
 CITY OF WIXOM 

49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2019 

 

Mayor Ziegler called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  

  

Present:  Mayor: R. Ziegler   

   Deputy Mayor: P. Beagle  

   Councilmembers: P. Behrmann 

    K. Gottschall 

    T. Gronlund-Fox 

    T. Rzeznik  

    R. Smiley  

      

AGENDA CHANGES: (None) 

 

MINUTES: (The minutes of the December 10, 2019 meeting will be approved at the 
January 14, 2020 Council Meeting.) 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (None)  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  

1.) Departmental Reports - November 2019 

 

Councilmember Rzeznik asked if the lights that were hit last summer along Pontiac Trail 

would be replaced. Mr. Sikma replied yes. They have been ordered. Since they have to be 

specially made, they will take approximately 24 weeks for delivery. He added that he is 

trying to get the spare lights he already has installed now.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.)   Recommendation to Accept the Professional Services Proposal from AECOM to 

Conduct an Environmental Assessment and Cost Benefit Analysis for the Beck 

Road Improvement Corridor Project for a Cost not to Exceed $62,500 

 

CM-12-202-19:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Smiley to accept 

the professional services proposal from AECOM to conduct an Environmental Assessment 

and Cost Benefit Analysis for the Beck Road Improvement Corridor Project for a cost not to 

exceed $62,500. 

 

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox didn’t see when those services were to commence. Mr. Brown 

indicated that they would begin quickly; they were still working out the details now.  

      

 Vote:   Motion Carried  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

1.) Oaths of Office for Mayor Patrick Beagle, Council Member Peter Behrmann, 

Council Member Keenan Gottschall, Council Member Tia Gronlund-Fox, Council 

Member Robert Smiley, Library Board Trustee Delores Grant, and Library 

Board Trustee Veronica Simmons 

 

Mayor Ziegler introduced Judge Travis Reeds, Judge Robert Bondy and Judge David Law 

who would be doing the Oaths of Offices. 
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Library Director Andrea Dickson stated that both Delores Grant and Veronica Simmons were 

elected to the Library Board and they will serve a six-year term. Unfortunately, Delores 

Grant was not able to be present at this meeting. Ms. Dickson introduced Veronica Simmons 

and provided a brief background for her. 

 

Judge Reeds administered her Oath of Office.  

 

The newly elected Councilmembers were Peter Behrmann, Keenan Gottschall, Tia Gronlund-

Fox, and Robert Smiley. Councilmember Gronlund-Fox will serve a two-year term and the 

other three will serve a four-year term.  

 

Judge Robert Bondy administered their Oaths of Office at the same time. 

 

Lastly, Patrick Beagle was sworn in as Wixom’s newest Mayor by Judge David Law. Mayor-

Elect Beagle will serve a two-year term. 

 

2.) Recognition of Mayor Richard E. Ziegler for his Service as Mayor and City 

Council Member 

 

Mr. Brown indicated that it was his great honor to pay respect to Mayor Richard Ziegler for 

the various services he has provided to the City. He added that he has learned a lot from 

Mayor Ziegler and he will miss him. Mr. Brown introduced Mayor Ziegler’s wife, Melody, and 

his three children, Jennifer, Kevin and Julie. 

 

The Mayor’s colleagues at South Oakland County Mayors Association (SOCMA) sent a tribute 

letter. Mr. Brown read the letter and presented it to Mayor Ziegler. 

 

Judge Reeds, who has known Mayor Ziegler and his family for a long time, presented a 

declaration to him from all three of the 52-1 District Court Judges. 

 

The Village of Milford Councilmember (and son) Kevin Ziegler read a tribute resolution from 

the Village and presented it to the Mayor. 

 

Eddie Osman, owner of the Wixom Marathon, presented Mayor Ziegler with a plaque of 

appreciation for his service to the City. Mr. Osman then presented the First Lady, Melody 

Ziegler, with a bouquet of flowers.  

 

Oakland County Commissioner Philip Weipert presented the Mayor with a proclamation from 

the Board of Commissioners. 

 

SEMCOG Executive Director Kathleen Lamoko said she appreciated Mayor Ziegler’s service 

to local government and the region and presented him with a SEMCOG resolution.  

 

State Senator Jim Runestad and State Representative Ryan Berman gave the Mayor a State 

of Michigan tribute.  

