-treat safety precautions, including
pedestrian/traffic safety rules.
 Pin a slip of paper with the child's name, address and phone
inside their costume.

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

BUS TRIP
The City will be taking a bus trip to
see the Red Wings after the first of
the year! Stay tuned for more
information or call Parks & Rec for
more information at (248) 6242850.
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Tween & Teen Programs
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
The Library is gearing up for another great ACT & SAT STRATEGY SESSION WITH UPCOMING FRIENDS EVENTS
fall of programs, including our favorite long- PRINCETON REVIEW
Fall Silent Auction

LIBRARY NEWS

running programs and some new selections
that we hope will inspire your children’s
creativity and peak your curiosity to learn
something new. Remember to check us out
24/7 on our website www.wixomlibrary.org
to place holds and renew items, to register
for programs and to download audiobooks,
eBooks, and digital magazines.

Who: Parents & Teens Grades 7-12
When: Monday, September 16
Time: 6:00pm
Debunk myths and learn about the
differences between the ACT and SAT to
help you decide which exam to take.

September 30 - October 12
You’ll want to place your bid on a variety of
special finds. The highest bidder goes home
a winner.

Fall Used Book Sale

October 16 - 19
This popular sale offers thousands of gently
Who: Tweens & Teens Grades 3-12
used books, DVD’s, CD’s, puzzles, games
Adult Programs
When: Saturday, October 26
and special items for all ages. You can’t beat
Time: 3:00pm
THE FAYGO BOOK
the prices. Volunteers are needed to help
Compete in teams to see who can decorate during the sale and for set-up and takeWhen: Thursday, September 12
the scariest Halloween cake!
Time: 6:30pm
down. Sign up at the check-out counter.
Author Joe Grimm will tell the story of NOVEL THOUGHTS
Wed., Oct. 16, 5-8pm. Advance sale for
Faygo—tickling the taste buds and
members of the Friends—join at the door.
Who: Tweens Grades 3-6
memories of Detroiters. Books will be
Thur., Oc.t. 17, 10am-8pm
When: Saturday, November 23
available for sale and autograph.
Fri., Oct. 18, 10am-6pm
Time: 12:00pm
Join us for a lively conversation about City of Sat., Oct. 19, 10am-2pm—Fill a bag for $5
DETROIT 67 PERSPECTIVES:
Ghosts by Victoria Schwab and a pizza lunch. Holiday Book Bundles
MYTHS OF THE MODEL CITY
Copies of the book will be available at the December 2 - 24
When: Wednesday, October 9
Children’s Desk.
This crowd pleaser features packages of
Time: 6:30pm
Billy Winkel of the Detroit Historical Society
will explore both the causes and events of
the 1967 uprising. Additionally, this lecture
will seek to dispel many myths that
surround ‘67.

NAILED IT! HALLOWEEN EDITION

www.wixomlibrary.org

Proceeds from all activities benefit the
library.

CUTTING THE CORD
When: Monday, November 18
Time: 6:30pm
Cut your ties with cable and learn about the
various streaming options. Just in time for
Black Friday, we’ll have a hands-on petting
zoo of streaming devices.

books all tied up with a bow. Perfect for
holiday gifts for your favorite readers.
Choose from holiday themes, children’s,
fiction and non-fiction. Priced between $3$10 per bundle.

DDA

The Wixom Downtown Development Authority is excited to
Spectacular Saturdays Children’s have you experience Downtown Wixom. The Wixom DDA would
like to invite you to join them at, and save the dates for, the
Programming Series (Ages 2-10)
following events:
FROZEN FEST

4th Annual Wixom Block Party: “Brews, Tunes, Art, and Food”– September 7, 2019
When: Saturday, September 28
(11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)
Time: 10:30am
Ladies Night Out: Sip N Stroll – October 2, 2019 (5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.)
Get ready for Frozen 2 with an Olaf, Anna 
and Elsa extravaganza!

