
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at which time the Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited.  As this was the 17th anniversary of September 11th, a moment of 
silence was then observed.  
  
Present:  Mayor: R. Ziegler  
   Deputy Mayor: P. Beagle  
   Councilmembers: K. Gottschall 
    N. Kennedy (Excused) 
    B. Leder 
    T. Rzeznik  
    R. Smiley  
      
 
AGENDA CHANGES:   
Mayor Ziegler asked Director Moore to provide a commemorative talk about 9-11 in 
honor of the victims and as a reminder to everyone of what a serious day that was. 
 
Director Ron Moore said it was an honor to speak publicly on behalf of the City of 
Wixom on this 17th anniversary of a tragic day in our nation’s history. As he made 
his way into work, he looked at the weather outside, which he typically does on 9-
11 in the 17 years since that tragic day.  He compared the current weather with the 
weather on September 11, 2001.  This morning, the day started out cloudy, 
overcast and somewhat cool.  By 11 a.m., the clouds had broken, the sky was a 
beautiful shade of blue and the temperature started to rise.  It was very 
reminiscent of what the weather was like on September 11, 2001.   
 
If you recall on September 11, 2001, at 8:46 a.m., we began one of the worse days 
in our nation’s history when American Airlines Flight #11 crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City.  Just a few minutes later, at 
9:03 a.m., United Airlines Flight #175 intentionally crashed into the South Tower of 
the World Trade Center.  At 9:37 a.m., American Airlines Flight #77 intentionally 
crashed into our Pentagon.  At 9:59 a.m., many of us watched in horror as we saw 
the South Tower crumble to the ground.  Four minutes later, at 10:03 a.m., United 
Airlines Flight #93 crashed upside down at 500 mph into a field in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania.  And at 10:28 a.m., we saw the North Tower also crumble to the 
ground.   
 
On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, we lost 2,977 of our fellow Americans.  The 
youngest victim was just two years old and the oldest victim was 85 years old.  Of 
those victims, we lost 343 New York City firefighters.  We lost 60 police officers; 37 
of them coming from the Port Authority Police and 23 coming from NYPD.  We have 
lost over 2,200 U.S. Troops in Afghanistan alone beginning right after 9-11.   
 
Director Moore spoke about a couple of people who were lost on that fateful day.  
Twenty-nine year old New York City firefighter Jimmy Riches died in the North 
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Tower.  Jimmy was part of Engine Company #4 of FDNY.  He spent two years as a 
firefighter for New York City; prior to that, he spent eight years as a New York City 
cop.  Jimmy was a star basketball player and his loved ones described him as 
always having a smiling face.  
 
Forty-nine year old Port Authority Police Sergeant Bob Kaulfers was at his post in 
Hoboken, New Jersey, when he probably looked across the Hudson River and saw 
the jets crashing into the Towers.  He immediately rushed across the Hudson River 
and went right to Ground Zero in an attempt to help because that is what heroes do 
– they rush to danger.  It is unknown exactly where Bob died as they never found 
his remains.  We do know he was at Ground Zero trying to help.  Bob left behind 
his elementary school sweetheart that he married and two adult children. 
 
As though 2,977 lives gone was not bad enough, to date we have lost over 2,000 
firefighters, police officers, paramedics, doctors, electricians and steel workers to 
illnesses that are directly related to the toxic fumes that they were breathing at the 
World Trade Center in an attempt to save lives.  He knew he was painting a grim 
tale and it is a dark period in our nation’s history.  The question is where is the 
hope?  The Bible says in the Book of Romans, “Do not be overcome by evil but 
overcome evil with good.”  In the days immediately following 9-11, hundreds of 
millions of dollars flooded in in donations.  People gave tens of thousands of gallons 
of their own blood to the American Red Cross.  Millions of pounds of food and 
supplies rushed in.  Hundreds of thousands of hot meals were served to the rescue 
workers.  Church attendance soared and we saw our own Congress (both 
republicans and democrats) standing shoulder to shoulder singing “God Bless 
America.”  We saw the overcoming of evil with good. 
 
