
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2017 

 
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at which time the 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
  
Present:  Mayor: K. Hinkley (Excused) 
   Deputy Mayor: R. Ziegler   
   Councilmembers: P. Beagle  
    K. Gottschall  
    N. Kennedy  
    T. Rzeznik 
    R. Smiley  
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler announced that the Council meeting would be recorded by 
the Walled Lake TV.  He wanted the audience members to keep that in mind should 
they want to address the Council during the Call to the Public.   
      
AGENDA CHANGES:   
Councilmember Gottschall requested to add New Business #5 - Discussion and 
Proposal Regarding the City Manager and City Clerk Annual Reviews, and he 
requested that Correspondence #4 - Memo from the City Manager Regarding the 
Walled Lake Consolidated School District (WLCSD) Taping of City Council Meetings 
Update, be moved to New Business #6. 
  
PRESENTATIONS: 

1.) Proclamation Honoring Marine Lance Corporal Justin M. Ellsworth 

Deputy Mayor Ziegler explained that Mr. John Ellsworth, Mrs. Debbie Ellsworth and 
their daughter, Jessica, were in the audience.  It was his understanding all of this 
came about because of the Wixom Historical Society.   

Laure Dorchak of the Wixom Historical Society explained that she visited the 
Michigan Military Museum in Frankenmuth.  When she was there, she noticed a 
display for Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth.  She learned that the Memorial here 
that honored the people that gave their life during service did not have his name.  
The Historical Society began the initiative to honor Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth 
and received help from City Manager Goodlein, Wixom VFW, Wolverine Lake Village, 
and many others.  This became a huge community involvement that she had never 
seen before.  They were happy to be involved and proud to say that he was our 
Hometown’s Hero.  She noted that there would be a ceremony on May 28th in front 
of City Hall honoring Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth.  

Deputy Mayor Ziegler read the proclamation and presented it to the Ellsworth 
family.   
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2.) BPI Quarterly Report – January 2017 through March 2017 

Mr. Blackburn said that during the last three months, they completed the day-to-
day care and maintenance of the information system.  They also embarked on a 
number of projects.  A ticketing system was implemented to document the work 
done and when the work was completed.  Once the work is completed, a survey is 
sent to the employee asking for feedback regarding their experience.  The Council 
received the surveys and it should be noted they received high marks from the 
staff.   

Councilmember Rzeznik noted that Will was doing a great job and being very 
responsive.   

Mr. Blackburn explained they were completing the final testing of the email system 
that was scheduled to migrate on Memorial Day Weekend.  The final migration from 
one of the legacy file servers or general file storage will take place later this month 
and that data will reside on a new file server. 

Councilmember Rzeznik said that there was a lot more emphasis on phishing scams 
and asked how we were doing at educating the employees on suspicious emails or 
attachments.  Mr. Blackburn noted that staff has been instructed to notify the 
Technology Department of any emails that seem odd or suspicious.  They will go 
through it with them and describe if it is legitimate or not.  

Councilmember Smiley noted there were a lot of important pieces that were getting 
close to completion.  He asked what would be next.  Mr. Blackburn said that they 
put a true backup system into the budget. Currently we have a document imaging 
system that is underutilized.  We plan to redesign how the information is saved on 
the server and find out where we can better utilize this system. 

Councilmember Gottschall wondered if the Ethernet project and the one we were 
voting on this evening could save money if done together, or if they were the same 
project.  The report said that it was recommended we delay until June. Mr. 
Blackburn replied that it was the same project. 

Councilmember Kennedy asked if a program was in place to make sure that the 
employee that used this system was trained.  Mr. Blackburn said there had not 
been a training that was put into place.  Councilmember Kennedy said his employer 
made the staff go through security training on what to look for regarding phishing 
scams, worms, viruses, etc.  He suggested that was something the City could 
implement.  City Manager Goodlein said that type of training could be done.   

MINUTES:  
CM-05-63-17: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Smiley to 
approve the Special City Council meeting minutes of April 17, 2017.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CM-05-64-17: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Beagle and Smiley to 
approve the Budget Study Session meeting minutes of April 18, 2017.  