Downtown Dazzle – November 29, 2019 through January 3, 2020

Wednesdays in Wixom – January of 2020
HALLOWEEN HAPPENING

Wixom Derby Day 5K, 10K, 1 Mile Fun Run, and Tot Trot – May 2, 2020
When: Saturday, October 26
Time: 10:30am
For more information: www.wixomgov.org/dda
Trick-or-Treat in your costumes and enjoy Follow us on Facebook: http://fb.com/downtownwixom
awesome crafts, fall snacks and fun!

THE AMAZING CLARK
When: Saturday, November 16
Time: 10:30am
Magician Eugene Clark will treat us to a
morning full of magic, puppets, comedy and
fun!
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WIXOM SENIOR CENTER
There are many programs offered through the Wixom Senior Center. For a full listing
of programs and activities or for further details about these events, please see the
Wixom Senior Happenings newsletter at www.wixomgov.org. You can also visit the
Senior Center or call (248) 624-0870.

including personal stories of Wixom’s men who volunteered for
the Union Army. Cohassey’s book will be available for purchase at
Our WHS 2019-2020 monthly programs offer a variety of subjects
the meeting.
and are open to the public. Donations are greatly appreciated to
help defray the cost of programming efforts.
“Shipwrecks - Ghosts Beneath the Waters”
When: Monday, November 18
The Lewis and Clark Expedition
Time: 7:00pm
When: Monday, September 16
Where: Community Center
Time: 7:00pm
We welcome back Ric Mixter who last year presented “The
Where: Gibson House
Edmond Fitzgerald” to a full house. Back by popular demand,
Relive the Lewis and Clark expedition of the early American
Mixter will lead us through the devastating cause of ship wrecks in
landscape with society member Jim Allen. Learn the adventure and
Lake Huron. Definitely a meeting not to be missed.
hardships faced by those who opened the frontier of our nation.
While there, the community is invited to place orders for the
Dedication of the Gibson House Marker
society’s annual holiday swag sale. Made from fresh, locally
When: Thursday, September 26
harvested greens with decorative bow, the swags are a perfect
Time: 11:00am
holiday door décor. Cost remains $10 and will be available by early
Where: Gibson House
December. Help support this WHS fund raiser.
Join us at this event for the unveiling of the marker outlining the
history of one of Wixom’s earliest settlers. Gloria Gibson will be on Annual Holiday Wassail
hand to do the honors, made possible and presented to the Wixom When: Sunday, December 8
community through the generous donation of the James D. Gibson Time: 4:00 - 7:00pm
family. Reservations are required for a luncheon scheduled to Where: Gibson House
follow the ceremony. Contact Nancy Dingeldey, (248) 624-3950 by Visit the Gibson House decked out in colorful seasonal holiday
décor and enjoy light sweet treats. An annual event hosted by the
Saturday, September 21.
society, it’s a great opportunity to spread holiday cheer with
“The 22nd Michigan Infantry and the Road to others in the community. Come for a relaxed, stress free
Chitkamauga”
introduction to a favorite holiday month.
When: Monday, October 21
Visit us at www.wixomhistoricalsociety.org and friend us on
Time: 7:00pm
Facebook for all the latest information and events.
Where: Gibson House
Author John Cohassey leads the trek to the Civil War battlefield,

WIXOM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

It’s exciting how close we
are to the completion of the
Michigan Air Line Trail! As
you are driving past the trail,
you may wonder how the
trail came to be.
History
The Michigan Air Line Trail is over five miles.
Phase 1 of the trail begins at Wixom Road just
north of Pontiac Trail and stretches east
through the communities of Walled Lake and
Commerce Township. At its eastern edge, it
meets the West Bloomfield Trail at Haggerty
Road. The property was acquired by the
Trailway Management Council in 2017 for $2.6
million.
Grant funding was generously
provided from the Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund and the Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) through the
Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT). Initially, the City of Wixom
anticipated the paving of the trail would be
many years away.
However, in 2018
additional grant funding for development was
provided by MDOT, the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr.
Foundation and private donor, Mike Levine.

