
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2018 

 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at which time the Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and a moment of silence was given in memory of Justin Lee. 
  
Present:  Mayor: R. Ziegler  
   Deputy Mayor: P. Beagle  
   Councilmembers: K. Gottschall 
    N. Kennedy  
    B. Leder 
    T. Rzeznik  
    R. Smiley  
      
 
Director Ron Moore presented the room with a photo of Justin Lee.  He said that 
Justin Lee was a fourteen year old freshman of Walled Lake Western High School.  
He explained that he was killed as a result of a hit and run accident while riding his 
bike in Wixom the night before.  On the evening of June 11, 2018 at approximately 
5:40 p.m., the Wixom Police and Fire Department were dispatched to a serious 
vehicle accident off Potter Road at Flamingo.  The first responders to the scene 
were Lt. Breitmeyer, Firefighter Smith, Firefighter Fonseca and Police Officer 
Breneman.  He said these men were dedicated in trying to save Justin’s life.  
Director Moore explained that they had made an arrest.  Investigators worked 
around the clock and he commended their efforts.  He said he was unable to give 
out more information until the suspect had been arraigned.  He thanked all the law 
enforcement agencies that worked on this case.   
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  (None) 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
1.) Proclamation to Metro Environmental for their Participation in Wixom’s 

Adopt-A-Road Program 
 
Mayor Ziegler read the Proclamation for Metro Environmental acknowledging their 
dedication and assistance to the City of Wixom through their participation in the 
Wixom Adopt-A-Road Program. 
 
2.) Proclamation to Panther Global Technologies for their Participation in 

Wixom’s Adopt-A-Park Program 
 
Mayor Ziegler read the Proclamation for Panther Global Technologies as they 
generously volunteered to participate in the Adopt–A-Park Program by helping to 
maintain Gilbert Willis Park.  
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PUBLIC HEARING: 
1.) Public Hearing for Amendatory Ordinance to Rezone Parcel 
 
Mayor Ziegler indicated that this Public Hearing was regarding an amendatory 
ordinance to rezone a parcel at 3515 Maple Road and a parcel at 3400 Theodore 
Street.  
 
Mike Powell of Powell Engineering was present on behalf of THOMCO Development.  
He presented the City Council with a design plan from THOMCO Development for 
the potential Creekside Development.  He explained that THOMCO Development 
brought forth a plan that would merge two pieces of property together. One parcel 
within the area ran between the Norton Drain and railroad tracks.  This particular 
parcel was difficult to access so they determined the best use for that property was 
to erect an upper-end development on the south side of the Norton Drain.  He 
explained how they worked through the logistics of the design, such as water, 
storm water and traffic issues.   He described how they hired a traffic consultant 
that dealt with a number of issues as Wixom Road was heavily traveled.  The traffic 
consultant determined if this development was approved, they needed to have 
improvements on Maple Road.  They proposed a passing lane on Maple Road so 
traffic would not be impacted by vehicles entering the development.  He stated the 
traffic consultant suggested they change the traffic light timing at the intersection 
of Maple Road and Wixom Road.  He noted how they determined the proposed cut- 
thru from Maple to Wixom Road as that would elevate the bottle necked traffic at 
Maple/Wixom Roads.  Mr. Powell mentioned that the traffic consultant suggested a 
traffic signal at Theodore Street be installed to control the traffic, and the traffic 
signal timing at Pontiac Trail and Wixom Road should be changed.  He explained 
how the residents came out in large numbers expressing their concerns regarding 
traffic in that area and the impact this development would have on the traffic.  The 
traffic consultant told the residents that the proposed use for these two parcels, 
with the traffic techniques and improvements, would not impact the existing traffic 
conditions in a positive or negative way.   
 