Councilmember Kennedy noted that he telephoned the City Manager and City Clerk 
in regard to the Cultural Center on page 15.  He recalled that during the discussion 
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of the additional $350,000 improvements to the Cultural Center, there was talk 
about displacing the senior citizens when this would happen.  He did not see that 
anywhere in the minutes.   

Mr. Goodlein said to make it clear, the minutes should reflect that his statement 
was, “When the Community Center was rented, there would be displacement of 
programing on the days the rentals occurred, but not displacement in a whole-sale 
fashion simply because they were renting the place out or making it available for 
rental.”   

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CM-05-65-17: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Beagle to 
approve the Budget Study Session meeting minutes of April 19, 2017.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CM-05-66-17: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Smiley to 
approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of April 25, 2017.  

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE:   
1.) Notice of Hearing before the Michigan Public Service Commission 

Regarding Consumers Energy Company Case No. U-17771 
2.) Notice of Hearing before the Michigan Public Service Commission 

Regarding DTE Electric Company Case No. U-18251 
3.) Notice of Hearing before the Michigan Public Service Commission 

Regarding DTE Electric Company Case No. U-18255 
4.) Memo from the City Manager Regarding the Walled Lake Consolidated 

School District (WLCSD) Taping of City Council Meetings Update (Moved to 
New Business #6) 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   
There were no comments at this time.   
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  
1.) Fire Report – March 2017 
 
Councilmember Beagle noticed in March there were six hazardous condition calls.  
He wondered what those were.  Chief Roberts believed those were mostly wires 
down.  Councilmember Beagle asked if they were going to the same location for 
false fire alarm calls.  Chief Roberts said no.   
 
2.) Police Report – March 2017 
 
There were no questions or comments regarding this report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
CM-05-67-17:  Motion and seconded by made by Councilmembers Smiley and 
Beagle to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which included: 
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1.) Approval to receive and file: 

a. Wixom Library Board Minutes of March 27, 2017 
b. Planning Commission Minutes of March 6, 2017 
c. Planning Commission Minutes of April 3, 2017 
d. Downtown Development Authority Minutes of March 28, 2017 

2.) Proclamation in Observance of Mental Health Awareness Month – May 
3.) Proclamation in Observance of National Elder Law Month – May 
4.) Resolution Designating Department of Public Works Foreman, Andy Allen, as 

“Agent” for the City to See Reimbursement of Eligible Expenses Incurred Under 
the Oakland County West Nile Virus Fund Program 

 
Vote:  Motion Carried 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
1.) Consideration of the Enactment of an Amendatory Ordinance to the 

City of Wixom Code of Ordinances to Amend Title 15, “Building and 
Construction”; to Repeal in Their Entirety Chapters 8.04, 15.08, and 
15.28; and to Adopt a New Ordinance regarding Buildings and 
Construction and Provide Penalties for Violations Thereof 

 
CM-05-68-17:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Kennedy to 
approve the enactment of an amendatory ordinance to the City of Wixom Code of 
Ordinances Title 15, “Buildings, and Construction”; to repeal in their entirety 
Chapters 8.04, 15.08, and 15.28; and to adopt the proposed new ordinance 
regarding buildings and construction and provide penalties for violations thereof. 
 
Mr. Smith said that every three years the State of Michigan updates the Code to the 
most current version.  This would make it a local ordinance and easily enforceable.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy asked if there was going to be a standard in the fines as 
he noticed it could go from $50-$500 for failures to comply.  Mr. Smith said there 
was a standard as the courts decide the fine based within the parameters. 
 
Councilmember Rzeznik wondered if the City informed business owners to make 
them aware of any new regulations that may be imposed on such things like 
geographic limits for flammable storage.  Mr. Smith thought that we wouldn’t go 
back to inform established businesses as we consider them to be “grandfathered” 
into the previous ordinance.     
 
Mr. Goodlein noted that regardless of what the ordinance says, the court has the 
right to impose whatever fine they would like to impose relative to the matter.  
 