community: Supervisor David Scott from
Commerce Township, Council Member John
Owsinek from Walled Lake and City Manager
Steven Brown from the City of Wixom. The
Council is supported by Trail Manager John
Hensler and Kristen Wiltfang, Principal
Planner,
Economic
Development
&
Community Affairs of Oakland County. This
group of leaders has worked together to
overcome challenges and is pleased to report
that Phase 1 construction is expected to be
completed in fall 2019.

inch finish coat yet to be applied. For your
safety, we ask that residents refrain from
using the Trail until it is opened. Amenities of
Phase 1 will include crossing safety
enhancements, trail entrance safety features,
bike repair stations and mileage markers.
Again, construction of the trail is expected to
be completed by fall 2019.

Future
As Phase 1 is being completed, planning has
already begun for Phase 2. Phase 2 will start
at Wixom Road north of Pontiac Trail and
Bridge
stretch past the City of Wixom’s western
The Michigan Department of Transportation border to meet the Huron Valley Trail. Stay
(MDOT) and Commerce Township opened the tuned to hear more details about the precise
new M-5 Pedestrian Bridge fall 2018. The total path of this portion of the trail!
project cost was $6,013,185, funded primarily
Keep up with all trail related developments on
by the Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air
the Michigan Air Line Trail website: http://
Quality (CMAQ) program via MDOT, with
miairlinetrail.com/
$940,665 from the state. Additional costs of
Follow the Michigan Air Line Trail on
$1,045,909 for enhanced aesthetics, including
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
signage and lighting, were contributed by
MIAirLineTrail/
Commerce Township and will be installed later
Join the Friends of the Michigan Air Line Trail:
this year.
www.MIAirLineTrail.com/Friends
Construction
Donate online: www.MIAirLineTrail.com/
Phase 1 Trail construction is ongoing. Donate
The Trailway Management Council is Although it may appear complete in some
comprised of representatives from each locations, there is actually an additional two
9 Crossroads Sept-Dec 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2 Labor Day