Mr. Powell expressed that the proposed owner of the development tried to work 
with the City and was willing to do the off-site improvements they mentioned but 
they must be allowed to maintain the density that was being proposed within this 
project.  He described how the development would be unique and appealing as the 
homes with garages would have their garage in the rear giving them nice front 
yards.  The area south of the Drain would be a combination of 63 townhouses and 
196 apartments.  He explained that realtors told them it would be difficult to sell a 
single family home that close to the railroad tracks and soap factory.  They hoped 
the City Council would see the wisdom of the re-zoning of the single family property 
to the north to a more dense single family, and the property to the south be 
rezoned to multi-family.  He said that THOMCO Development believed this 
development would have a major impact on the business district in Wixom and the 
City would be very proud of the development.  He pointed out some of the designs 
and architecture of the development and explained that this development would 
have rod-iron fencing, sidewalks, landscaping and the finishes inside the homes 
would be high quality.    
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Mr. Brown presented the City’s traffic consultant from Hubbell, Roth and Clark to 
explain the findings they found with the developer’s traffic study.   
 
Ms. Colleen Hill-Stramsak indicated they had reviewed the traffic study by Fleis & 
VandenBrink and distinguished that it met general traffic standards for trip 
generation, distribution and analyses.  She explained how there were some minor 
errors within the study.  For instance, the study indicated that the preliminary site 
plan had a right turn deceleration and right turn acceleration lane off Maple at 
Creekside Boulevard, but she expressed that a passing lane was also required per 
the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  She explained that the traffic signal warrant analysis 
was provided for Wixom Road and Theodore.  She added that a typical warrant 
analysis collected 8 hours of data but 12-24 hours was more common.  The traffic 
study from the Creekside Development only provided a few hours of data and 
commented that the traffic signal was not warranted.  Additionally, the study 
indicated that the improvements were reginal in nature and because there was so 
much commuter traffic along Wixom Road, there would not be any improvements 
at that intersection.  She felt there would be significant delays at Theodore so they 
recommended a full warrant analysis be completed and any improvements made 
would require approval from the Oakland County Road Commission.  She said the 
study also recommended some signal improvements at Pontiac Trail and Wixom 
Road by adding a permissive left turn phase but that would not be feasible due to 
the railroad crossing.   
 
Mayor Ziegler read the Rules for Public Speaking at a Public Hearing and opened 
the Public Hearing at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Bette Watson of 3636 West Maple Road said she had been a resident for 50 years.  
She explained how she attended all the meetings regarding this project.  She asked 
the City Council to deny the rezoning of this property because she was not in favor 
of multi-family homes.  She thought there were enough apartments in Wixom. She 
indicated that she was not against single family homes but felt that Maple Road was 
busy enough with the traffic already.  She mentioned that there was not one person 
at the meetings she attended regarding this development that resided in an 
apartment.  She understood that nobody wanted to live in a home near a railroad 
track but thought there must be something else they can do. She noted that the 
developer had not changed or introduced any new ideas from the last three or four 
meetings.  She hoped the Council would recognize this.     
 
Ryan Fisher of 2176 Hedigham Boulevard stated that he was opposed to the 
multiple unit section of this development.  He indicated that the City already 
encompassed half renter-ship.  That meant that half of the people living in the City 
had no vested interest in the City.  He felt that should this development happen, 
the scale would tip to more than half of the residents not having a vested interest 
in the City of Wixom.  He believed the timing of the developer’s traffic study was a 
problem as it was completed during the opening weekend of rifle hunting season.  
He supposed that half of the population was not in town that weekend because they 
were up north.  He believed that someone would not want to rent a high-end 
apartment near a railroad track, just as someone would not want to purchase a 
home near a railroad track.  He mentioned that there were already high-end 
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apartments at the corner of Beck and Maple Roads.  He explained how he feared 
the rent of these places may be reduced in order to get people to occupy the 
spaces because people would determine they did not want to pay high rent when 
they heard a loud train whistle.  He apologized to THOMCO Development on behalf 
of the City because he understood they felt duped into buying the second piece of 
property by either a member of Council or a representative of the City assuming it 
would be an easy sell.  He clarified the residents were not opposed to developing 
the community, but they wanted the proper development.  He felt apartments were 
not the answer. 
 