Vote:  Motion Carried 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1.) Recommendation to Accept the Proposal and Bid of PCT, Inc. of Clinton 

Township, Michigan to Replace the All Data and Voice-Over-IP (VOIP) 
Cables in City Hall for the Amount of $35,774.35 and a Companion 
Budget Amendment for this Expense  
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CM-05-69-17: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Kennedy to 
accept the proposal and bid of PCT, Inc. of Clinton Township, Michigan to replace all 
data and voice-over-IP (VOIP) cables in City Hall for the amount of $35,774.35 and 
approve a companion budget amendment for this expense. 

Mr. Blackburn said this building needed to have the Ethernet cable replaced as it 
was no longer able to support our needs.  He explained that the Ethernet cable 
supported all the telephone and computer systems.  They bid this out and received 
a dozen responses.  They went through the bids and scored them on items such as 
price, quality, project management, quality of materials, understanding of the 
project, number of employees and location.  Based on the scoring, the results of 
the qualified bidders are in the report.  They would like to award the bid and have 
this work completed before the end of the year.   

Councilmember Rzeznik asked if they were upgrading to CAT6 for voice and data.  
Mr. Blackburn said they were.  Councilmember Rzeznik asked if they were judicious 
in deciding which areas would need wired data access.  Mr. Blackburn said they had 
a very detailed analysis of the buildings and staffing levels.  They looked at blue 
prints of the Police Department and City Hall and if there was any chance that those 
would be changed in the future.  They then made a consolidated map.  Council-
member Rzeznik wondered if the Fire Station and DPW would be replaced in time to 
utilize the full capabilities of the VOIP system.  Mr. Blackburn said they would. 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

2.) Consideration of the Purchase of an Additional Voting Tabulator and 
an Accessible Voting Device from Hart Intercivic, Inc. for a Total of 
$9,500 and Approval to Waive the Bid Process as this is a State of 
Michigan Bid 
 

CM-05-70-17:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Smiley and Beagle to 
authorize the purchase of an additional voting tabulator and an accessible voting 
device from Hart Intercivic, Inc. for a total of $9,500 and waive the bid process, as 
this is a State of Michigan Bid. 
   
City Clerk Buck explained that Oakland County chose Hart Intercivic, Inc., one of 
the three vendors selected by the State of Michigan Bureau of Elections during their 
bid process, as the supplier of all of the new voting equipment in the County.  The 
purchase price of the tabulators is $5,000 each and the accessible voting devices 
are $4,500 each.  Since we will eventually have to add another precinct, she was 
requesting the purchase of an additional tabulator and AVD for a total of $9,500.   
 
Mr. Goodlein thought that it was in the best interest of the City to purchase the 
equipment now as an additional voter precinct will inevitably be coming in the 
future.  It was also noted that a grant would be covering the cost of the equipment 
for the four precincts we have currently.   
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
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3.) Consideration of Approval to Enter into the Attached Oakland County 

Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) 
Memorandum of Understanding, the Appointment of the Director of 
Public Works as Representative and Public Works Foreman as 
Alternate Representative, and Authorization for the Director of Public 
Works to Submit Letters of Commitment for Grant Opportunities 
Requiring Matching Funds of Less Than $3,000 

 
CM-05-71-17:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Beagle to 
authorize the Mayor, Kevin W. Hinkley, to sign the Oakland County Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Area Memorandum of Understanding, appoint the 
Director of Public Works as Representative and Public Works Foreman as alternative 
representative, and authorize the Director of Public Works to submit letters of 
commitment for grant opportunities requiring matching funds of less than $3,000. 
 
Mr. Sikma said they were looking at this as a potential stepping stone to help with 
the invasive species, specifically phragmites, which were starting to invade the 
ditch lines.  The trouble with this species was there was no natural way to remove 
them and the best solution was found with the CISMA.  They offer some assistance 
with the pesticide management and controlled burns. Another advantage was 
helping the Homeowners Associations to help them remove the species in their 
wetland areas.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik noted that phragmites had been planted in terms of an 
ornamental green; therefore, part of the solution might be public education so they 
don’t plant those anymore.  Mr. Sikma agreed. 
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
4.) Recommendation to Remove Colorado Spruce Trees at the Front of 

City Hall Due to Disease and Inability to Control or Stop Infection 
 
CM-05-72-17:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Kennedy    
to approve the removal of the aforementioned diseased trees as advised by Mr. 
Cartwright, a certified arborist. 
   