 

Mr. Eli Isaguirre from Congresswoman Haley Stevens’ Office presented the Mayor with a 

special tribute from the U.S. House of Representatives.  

 

Mr. Brown read a Certificate of Recognition from Senator Debbie Stabenow and Senator 

Gary Peters. 

 

Public Safety Director Ron Moore provided a brief background on Mayor Ziegler’s career, 

including his time as a Detroit Police Cadet and Detroit Police Officer before coming to the 

Wixom Police Department in 1974. He indicated that during his time as a Wixom Police 
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Officer, Mayor Ziegler served as the Chief Union Steward for the Patrol Officers Bargaining 

Unit. That was where he found his passion. On November 19, 1982, Officer Ziegler ended 

his law enforcement career to pursue that passion in labor and industrial relations. At this 

time, Director Moore presented Mayor Ziegler with a shadowbox that represented his time in 

the Police Department, on City Council and as Mayor for the City of Wixom.  

 

Mr. Brown felt that Mayor Ziegler was a wealth of knowledge, especially during contract 

negotiations. He said he would miss that about him. Mayor Ziegler was a tremendous leader 

during the budget process and he would miss that about him too. At this time, he presented 

Mayor Ziegler with a brick (which will be placed near the fountain) that said, “Richard 

Ziegler, Mayor, Council, Police Officer, 31 Years of Service.”  

 

Mayor Ziegler thanked everyone for their kind comments and tributes. He was humbled. 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  

Kevin Hinkley, 321 Dorchester, Howell, said he has known Rich, Melody and their family for 

over 20 years. They have always been part of something bigger. That bigger has been their 

commitment to the City; Melody working here for many years, along with Rich working as a 

police officer, a Councilman, several Boards and Commissions and now the Mayor. He stated 

that he had the privilege of working with Mayor Ziegler on Council for 16 years. He always 

respected and valued his input and recommendations. Mayor Ziegler was always a strong 

advocate for the residents of Wixom. Many folks don’t know his knowledge of his day job as 

a union mediator. This was a big benefit to the residents and employees. Many times Mayor 

Ziegler steered this Council in the right direction when it came to labor relations. This will be 

a big loss to the City as he steps down from Mayor and City Council. Mr. Hinkley thanked 

Mayor Ziegler and his wife, Melody, for their many years of great service to this City.  

 

Jim Schemanske, a resident from Highgate on the Green, congratulated Mayor Ziegler and 

thanked him for all he has done for the City of Wixom. Mr. Schemanske felt he was a 

fantastic leader and it was wonderful to have him as a friend. 

 

Nancy Dingeldey stated that it was her honor and pleasure to serve with Mayor Ziegler for 

quite a few years when she was also on Council. She felt they did a lot for the City and they 

left a huge legacy of which they can all be proud. She wished him, Melody, and their 

children all the best.  

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  

Mr. Brown provided an update to the hiring of an Executive Director for the DDA. Due to the 

various schedules, he indicated that the interview process would take place in mid-January. 

Mayor Ziegler, Mayor-Elect Beagle, DDA Chairman Sheng, DDA Vice-Chair Rzeznik and Mr. 

Brown will all be serving on the interview panel. Mr. Brown noted the five employees who 

were celebrating work anniversaries during the month of January. He stated that it has been 

his honor and privilege to work with Mayor Ziegler over these last few years. He wished him 

all the best as he retires from his elected services. He felt it has been a real benefit to have 

Mayor Ziegler serving the City of Wixom and he knew Mayor Ziegler would be leaving this 

place in a better place than when he started. He congratulated him and said he would miss 

him. Lastly, he said that he was looking forward to serving with the newly elected Mayor 

and City Council.    

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

Councilmember Smiley thought this had been a great night and very richly deserved for 

Mayor Ziegler. He felt the Mayor didn’t like to have the Council meetings drag on, but he 

hoped he was enjoying this meeting. He thanked him for his remarkable service to Wixom 

and for everything he has done to make this such a wonderful City. He also thanked him for 
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his patience and guidance over the last four years. He has listened and learned from Mayor 

Ziegler. He said Mayor Ziegler will be missed and he will be difficult to replace. 