Courtney Dahl of 545 Maplewood indicated that her home and neighborhood was 
adjacent to where this property would be developed.  The developer indicated that 
a portion of this would be single family homes but that meant the view from her 
backyard would be looking at an alley way because of the proposed rear garage 
design.  She said that she did not object to single family homes but she did object 
to this proposal as it would result in having four properties in the length of her 
suburban backyard.  If this were to happen, her view from the backyard would be 
looking at four garages.  She explained that she has lived in Wixom for seventeen 
years and chose to live here because it was not a busy area.  She did not feel safe 
with the erection of apartments because of the traffic in the area. 
 
Debra Famtich of 475 Maplewood Lane expressed that she did not want to see 
apartments on that property.  She would not mind single family homes as those 
individuals would become vested in the community.  She felt Wixom was a nice 
community and thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak. 
  
Kathleen Gawronski of 2448 Hedigham thought she heard Mr. Powell say that the 
City of Wixom wondered if the developer could expand the development to put in 
multi-family and raise the density.  She wanted to understand better what that 
meant because she did not feel the elected officials would ask that after all the 
residents opposed this development.  She hoped to find out exactly who Mr. Powell 
was referring to.  She felt this development would be contrary to the Master Plan as 
there was nothing in the Master Plan that indicated the City desired to become a 
largely rented community.  She asked the Council to consider the Master Plan.  She 
felt the heavy traffic was a concern.  She stated that she mailed a letter with 
pictures regarding the traffic concerns within this area.  She explained that they 
could not get out of her sub during rush hour.  She felt the traffic study was not 
accurate because of the day the study took place. 
 
Roy Thorsell of 3207 Potter said that he was here to add to the force of numbers in 
opposition of this development.  He specifically was not in favor of apartments.  He 
indicated that his children had a new set of friends almost every year because 
people come and go so often as they lived in the area apartments.   His wish for his 
daughters was they would have the same group of friends throughout their school 
days.   
 
Brenda Couch of 3383 Theodore said she moved to Wixom in 1969.  She believed 
this land was supposed to be for the elementary school.  She was unsure how 
things changed.  She said that her home would be directly impacted because of the 
traffic and the changes in trees along Norton Creek that currently created a buffer.  
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She commented that her home and car get ash or sulfur every night from the soap 
factory.  She explained that she had a well and was concerned that she would have 
to tie into the City water if the proposed bridge was erected as part of this 
development. She asked the Council not to rezone this property.  If the zoning was 
changed, she would be tempted to put her home on the market.  
 
Scott Peterson of 1425 Wren Street said they had been told many millennials and 
empty nesters were looking for these types of properties.  He found that to be false 
as he talked to empty nesters and did not get that same feeling as they wanted 
nice, affordable homes with a yard.   He mentioned they had been told that single 
family homes would not be feasible as part of this development because of the 
railroad tracks.  He said that people currently live in subdivisions and single family 
homes that back up to the railroad tracks.  He mentioned that he was aware of the 
change in the timing of the train horns so it was more accommodating to the 
residents.  He stated that you can be told anything from surveys and opinion polls 
but advised the people to not believe it all.  He gave the example that if they 
listened to all the polls during the last Presidential Election, America would have the 
first female president.   In his opinion, the VCA was already too big and the City 
had too many apartments.  He asked the Council to leave the original zoning 
because the goal was to enhance Wixom’s small town character and preserve the 
single family neighborhoods.  He asked they not change the zoning of any other 
residential properties in Wixom unless it was to change it to a lower density.  He 
felt the people of this community wanted the space.  He indicated the proposal 
called for 40’ lots with alleys.  He thought the developer tried to make that sound 
appealing; however, he was unsure who would want to see alleys in Wixom.  In his 
opinion, the look of this development did not blend in with the other developments 
in Wixom. 
 