Councilmember Gottschall wondered what the timeline would be for removal.  Mr. 
Goodlein said this would happen this week.  Councilmember Gottschall asked what 
would be done to make sure the site looked presentable for the Ellsworth Memorial 
Ceremony on May 28th.  Mr. Goodlein said they already made the arrangements 
with the Historical Society and a vendor that agreed they would have the area 
looking the best for the Memorial. 
 
Councilmember Kennedy noted that Mr. Cartwright was a Wixom resident.    
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
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5.) Discussion and Proposal Regarding the City Manager and City Clerk 

Annual Reviews 
 
Councilmember Gottschall said given that we will have a new City Manager and 
since he had been on Council there was no review of those two positions, that they 
formalize the process and direct the City Manager to issue an administrative rule to 
conduct the City Manager and City Clerk’s reviews to coincide with the second 
meeting of March.  They can work with the staffing consultants to develop a merit-
based review system for those positions.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik explained they used to do the City Manager review prior to 
the Goal Setting meeting and the first budget session.  He did not see any issues 
with getting back to that.   
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler explained that he was aware the City Manager’s office spoke 
to Mr. Rahmberg and already had the ball rolling for the City Manager evaluation 
system.  He did not have an issue with setting up a City Manager Evaluation on a 
specific date or timeframe.  He explained that he was not aware of the Council ever 
evaluating the City Clerk position.  He was not in favor of evaluating the Clerk 
position because traditionally the City Manager has done that.  In the past when 
they did a merit-based evaluation system, the City Manager had been the one to 
make the determination as to whether the City Clerk was getting a raise or 
evaluation.   
 
Ms. Dingeldey said that if memory served her correctly, the Clerk was the Clerk of 
the Council and not the City Manager.  She indicated that the City Manager could 
not fire the Clerk.   
 
Mr. Goodlein agreed with both Ms. Dingeldey and the Deputy Mayor.  The difficulty 
with the Council reviewing the work of the Clerk was that the Council had no direct 
contact on a daily basis and thereby had no ability to evaluate the performance.  
Certainly, you can make the same argument for the City Manager’s position.  He 
recommended that Mr. Rahmberg put together an evaluation system for the City 
Manager and then present that to the Wage and Salary Committee.  They could 
then decide if they were going to recommend that go to City Council.  As far as the 
Clerk is concerned, he felt there needed to be a collaborated review between the 
City Manager and the City Council relative to the Clerk.   He thought that would 
satisfy everyone’s concerns and some of the language in the Charter that noted the 
Clerk worked for the City Council regardless of the fact the City Manager gets to 
direct the work of the Clerk on a daily basis.  He thought that would be easily 
accomplished because there would be a goals and objective setting between the 
Clerk and Manager.  Subsequently, a year later there would be an obtainment of 
the goals and objectives that had been established.  The City Manager would 
complete a report relative to the impressions and conclusions and the report would 
be delivered to the City Council with a recommendation.  Then the City Council 
would get to review the report, question the Manager and Clerk, and approve or 
reject the recommendation and evaluation of the Clerk.   
 
Councilmember Smiley thought the collaborative effort suggestion from Mr. 
Goodlein was a good solution.   
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Ms. Dingeldey liked the idea presented by City Manager Goodlein to review the 
procedure. Some of those things may need to be addressed if they are still the 
same from years gone by. 
 
Councilmember Rzeznik explained the Charter states the Clerk serves at the 
pleasure of the City Council.  He thought if the Council so deemed that the City 
Manager was the more appropriate one to handle the review because of their daily 
contact, they could direct it that way.  He supported coming up with a process as 
suggested by the City Manager. 
  