As Director Moore was speaking to the Business Forum this morning, he could see 
the anguish in their eyes 17 years later as people discussed where they were, what 
they were doing, and what they saw on television. The social media comments that 
came flooding in as a response to his post show the anguish and heartache still 17 
years later.  What good comes from a terrible event like this?  He believed when we 
see donations of blood, food, money and supplies, it is the events like this that 
drives us to compassion and love for our fellow man.  He said he was proud to lead 
a Police and Fire Department of compassionate men and women who genuinely love 
their community.  He was proud to be part of the bigger Wixom community that 
also comes together when we have a local emergency like we saw earlier this 
summer.   
 
On behalf of the men and women of the Police and Fire Departments, the Mayor 
and City Council, City Administration and the employees, Director Moore offered his 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers to all of those who have suffered because of this 
event in our nation’s history - whether they suffered directly through losing their 
lives from the terrorists or if they have been suffering indirectly through illnesses, 
depression, or post-traumatic stress disorder.  He offered thoughts and prayers to 
all those in need of comfort tonight.  May we never forget this day in our nation’s 
history and may God Bless the United States of America and the City of Wixom.  
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MINUTES:  
CM-09-143-18: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Beagle and Councilmember 
Gottschall to approve the Special City Council meeting minutes of August 28, 2018. 
  
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
CM-09-144-18: Moved and seconded by Councilmember Rzeznik and Deputy 
Mayor Beagle to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of August 28, 
2018. 
  
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:   
1.) Notice of Hearing for the Customers of Consumers Energy Company 

Case No. U-20075 
2.) Notice of Hearing for the Customers of DTE Electric Company Case  

No. U-20172 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   
There were no comments at this time.   
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  
1.) Fire Report - July 2018 
 
Councilmember Rzeznik commented that the Fire Department responded very 
quickly to the Meadowood fire.  Fortunately, all residents were able to get out 
safely, although a dog was lost in the battle.  That shows the bravery and 
dedication of our forces.  Director Moore said he was incredibly proud of them.  
They knocked that fire down in less than 20 minutes and probably saved the whole 
building. 
 
2.) Police Report – July 2018 
 
Councilmember Gottschall said it looked like the Weapons Offense was up from zero 
to five.  He wondered if that was related to any particular incident.  Director Moore 
said that the night shift has had an interesting July whereby they have taken a 
number of weapons-related calls for service.  He didn’t think they were related to 
any one thing in particular.  He couldn’t even say that one call for service resulted 
in three weapons being seized.  They just had a busy night shift in July.  There was 
nothing related to domestic violence.  They were found on traffic stops or at 
disturbance calls.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  (None) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.) Recommendation to Accept Hubbell, Roth & Clark’s Proposals for 

Engineering Design and Construction Engineering Services for the 
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Tertiary Treatment and Electrical Supply Systems at the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility for a Price Not to Exceed $472,000 

 
CM-09-145-18: Moved and seconded by Councilmember Smiley and Deputy Mayor 
Beagle to accept Hubbell, Roth & Clark’s proposals for engineering design and 
construction engineering services for the tertiary treatment and electrical supply 
systems at the Wastewater Treatment Facility for a price not to exceed $472,000. 

Mr. Sikma stated that this recommendation was for the engineering side of the 
upgrades that are necessary for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The tertiary 
system is one of the final treatment processes that occur at the Plant just prior to 
ultra-violet disinfection.  It is the last chance to capture solids as they pass through 
the system.  We are recommending a disk filter system.  That is a ten micron filter 
that pushes water though it and the solids are collected.  It will be less backwashes 
and he thought the maintenance would be much less over the next 25 years of its 
life cycle that it would if we would upgrade or transform the current system in its 
entirety.  It is about the same price for these two disk filter systems.  It would 
double the capacity of the tertiary system and he thought it was the right thing to 
do at this time.  The electrical systems that he was looking at are the generator 
system and the switch gears.  He indicated that this has been budgeted in the Ten 
Year Capital Plan and he looked forward to the upgrades. 