Rebecca Spagnuolo of 3066 Bennington Drive said she moved to Wixom last July.  
She wanted to challenge the developer’s theory that millennials wanted smaller lots 
because she and her husband specifically sought out to purchase a single family 
home with a backyard.  She expressed her concern at the amount of traffic this 
development would create.  She commented how she avoided Wixom Road during 
certain times of the day because the traffic was so heavy.  Residents were worried 
about traffic, property values and the people that would move in and out of the 
apartments.  As a millennial she was not interested in flashy finishes and marble 
counter tops but she did desire a nice place for her children to play safely and grow 
up.   
 
Mike Dornan of 2192 Hedigham Boulevard was strongly opposed to this Rezoning 
Request Case Number #001-018 at 3515 Maple Road and 3400 Theodore Street.  
His position was consistent with the valid and relevant comments made by the 
Planning Commission and residents.  He had no doubt the developer would make 
another pass at the City and ask to rezone the property along Maple Road to a high 
density single family housing claiming it would be appealing to empty nesters and 
millennials.  He felt if that were to happen that it would become an off-handed way 
to expand the VCA and increase density.  The VCA type housing needed to be 
contained in the current VCA boundaries and not allowed to encroach into 
traditional large lot single family areas like Maple Road and odd lot parcels 
throughout the town.  He stated that the real estate specialist currently validated 
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that traditional large lot homes were in demand and selling.  He felt that 
communities like Wixom were being approached by developers for higher density 
housing on odd lot or outlot parcels indicating there was a demand in the market 
for empty nesters, millennials and mother-in-law units.  He felt the City needed to 
reach out to the real estate communities and builders that will utilize large lots for 
traditional homes.  He believed Wixom was a well planned community that had a 
vast variety of housing stock of all types.  He asked the Mayor and City Council to 
follow the Master Plan and stop the high density thinking as it would appear that 
Wixom was open for business in the high density development.   
 
Jennifer Jennings of 529 Maplewood Lane agreed with the residents that were not in 
favor of this development.  She said that her home backed up to the property that 
was in question.  She did not want to look out into her backyard and see alleys.  
She had lived in Wixom for nineteen years and raised two boys.  She asked the 
Council not to rezone this property.   
 
Nicholas Spagnuolo of 3066 Bennington Drive explained they had heard nothing 
that would displace his fears of the negative impact an additional 300 families 
would have on the classroom sizes at Wixom Elementary and Sarah Banks Middle 
School.  He stated they had to act fast on the purchase of their single family home 
with a large lot because there were not many homes and they were in high 
demand.  He and his wife were also concerned at the amount of traffic this potential 
development would cause and the negative impacts it would have on Maple Road.   
 
Larry Barlow of 3349 Bennington asked the City Council not to approve the 
rezoning due to the many reasons stated tonight and at the Planning Commission 
meeting.  He indicated that he appreciated the fact that Wixom needed money and 
revenue but asked they look to another way and consider more traditional homes.   
 
Paul Harden of 593 Maple Wood Lane was there to show support of his fellow 
neighbors on Maple Wood Lane as they would be directly affected by the proposed 
development of this property.  He did not think anybody was opposed to another 
subdivision but they were not in favor of the high density.  He was opposed to this 
project.   
 
Debbie Yuchasz of 3524 West Maple said the high density housing would be directly 
across the street from her home.  She thought the development would place 2 ½ 
homes in front of her property.  She expressed that this development was not 
consistent with the properties that were already along West Maple.  She believed 
there was already traffic and speeding problems along West Maple Road and 
nothing was being done about it.  She could not believe they would consider adding 
another 600-800 cars.  She said the traffic study mentioned that the development 
would not impact the traffic but that was because the area already had an “F” 
rating; therefore, it could not get any worse.  She asked that City Council consider 
denying the rezoning and listen to the residents.   
 