Councilmember Gottschall said the proposal would be to set a date for the annual 
review and give the direction to the City Manager’s office to work with Mr. 
Rahmberg to develop those processes. 
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler didn’t think a motion was needed because the direction was 
given to the City Manager’s office.   
 
Mr. Goodlein said that it could be handled by an Administrative Directive that 
included the City Manager’s evaluation date be the second meeting in March.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy thought this was an excellent idea and was in favor of 
this. 
 
CM-05-73-17:  Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Gottschall and Kennedy    
to direct the City Manager to create an administrative rule in setting the annual 
review of the City Manager and City Clerk to coincide with the second regular 
Council meeting of each March and to direct the City Manager’s office to work with 
the City staff consulting firm to develop a merit-based review system for those two 
positions. 
 
Mr. Brown noted when reviews took place, he didn’t want to set the expectation 
that it would be a public meeting as it was the choice of the employee to ask for 
that to be in Closed Session. 
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler did not think this needed to be a motion as we had done 
enough to give direction to the administration. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  AYES (5) – Beagle, Gottschall, Kennedy, Rzeznik, Smiley 
                         NAY (1) -  Ziegler 
                         ABSENT (1) - Hinkley 
     Motion Carried 
 
6.) Memo from the City Manager Regarding the Walled Lake Consolidated 

School District (WLCSD) Taping of City Council Meetings Update  
 
Councilmember Gottschall explained that essentially the memo was based on a 
conversation the City Manager had with the Walled Lake Schools asking them to 
film additional meetings in the upcoming school year.  The feedback from the 
Schools was that they didn’t want to be responsible for bringing the equipment to 
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and from the Council Chambers.  Storage of the equipment and uploading the 
meetings to social media and YouTube would be the responsibility of the City now.   
Based on that information, it brought us around to how they wanted to go about 
things and maybe direct the City Manager to look at other alternatives.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy noted he spoke to the City Manager and he suggested 
that the IT Department could be involved with handling all of this.  We could buy 
the equipment and the IT Department could handle this as part of their agreement.  
Mr. Goodlein said that it would not be part of the current agreement so an amended 
agreement with BPI would be necessary.  It was his expectation that they could do 
it but we would have to commit to the purchase of the equipment.  We would have 
to install the cameras and microphone leads.  Then we would have to create an 
interface to whatever storage device that we were going to utilize and insert 
hardware interface to automatically convert the film footage to the formats we 
would need.  For example, to upload to YouTube, we would need an mpeg format.  
He wasn’t sure what the format was for AT&T or Comcast, but the importance of 
making the film footage available to them, in the considered opinion of our 
attorneys, relative to the use of PEG funds, we would have to make the video 
available for viewing on public access.  We would have to make sure that the 
format was compatible with whatever format they both use for their public access 
channel.  It may be an automatic process or it may be a process that requires 
personnel to do that.  Mr. Goodlein continued by saying we would also require some 
minor editing.  If Comcast and AT&T take the same format, we would only need to 
record in one format.  If they both take different formats, we would have to record 
in two different formats.  That may require some work.  If we end up with a format 
that we can give to Comcast and AT&T, we can use PEG funds.  If we have a format 
we cannot give to them, we cannot use PEG funds.  We can expect the cost of the 
hardware to be somewhere in the neighborhood of $8,000 to $10,000 based upon 
the analysis we did last year.  He thought they would have new numbers by this 
next Monday and he will send a new report to the City Council.  Mr. Goodlein 
indicated that he had similar conversations with Councilmembers Kennedy and 
Gottschall regarding PEG funds.  They discussed the withdrawal from WOCCCA 
again and devoting those PEG funds to our own IT staff to perform the editing and 
video conversion that needed to be done.  It would be up to Council to proceed if 
there was interest in doing that.  For that amount of money, we would be able to 
put all of the cameras and leads in the Council Chambers and the ZBA room.  He 
thought City Council needed to consider all of this.     
 