Councilmember Rzeznik asked if the Lamella clarifiers would be gone and replaced 
by the disk filter.  Mr. Sikma said that was correct.  We only need two of the disk 
filters and we have four.  We will take the outside two out of service and they will 
remain as part of the system.  We will utilize the disks and just renovate those two 
center ones at this time.  Councilmember Rzeznik knew that the best place to catch 
things like PFAS was at the source and we are doing everything we can there.  He 
wondered with some of the advances in water treatment systems if we would take 
a look at something like ionization or these granular activated carbons or some of 
the new technologies for possibly getting rid of some of the PFAS.  Mr. Sikma said 
we would consider that at some point.  We have had several discussions with MDEQ 
over the last month or so about PFAS.  This particular upgrade will be ahead of that 
process if we need to treat it.  It will be money well spent regardless.  Granular 
activated carbon is carbon with the PFAS in it and it has to go somewhere.  They 
are calling it a forever chemical.  If it is in the activated carbon, we have to bring it 
somewhere.  If we bring it to the landfill, it leaches out into the water system.  It is 
a vicious cycle.  We are still under research and it is not required or recommended 
at this time.  The upgrades that we are looking for here will be ahead of that 
process.   
 
Mr. Sikma said that the other point for treatment at this point is for drinking water.  
This plant is for wastewater treatment into a designated stream.  Councilmember 
Rzeznik stated that some of these processes have been looked at on the 
wastewater treatment side.  He wondered if this would be a system that would go 
on after the sediment filters.  Mr. Sikma said that was correct. 
 
Councilmember Smiley asked if Mr. Sikma would provide an overview of the cost 
savings over 20 years between the two different systems.  Mr. Sikma explained 
that we looked at possibly upgrading the tertiary system.  The initial cost for the 
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renovations of the Lamella clarifiers and the sand filters was about the same cost as 
the installation that we are recommending for the disk filters.  Then we would have 
the maintenance and operation.  With the sand filters, which were cutting edge 
technology in 1993, the backwashes were almost ten times what the backwashes 
will be for these disk filters.  The water process through the system on a daily basis 
would be approximately ten times with the current system.  Also, that utilizes much 
more air capacity and we are looking at those two costs being a difference of over 
twice as much for the DynaSand filters and the Lamella clarifiers.  Councilmember 
Smiley said the upfront cost will be a little more substantial, but the long term cost 
savings are substantial.  He asked if he had a rough idea of what that would be.  
Mr. Sikma explained that we had budgeted $1.75 million for the tertiary system and 
roughly $1 million for the electrical upgrades.  We also budgeted roughly $240,000 
for engineering at that time.  We didn’t include the electrical engineering in our Ten 
Year Capital Plan, but it was in the estimated cost for the generator, transformer 
and the switch gear.  Basically, we have budgeted for what we are recommending.   
 
Deputy Mayor Beagle knew it would take six months for HRC to do their 
engineering.  He asked how long it would take to do the construction.  Mr. Sikma 
estimated the construction would take about a year and a half, so this is a two-year 
program. The first part will be for the switch gears and electrical systems.  We will 
finalize that in late winter of 2019.  Deputy Mayor Beagle appreciated the 
breakdown on task with the cost of each one, but he would like the breakdown of 
how many hours for the design.  This is a lot of money.  Sometimes it is good to 
justify where everything is going to and it makes it easier to accept. 
 

Vote:  Motion Carried 

2.) Request for Authorization to Participate in the State of Michigan 
MiDEAL Purchasing Program for the Purchase of Two (2) Ford F-350 
Pick-Up Trucks from Gorno Ford of Woodhaven, Michigan for an 
Amount not to Exceed $67,138 and to Purchase and Install Two (2) 
Western Snow Plows from Knapheide Truck Equipment Center, Flint, 
Michigan, in an Amount not to Exceed $11,882 
 

CM-09-146-18:  Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Beagle and Council-
member Rzeznik to authorize participation in the State of Michigan MiDEAL 
Purchasing Program for the purchase of two (2) Ford F-350 pick-up trucks from 
Gorno Ford of Woodhaven, Michigan for an amount not to exceed $67,138 and to 
purchase and install two (2) Western snow plows from Knapheide Truck Equipment 
Center, Flint, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $11,882. 
   