Jose Gonzalez of 3528 Castlewood Court said that he and his wife owned 11 various 
style homes over the last 33 years of marriage.  When they settled in Wixom it was 
because they spoke to the City Manager and learned the City had developed a plan 
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on how they would survive with or without the Ford Plant.  He asked that Council 
consider sticking to all the plans and deny the rezoning of this property. 
 
Jamie Schmaltz of 3504 West Maple Road indicated that this development would be 
directly across the street from his home.  He believed if this development were to 
happen then that would mean his view would be looking at 2 ½ houses out the 
front of his home.  He questioned at what point would they start to build container 
homes. 
 
Gerri Anderson of 3650 West Maple Road asked if anybody had given thought to 
the traffic that the new development on Charms at Wixom Road would create.  She 
noticed they started to cut down the trees in preparation of building new homes.  
With this development underway and the potential of a new development, the 
traffic would be worse than it already was. 
  
Given that there were no other comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 8:01 
p.m. 
 
MINUTES:  
CM-06-87-18: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Beagle and Councilmember 
Kennedy to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of May 22, 2018.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE:   
1.) Notice of Hearing before the Michigan Public Service Commission for 

Customers of DTE Electric Company – Case No. U-20069 
2.) Letter from Kimberly Cousino of 2118 Hopkins Drive 
3.) Letter from Larry Barlow of 3349 Bennington Drive 
4.) Letter from Eric Gerwin of 3340 Bennington Drive 
 
Mayor Ziegler indicated the Correspondence letters reflected the same opinion 
regarding the proposed rezoning as the residents that spoke during the Public 
Hearing.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   
There were no comments at this time.   
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  
1.) Fire Report - April 2018 
 
There were no comments or questions on this report.  
 
2.) Police Report – April 2018 
 
There were no comments or questions on this report.  
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CONSENT AGENDA:   
CM-06-88-18:  Motion and seconded by made by Deputy Mayor Beagle and 
Councilmember Gottschall to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which 
included: 

1.) Approval to receive and file: 
a. Library Board Minutes of April 24, 2018 
b. Downtown Development Authority Minutes of April 24, 2018 

2.) Recommendation for Acceptance of the Easement Documentation for a Right-
of-Way Easement for Beck Road South of West Maple Road as Granted by 
Consumers Power in the Total Amount of $10.00 and Authorize the Mayor 
Richard Ziegler to Execute the Agreement on Behalf of the City 

3.) Request for the Approval of a Local Road Improvement Pilot Program Cost 
Participation Agreement with the Road Commission for Oakland County for 
Joint and Crack Sealing of Local Roads and Pavement Markings in the Amount 
of $29,566, with a Local Share of $42,000 and Authorize Mayor Richard Ziegler 
to Execute the Agreement on Behalf of the City 

 
Vote:  Motion Carried 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.) Consideration of the Planning Commission Recommendation to Deny 

an Amendatory Ordinance Related to Rezoning #001-018, for the 
Creekside Development at 3515 Maple Road 

 
CM-06-89-18: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Kennedy to 
not approve rezoning #001-018, Creekside’s request to rezone the property at 
3515 Maple Road from R-3, One-Family Residential to R-4, One-Family 
Residential/PUD, Planned Unit Development; and the property at 3400 Theodore 
Street from R-3, One-Family Residential to RM-2, Multiple-Family Residential/PUD, 
Planned Unit Development for the following reasons: 

1. The Planning Commission reviewed the PUD rezoning request and, after 
considering the comments from the applicant, residents, staff and 
consultants, recommended denial for failure to meet Ordinance standards; 
  

2. The applicant failed to meet the Ordinance Standards of Section 18.11.040 
(a)2 as this would simply provide more of the same type of housing that is 
already available in the City and did not provide a benefit to the City over 
conventional develpment.  This was particularly so given that the higher 
density housing types would increase traffic on and around the site, including 
Maple and Wixom Roads, which were already functioning a low level of 
service, and the multiple family rental housing was inconsistent with the 
Master Plan objective of encouraging more owner occupied housing; 
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3. The applicant failed to meet the Ordinance Standards of Section 