Wed

3

Thu

4 No Trash Pickup

Fri

5 Put your trash

Sat

6

7
Wixom Block
Party
11am-8pm

out!
City Offices & Library
Closed

8

Planning
Commission 7:30pm

9

10

11 Playground

12 Playground

13 Playground

14 Playground

Wixom Soccer
Buddies Begins 6pm

Sr. Commission Mtg.
10am

Community Build
8am-4pm

Community Build
8am-4pm

Community Build
8am-4pm

Community Build
8am-4pm

17

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

ZBA 7:30pm

15

16

Document Shred
10am-12pm

Blood Drive
1pm-7 pm

WHS Program 7pm

22

23 Autumn Begins

24

25

DDA 7:30am
Planning
Commission 7:30pm

29

City Council 7pm

30
Check website for full listing of activities at www.wixomgov.org

Barkin’ in the Park
12pm-4pm

OCTOBER 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

Ladies Night Sip &
Stroll 5-9pm

6

7

8

9

Fire Station Open
House 10am-2pm
City Council 7pm

13

14 Columbus Day

15

Panther Hunt and
Fall Fest 5-8 pm

16

17

Fall Used Book Sale Fall Used Book Sale
P&R Commission 6pm
ZBA 7:30pm

20

27

22

Leaf Collection Begins
WHS Program 7pm
Joint Council Mtg.
7pm

DDA 7:30am

28

29
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19

Fall Used Book Sale

Fall Used Book Sale

25

26

Monster Mash
5:30pm-7:30pm

21

Planning Commission
7:30pm

18

23

24

Prescription Drug
Takeback Day
10am-2pm

City Council 7pm

30

31 Halloween

NOVEMBER 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28 Thanksgiving

29

30

Check website for full listing of activities at www.wixomgov.org

3

4

5 Election Day

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

10

Planning
Commission 7:30pm

11 Veterans Day

17

12

13

Sr. Commission Mtg.
City Offices & Library 10am
Closed
City Council 7pm

ZBA 7:30pm

18

20

19

WHS Program 7pm

24

6

25
Planning
Commission 7:30pm

Library Closes @
5pm

26

27

DDA 7:30am

Yard Waste

City Council 7pm

City Offices &
Library Closed

Collection Ends

DECEMBER 2019
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

9

10

11

ZBA 7:30pm

15

16

13

14

City Council 7pm

17

18

City Council 7pm

Blood Drive
1pm-7pm

23

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

Planning
Commission 7:30pm

City Offices & Library
Closed

City Offices
& Library Closed

30

31 New Year’s Eve 1 New Year’s Day
City Offices & Library
Closed

11 Crossroads Sept-Dec 2019

7

Breakfast w/ Santa
8-11am

Begins

29

12

Document Shred
10am-12pm

WHS Wassail
4-7pm

22 Hanukkah

6

Sat

Tree Lighting
Festival 5-11pm
5pm-11pm

Planning Commission 7:30pm

8

Fri

City Offices & Library
Closed

19

20

21 Winter Begins

26

27

28

Crossroads
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Election News
ELECTION DAY – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
At the November 5th General Election this year, voters in Wixom will cast their ballot for
Mayor, City Council and Library Board Trustees, as well as an Operating Millage Renewal
Proposal for Oakland Community College.
The following candidate name(s) will appear on the November ballot:
Mayor (two-year term):
City Council (four-year term):
City Council (two-year term):
Library Board (six-year term):

Patrick Beagle
Peter Behrmann
Robert Smiley
Tia Gronlund-Fox
Delores Grant
Veronica Simmons

Polls will be open on Election Day from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. As with all other elections
held in Wixom, Precincts 1 and 3 vote at the Wixom Community Center (49015 Pontiac Trail),
while Precincts 2 and 4 vote at Wixom City Hall (49045 Pontiac Trail).
Qualified and registered electors who are not permanent absentee voters who wish to vote
an absentee ballot this time around may contact the City Clerk’s Office to request an absent
ballot application. The deadline to request an absentee ballot is November 4th at 2 p.m.
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Wixom, MI 48393
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Keenan Gottschall
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City Manager:
Steven Brown
Crossroads is the official newsletter of the
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news to our community, educating our
readers, and offering critical comment.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SIGN UP TO BE ON THE PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTER LIST? ALL ARE
ELIGIBLE NOW!
Did you know that any qualified Michigan voter can vote absentee for any
election? You no longer have to provide a reason. The City Clerk encourages City of Wixom
every voter to sign up for the Automatic Application List to be able to vote from
home. Once added to the list, you will receive your Application for an Absentee Phone Directory
Voter Ballot in the mail approximately 60 days prior to each election. A signed
EMERGENCY……………….…….…….911
application is required prior to each election in order for a ballot to be sent.
Fire, Police, Ambulance
Postcards are being mailed to over 8,000 Wixom voters who have not yet joined this list
providing an opportunity to sign up. You can request to be placed on this list by returning the
postcard or contacting the Clerk’s office at (248) 624-0865.
NON-EMERGENCY
Thanks for voting!
City of Wixom…………..…(248) 624-4557

Passport News
ARE YOU PLANNING A 2020 SPRING VACATION?

Fire Admin…………. ……(248) 624-1055

Avoid the rush and get your passport book now! The Clerk’s Office is happy to assist you. Police Admin…….... .……(248) 624-6114
We accept passport applications Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and City Manager……..…...….(248) 624-0894
we offer photo services for $12 each. Please give us a call at (248) 624-0865 for passport
Clerk/Voting…….….……(248) 624-0865
requirements.
Community Center/
Parks & Recreation….. .…(248) 624-2850
Senior Center……….….....(248) 624-0870
Finance/ Taxes…….……..(248) 624-0885
Library…………….……...(248) 624-2512
Public Works, Roads, Recycling,
Garbage ………………….(248) 624-0141
Solid Waste, Sewer, Water/Sewer
Operations………………..(248) 624-6421
Construction and
Development………… ..…(248) 624-0880
Business Development….....(248) 624-3223
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