Councilmember Kennedy commented that the City of Novi does this automatically.  
Wolverine Lake even has one small camera at the back of the room and they put it 
out themselves.  He understood that PEG funds were for government access and it 
wasn’t a matter of how often we were viewed but a matter of what these fees are 
for.  It is a tax to our citizens in regard to their cable bills.  He said he was all for us 
looking into something. If the schools don’t want to assist us, we should still move 
forward to find some other venue in which to promote what the PEG funds are for.     
 
Councilmember Smiley knew a representative from the Walled Lake Schools and 
WOCCCA President, Tom Zoner, came to a Council meeting last year and they were 
great at explaining the benefits and the purpose of WOCCCA.  They offered a 
solution and it worked out.  He thought we should talk to them again.  This is a 
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bump in the road at getting our show on TV and we will just keep working on it.  
There have been a lot of suggestions already and any one of them might be the 
way to go.  He wondered if Ms. Evola offered an explanation.  Mr. Goodlein said she 
said that they could not transport the equipment any longer.  The equipment was 
being transported by private vehicles, some of which were operated by the 
students.  They indicated it was not possible to continue having the students 
transport the equipment in their private vehicles and that we would be responsible 
for doing that if we wanted to continue.  It will be a bit difficult to transport the 
equipment from the school here and then take it back.  We may not have staff 
available to do that.  If we don’t have a DPW person available, it will probably 
default to either the Police Department or the City Manager’s Office.  He said it is 
not a matter of complaint, but we all have things that we have to get done on a 
daily basis. This is one more hurdle along with the extra fee to get the recordings 
done.  Councilmember Smiley agreed that it was a lot to put on the students and 
sometimes we are here late.  He didn’t want the Police Department to have to do it.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik commented that the City Manager sends us memorandums 
like this and they state “staff is working to find a solution and we will report to City 
Council soon.”  They can do the investigations and the budgeting, and come back 
with a full report instead of bits and pieces like this.  He said he was satisfied with 
City Manager Goodlein’s recommendation to put together a solution and report 
back.   
 
Mr. Goodlein noted that this is the last recording of Walled Lake TV for the school 
year.   
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Ms. Dingeldey, 2220 West Euna, thought the conversations were interesting and it 
was a great Council meeting.  She recalled that we received a franchise from the 
cable companies and that revenue was sent to the School District for the very 
purpose of their television studio.  She didn’t know what the number was but it was 
sizable.  If we are presenting this revenue to the School District, why do they 
suddenly not avail themselves of getting the machinery here?  She understood they 
didn’t want the students to carry it.  She wondered what the benefit was that the 
City received by giving the cable franchise money to the School District.  Mr. 
Goodlein said that when WOCCCA was established, the purpose was to provide the 
basis for them to establish a broadcast program for students at the high school.  
The funding, which feeds through WOCCCA, was to be able to provide them with 
fees to support the learning and programming as well as the updating of hardware 
and software. They have an annual budget for money they receive for WOCCCA 
that goes for all of those purposes.  That has continued since the establishment 
back in the 1980’s.   
 
Ms. Dingeldey thought the proclamation for the Ellsworth family was outstanding.  
She felt that they were very moved by the City proclaiming that day for their son.  
She hoped the Council would be able to spend a little time with them on May 28th.  
She hoped we would all reach out to the community so we have a good turnout.  
The young man deserves that tribute.  As far as the trees going down, she and 
Laure talked to Mr. Goodlein about the fact that the spruce trees had overgrown the 
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monument.  The DPW was told to trim them and they found dead wood.  It needed 
to be cleaned up because we didn’t want to detract from what was going on.       
   
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Goodlein informed the Council that we are currently preparing a comprehensive 
analysis of where our sidewalk deficiencies are in the City.  We will identify where 
we have no sidewalks and where we should have sidewalks.  HRC will put a number 
to what it will cost to complete each sidewalk span.  We will look at our fund 
balance to see what our annual revenue is and we will come back to get feedback 
from City Council to try to establish a priority for those sidewalks. 
   
Also, today is City Clerk Cathy Buck’s birthday.  At this time, everyone sang Happy 
Birthday. 
 