18.11.040(a)3 because the design could be achieved by the underlining 
zoning standards.  The applicant did not provide enough information 
indicating whether increased residential density could be achieved elsewhere 
on parcels away from the railroad tracks, which would allow for open space 
and buffering near the railroad and allow sufficient density to offset the cost 
of bridges and related infrastructure.  The references to market demand, or 
lack thereof, for they housing types proposed was vague;   

4. The applicant failed to meet the Ordinance Standards of Section 
18.11.040(a)5 because the negative traffic impacts from the increased 
residential density were not mitigated.  The Hubbell, Roth and Clark (HRC) 
review of the applicant’s traffic study supported this position.  More 
specifically, there would be a significant increase in the number of vehicle 
trips that would be generated by Phase 2 and the impacts on Theodore were 
significant, and improvements to mitigate these have not been proposed;   

5. The applicant failed to meet the Ordinance Standards of Section 
18.11.040(b) because the traffic from the proposed community development 
would make low levels of service at the nearby intersections and roads worse 
and there were no measures to mitigate such effects.  The HRC letter 
indicated the applicant’s traffic study did not contain adequate measures to 
mitigate the overall increase in trips that would be generated from the 
proposed project; and 

6. The applicant failed to meet the Ordinance Standards of Section 
18.11.040(c) was not met because the multifamily rental housing portion 
was inconsistent with the Master Plan designation of these parcels for single 
family use, and was contrary to the Master Plan objective of encouraging 
more owner occupied housing.   

Councilmember Gottschall asked what type of improvements could be made to 
mitigate the increase of the traffic flow from the development.  Mr. Powell of 
THOMCO Development explained they hoped to mitigate the traffic by the 
installation of a passing lane on Maple Road, re-timing the traffic light at Maple 
Road and Wixom Road, place a traffic light at Theodore, re-timing of the light at 
Pontiac Trail and Wixom Road, install an extension to Theodore and provide a 
turnaround within the development.  Councilmember Gottschall asked what the 
purpose was to rezone both parcels together as opposed to individually rezoning 
the parcels.  Mr. Powell felt that putting the parcels together supported the project 
during construction and management.  Councilmember Gottschall asked what the 
reasoning was in creating a development with leased multi-family.  Mr. Powell said 
that was determined based on the in-depth study performed by the developer.  He 
stated that the developer was experienced and felt it would be ideal and the market 
supported it.  He explained how the developer was concerned by the industrial 
property near the lot and railroad tracks.  He believed that single family homes 
were not appropriate along the railroad tracks.  This design would allow the 
developer to create special construction design that would silence the train.  
Additionally, they felt it strictly provided the most flexibility and opportunity for the 
marketing of the site.  Councilmember Gottschall asked what the main factor was 
to utilize smaller lots with high density homes.  Mr. Powell said the first plan 
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included single family homes but the Walled Lake Schools performed a study that 
appeared to be supported by the City and Planning Commission, to go in a direction 
of smaller lots with rear garages. 

Councilmember Rzeznik felt the Master Plan set a long term direction that helped 
identify the core values and strengths in a community. The existing Master Plan 
from October 2012 utilized the 2010 US Census records.  According to the 2010 
Census record, Oakland County had a 21% multi-unit apartment type housing 
verses the City of Wixom at 53%.  He stated the City of Wixom was the highest 
multi-unit density among other communities and the City of Wixom led the charge 
with renter verses owner housing with 47.7%.  He felt a lot of smart people put the 
Master Plan together over decades.  He found it to be interesting when he asked his 
adult children what they looked for in a house and they wanted yards and single 
family dwellings.  He believed that the Future Land Map and Master Plan should be 
considered with new developments.   

Councilmember Kennedy asked for clarification on the name of the engineering 
firm.  Mr. Powell said it was Powell Engineering Associates of White Lake, Michigan.  
Councilmember Kennedy wondered if the engineers took into consideration the new 
development at Wixom and Charms Road when they performed the traffic study.  
Mr. Powell said the study was based on the traffic on that day/time. Councilmember 
Kennedy felt that development was not considered in the traffic study because they 
just started the construction of that development. 