Mr. Sikma stated that this will replace the two oldest trucks in the fleet. They are 
one ton trucks.  Originally, we had $80,000 budgeted for these trucks. One of the 
reasons for the lower cost was because we originally had looked into diesel engines, 
which is an added $8,000 to $10,000 per truck.  With the big block gasoline 
engines that Ford is producing now, we feel there is enough power.  We will get the 
same amount of value in pulling power and transmission power from these trucks.  
We are going with gasoline on these two pickup trucks.  The Knapheide snowplows 
are also included.  They have side pushouts so we can plow on a larger scale and 
they seem to work fairly well.     
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Councilmember Rzeznik asked what would become of the two replacement trucks.  
Mr. Sikma said that we have a 2002 and a 2003 pickup truck.  We will be 
auctioning them off once we receive the new trucks.  He was hoping they would be 
delivered early enough, prior to the winter, to get a better price for the four-wheel 
drives during the auction process.   
 
Deputy Mayor Beagle thought the backup alarms were mandatory. Mr. Sikma 
indicated that we would get them when we get the lights. 
   
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
3.) Consideration of Entering into Closed Session for the Purpose of 

Performance Evaluations of the City Manager and the City Clerk 
 
CM-09-147-18:  Moved and seconded by Councilmember Rzeznik and Deputy 
Mayor Beagle to enter into a Closed Session to discuss the performance evaluations 
of the City Manager and the City Clerk. 

Roll Call Vote:  (6) AYES – Beagle, Gottschall, Leder, Rzeznik, Smiley,  
                              Ziegler 

(0) NAYS 
(1) ABSENT - Kennedy 
    Motion Carried 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
There were no comments at this time. 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Brown stated that there was some information in the City Manager’s Update 
regarding project updates, political signs, staffing issues, and PFAS issues.  He 
explained that the City of Wixom does not produce or utilize anything that has PFAS 
content.  It was possible that our firefighting activities could have had that with the 
foam that is utilized there; however, we utilize a Class B type of foam that does not 
contain PFAS.  We don’t have the issue with anything we produce, but we have a 
situation where an industrial user in the City has ceased using the chemicals 
containing those substances.  In spite of that, they are still continuing to have 
wastewater discharge coming to the plant with higher than allowed concentrations 
of the PFAS substances.  We are working with that company and the MDEQ to 
determine how that is happening.  We are playing a cooperative role as we try to 
figure out how it is occurring so we can eliminate it at its source.  Unfortunately, 
this is something that could take a while based on prior experiences around the 
State where this has been a problem.  We are hoping to make faster progress on 
that but that is up to the status of the investigation that we will be doing.   
     
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Leder wished l'shanah tovah to the Jewish community of Wixom.   
Happy New Year and have an easy fast in ten days.  Secondly, he saw a bunch of 
advertising materials and it got him thinking.  At the budget session, the Council 
talked about doing something with redesigning the logo or upgrading the look of 
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some of these things.  He asked if there was any progress on that.  He said he was 
still looking at the same tired stuff that we were trying to get away from.  Mr. 
Brown indicated that we have done some preliminary work with our Economic 
Development Director and we will be bringing something forward soon.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik stated that he attended the Block Party this past 
Saturday and it is growing into a very nice event.  It was well-attended in spite of 
the weather.  The live music was great, the food selections were excellent and 
there were a lot of things for the kids to do as well.  He said he was looking forward 
to seeing that grow. 
 
Councilmember Smiley thanked Director Moore for his words on this sacred day. 
His house was very somber today.  We, like so many Americans, will never forget. 
God Bless. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall had no comments. 
 
Deputy Mayor Beagle said that we had our First Hope Not Handcuff referral and it 
has already been a successful program. He thanked Director Moore for installing 
this in Wixom.   
 
Mayor Ziegler appreciated the comments made by Director Moore. It was a 
touching and moving commentary. He also attended the Business Forum this 
morning and he thought Director Moore’s presentation was excellent as well. He 
appreciated his effort and his presentations.  He noticed that there were fewer and 
fewer people attending these Council meetings.  He thought that might be an 
unintended consequence of televising these meetings.  He doesn’t see the people 
who normally come to these meetings any more.   
  
 
Council recessed at 7:36 p.m.  They then went into Closed Session at 7:40 p.m. 
and rose from Closed Session at 8:12 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Catherine Buck 
City Clerk 
 
     

Approved 
9-25-2018 
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