 

Councilmember Gottschall thanked Mayor Ziegler for his many years of service and 

support. He learned a lot from him and he looked forward to him continuing to serve the 

City as he pops in and out, as well as helping to find a DDA Director. He knew he had a 

wealth of information to share with the City. He thanked Mayor Ziegler’s wife and family for 

allowing him to volunteer his time with the City of Wixom for so long. He looked forward to 

working with the Council moving forward and he wished everyone a happy and safe holiday 

season. 

 

Councilmember Behrmann stated that about a year ago, Mayor Ziegler asked him to 

meet for breakfast. He took that time to get to know him and his desires for the City. Mayor 

Ziegler encouraged him to run for City Council and he appreciated him taking a chance on 

him. Councilmember Behrmann also appreciated all the voters who voted for him. He 

thanked Mayor Ziegler for the opportunity to serve as a Councilmember two months earlier 

than he was supposed to. He thanked the Mayor and felt the City of Wixom was grateful to 

him.  

 

Councilmember Gronlund-Fox congratulated all those employees who were celebrating 

their work anniversaries. She appreciated everything Mayor Ziegler had done for her, 

including his guidance and his leadership. She said she would miss him, but she wished him 

all the best. 

 

Councilmember Rzeznik thanked Mayor Ziegler for his 22 years of dedicated public 

service on the City Council, two of those as Mayor. His presence on the dais will be sorely 

missed. Mayor Ziegler has seen the ups and downs and growth and retreat of several 

aspects in the City over these two decades. Many folks may not appreciate the countless 

hours spent on, not only Council matters, but his dedication to morning and evening 

committee meetings that he has served on such as the Tax Abatement, DDA, Wage and 

Salary and several others over the decades. He said that Mayor Ziegler and his wife Melody 

have served the community well and he should be proud of the legacy that he is leaving 

behind. Councilmember Rzeznik recalled as a freshman Councilperson back in 2010 when he 

inherited a seat on the Wage and Salary committee from an outgoing Councilman. He felt 

pretty confident in his first committee meeting since he had over 35 years of experience as 

a manager or head of a business in the private sector. After the first meeting he realized 

how inexperienced he was and how smart Mayor Ziegler was when it came to bargaining 

units and what transpires in labor negotiations. Mayor Ziegler’s daytime job in labor 

relations was invaluable all these years in his role on several of his committees and he was 

able to get other members to look at things from a different angle. His quick and dry wit will 

be sorely missed on the dais and we will also miss his ability to calm down an otherwise 

heated dialogue using reason and wit. Councilmember Rzeznik hoped Mayor Ziegler would 

promise to have his wife Melody bake pies and enter them in the Founders Festival because 

he felt they would never be matched. He wished Mayor Ziegler and his wife well and hoped 

they would enjoy their newfound free time.  

 

Deputy Mayor Beagle thanked the five employees who had work anniversaries in January. 

He told the Mayor that it was his honor to serve with him for the last ten years. He thanked 

him for his 30+ years of service to the City. He will be missed. He wished him the best and 

asked him to please not be a stranger. 

 

Mayor Ziegler thanked everyone for coming to this meeting. He congratulated the newly 

sworn in Councilmembers. He knew everyone was looking forward to the New Year and a 

fresh start. He looked forward to all of the things that the new Council would be doing. He 

thanked the committee that put on this reception, as well as Sam Poota from Wixom 
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Market, Volare Ristorante, and Eddie Osman from the Wixom Marathon for their generous 

contributions. Mayor Ziegler thanked his wife of 50 years, Melody. He noted that he ran six 

times in the City of Wixom and he thanked the voters. He appreciated their confidence and 

hoped he lived up to their expectations. Mayor Ziegler thanked all those who have 

volunteered on the Boards and Commissions, the Historical Society, various events and 

elections. We couldn’t run the City without all of those folks. Another group of people that 

he wanted to thank were the employees. He felt Wixom had the best employees and he 

loved each one of them. The work that they do for the citizens is fantastic. He said he would 

miss working with these employees most. The first time he took his seat on Council he 

remembered thinking Wixom was pretty blessed because of the people who had served 

before him. They were high-caliber, honest, hard-working Councilmembers and he 

remembered saying that he hoped he would live up to their expectations. As he looked at 

this Council, he said he could honestly say that we still have good, hard-working, dedicated 

Councilmembers who have the best interest of the community at heart. He had every 

confidence in the world that they would be leading this City forward in a positive manner 

and he was proud to have worked with all of them.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Catherine Buck 

City Clerk   

 
 

 
 

Approved: 

1-14-2020 