Mayor Ziegler mentioned that there were applications throughout the room should 
any of the residents want to serve on a Board or Commission.  He asked them to fill 
out the application and return it to the Clerk’s office.   

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

2.) Request for Approval of the Michigan Department of Transportation 
Agreement for the 2018 West Road Reconstruction Project and 
Authorize Mayor Richard Ziegler to Execute the Agreement on Behalf 
of the City. 
 

CM-06-90-18:  Moved and seconded by Councilmember Kennedy and Deputy 
Mayor Beagle to approve the Michigan Department of Transportation Agreement for 
the 2018 West Road Reconstruction Project and authorize Mayor Richard Ziegler to 
execute the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
   
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
3.) Recommendation to Adopt a Resolution of Support for the Purchase by 

Police Sergeant Linda Fultz of One Year and Zero Months of Service 
Credits from the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System 

 
CM-06-91-18:  Moved and seconded by Councilmember Gottschall and Deputy 
Mayor Beagle to adopt a resolution of support for the purchase by Police Sergeant 
Linda Fultz of one year and zero months of service credits from the Municipal 
Employees’ Retirement System. 
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Councilmember Rzeznik clarified as he was unsure if it was clear on the Agenda but 
the employee was going to purchase these credits, not the City.  Director Moore 
confirmed that was correct.    
   
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
 
 
4.) Request for Approval of a Professional Services Agreement with 

SAFEbuilt Michigan, LLC for Permit Technician Services in the 
Construction & Development Services Department for up to 15 weeks 
for an Amount not to exceed $20,000 

 
CM-06-92-18:  Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Beagle and Councilmember 
Rzeznik to approve a professional services agreement with SAFEbuilt Michigan, LLC 
for Permit Technician Services in the Construction & Development Services 
Department for up to 15 weeks for an amount not to exceed $20,000. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall wanted to clarify that this was because the city staff 
would be out for a period of time, and not because the SAFEbuilt staff was going to 
be out of the office.  Mr. Brown confirmed.   
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Scott Peterson of 1425 Wren was curious to learn more about the Boards and 
Commissions.  He asked how long the terms were and who made the appointments.   
 
Mayor Ziegler said that he appointed the members of the Boards and Commissions 
but the terms varied based on the Board or Commission.  He suggested that he 
connect with the City Clerk for more information.  He encouraged women to apply 
to the Boards and Commissions as the City did not have any female members on 
the Council, Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals.   
 
Roy Thorsell of 3207 Potter Road wondered what the next step would be to talk 
about the future land use.  He was concerned about the expansion of the VCA.   
 
Mayor Ziegler suggested he attend the joint meeting of City Council, Planning 
Commission, Downtown Development Authority and Zoning Board of Appeals on 
June 18th. 
 
Mr. Thorsell indicated the speeding along Potter, Wixom and Charms Roads was a 
problem and hoped, in light of the recent tragedy, it would be addressed.   
 
Kelly Schrubba of 2740 Grasmere Lane asked if there was any recourse to argue 
about the development at the corner of Charms and Wixom Road.  That area was 
already congested and dangerous for pedestrians, busses, speeding, etc.   
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Mayor Ziegler stated that there was a Consent Judgement in place for that 
property.  He suggested she keep an eye on that development and make sure that 
it was consistent with the Judgement.  
 
Mr. Avantini, the City Planning Consultant, said they were going to place 60-61 
homes within the development and were required to make drainage and traffic 
improvements to the area. 
 
Councilmember Leder indicated they could get a copy of the Consent Judgement 
from www.oakgov.com or they could obtain a copy at the County Building in 
Pontiac.   
 
Mike Dornan of 2192 Hedigham Boulevard thought Mr. Thorsell’s question was 
regarding the timetable for the completion of the Master Plan revision.  He felt the 
revision had gone on for too long and should be getting close to being finished.  He 
thought it was hard to follow the schedules of the meetings so he asked that the 
City spread the word about the Future Land Use Map revision.  He did not think the 
map was easy to find because it was not posted in City Hall or on the website.  He 
stated that the Future Land Use Map recommends the expansion of the VCA by 
42% or more west of Wixom Road.     
 
A member of Boy Scout Troop 272 of Milford was present at the meeting and 
answered questions by Council in hopes to earn his merit badge. 
 
Four South Lyon High School students were in the audience and were asked 
questions by the City Council.   
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Brown congratulated ANCA Inc. on the opening of its Technical Center 
expansion and thanked them for their continued investment.  He noted that the 
Community Credit Union officially acquired the Menard’s outlot.  He said that 
RRRASOC opened their building to tours.  He felt this would be a great opportunity 
to learn how the community recycled.  To schedule a tour for June 27th call 248-
208-2270.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Smiley thanked the Police and Fire Department for their difficult 
work over the past 24 hours.  He mentioned that the family of Justin Lee was in his 
and his family’s thoughts and prayers.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik extended prayers to the family of Justin Lee.  He was 
always touched at how this community responded to a tragedy and felt that way 
when he saw Director Moore look into the news camera and say the suspect would 
be caught soon.  He mentioned that the craft brewing community came together to 
support the family of Justin Lee and the monies collected from Drafting Table, 
Ascension Brewing and North Center Brewing would be donated to his Go Fund Me 
Page.  He mentioned that he was an avid bike rider with highly visible attire such as 
a helmet, front and back lights, bell and bright clothes but he had also experienced 
close calls.  He encouraged every bike rider to be highly visible on the roadway 
while riding their bike.   
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Councilmember Leder echoed the comments made by his fellow Council-
members.  He offered his condolences to the family of Justin Lee, the students of 
Sarah Banks and the students of Walled Lake Western.  He thanked the community 
for providing tips and the first responders that worked so hard.  He asked that 
everyone not text and drive. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy congratulated the Police and Fire Department for their 
great work.  He gave his sympathy to the Lee Family as he could not even imagine 
how they must feel.  He thanked the 18 people that came out to speak and give 
their opinion.  He asked Mr. Sikma to look into the sulfur or ash comment and 
wished everyone a Happy Father’s Day. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall thanked the Fire and Police Departments for their 
efforts.  He thanked Director Moore for making Wixom a Hope Not Handcuff’s 
community.  He notified the public that there was a Go Fund Me account set up for 
Justin Lee.  You can find that at www.gofundme.com and search Justin Lee 
Memorial.  He explained how he was a football coach at Walled Lake Western and 
witnessed how difficult it was for Justin’s teammates to hear of his passing.  He 
encouraged people to be more cautious when they got behind the wheel.   
 
Deputy Mayor Beagle said that his thoughts and prayers were with Justin Lee’s 
family and friends.  He thanked the Police and Fire Department for their hard work.  
He asked everyone to slow down and put the phones away while they drove.  He 
felt that Director Moore was taking this to heart and planned to ticket anyone 
speeding in the City.  He thought the estimated attendance at the concert was 
1,000 people and he was proud because that was way more than the previous 
year’s first concert.  He mentioned that he presented a Proclamation to Alec Bender 
for his hard work and dedication with the students of Wixom Elementary for the 
past twelve years.  He stated that he received a letter from DTE giving excuses as 
to why they were losing power so frequently.  He hoped there was something 
administration could do.     
 
Mayor Ziegler gave his sympathies to the Lee family.  He was very proud of the 
Police and Fire Department.  He was also proud of Director Moore as he witnessed 
Ron Moore’s career develop over the years and it was a testament to his character, 
and the investments the City made, to see him take charge of this situation. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 
Crystal Opalko 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
     
  Approved 

6-26-2018 

http://www.gofundme.com/
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