Mr. Goodlein thanked the committee of staff and BPI consultants who put a lot of 
time into the analysis of the cabling needs in this building.  He said that he didn’t 
include the photographs of the cable looms to Council, but they are disturbing.  
When he saw how the cables crossed one another, they weren’t actually loomed, 
the cables were unshielded and lying on electrical leads, he got a good idea of why 
there was so much interference and problems in the network.   
 
He told the Council that he was pleased to learn from Mrs. Barker that at the 13th 
annual awards and celebration of Michigan Small Businesses that occurred in 
Lansing, three of Wixom companies were recognized.  Hosco Fittings was named 
Small Business Association Exporter of the Year.  OPS Solutions received the 
Michigan Small Business Association Innovation Award and Youngtronics was 
named one of the top 50 companies in Michigan to watch for development and 
expansion.  This was a similar award that was given to OPS Solutions in 2013.  
When Zimmerman decided that they were coming to Wixom, OPS Solutions 
suggested that they think about Wixom.  Zimmerman had conversations with Mrs. 
Barker and she called OPS Solutions.  She found the building that they are in today.  
All three of these businesses are in Wixom because of the efforts of Mrs. Barker and 
staff.  It is important that she be commended for the hard work that she has done 
to bring new businesses to the community for the benefit of everyone.   
 
Mr. Goodlein announced that the Michigan Airline Trail Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
will be on May 30th at 2:00 p.m. at the Gunnar Mettala Park Pavilion.  We plan to 
have some light refreshments and a ribbon cutting event.  He invited each of the 
Councilmembers to attend.   
 
Lastly, he commented on the memorial for Marine Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth.  
He quoted the biblical scripture of John 15:13 that “No greater love has any man 
than this that they would lay down their life for their family, friends or nation.”  Mr. 
Goodlein asked that they never forget Marine Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth’s 
heroism, self-sacrifice and his commitment to honor, duty and this great nation.  
He also asked that they never forget those responsible for his death.   
    
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Kennedy thanked Marine Lance Corporal Ellsworth and his family 
for his sacrifice for our country.  It is unimaginable.  He thanked Laure Dorchak and 
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Nancy Dingeldey from the Wixom Historical Society for bringing this to our 
attention.  He also thanked Mr. Goodlein for taking a proactive approach to the 
sidewalk issue.  It sounds like we will have quite a comprehensive study on that.  
He congratulated Hosco Fittings, OPS Solutions and Youngtronics on their awards.  
He thanked all the City staff who helped put this together tonight.   
 
Councilmember Beagle thanked the Wixom Historical Society for all of their hard 
work and effort for making this memorial for Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth 
become a reality.   
 
Councilmember Gottschall echoed the City Manager and his fellow Council-
members’ comments thanking the Historical Society.  He walked over to the 
Memorial before Derby Day, partly to look at the pine trees and partly to look at the 
Memorial.  It is a small Memorial and he hoped we would be able to spruce it up.  
We have a World War I veteran and that was interesting to see.  He volunteered for 
the Derby Day and it was pretty cold, but once everyone got moving they warmed 
up and had fun.  In regard to the video recording discussion, the reason he wanted 
to bring that out for some discussion was because when he read the memo from 
the City Manager, it seemed to him that the best solution was more directed toward 
how we could transport the equipment or store it based on feedback rather than a 
broad look at all the potential alternatives.  He wanted the Council to discuss this to 
see what else is out there in terms of options.     
 
Councilmember Smiley thanked the Historical Society for what they have 
initiated.  This is fantastic.  He noted that the Society is also conducting a greeting 
card campaign.  They are asking participants to drop cards of support and thanks to 
the Basket of Love located in the Clerk’s Office.  He thought that was a great way to 
let the Ellsworth family know how much we appreciate Justin’s bravery, dedication 
and sacrifice to our Country.  He thanked the Walled Lake TV for the past year of 
recordings.  They did a great job.  Finally, it is Mother’s Day this weekend and he 
wished a Happy Mother’s Day to all of our mothers.     
 
Councilmember Rzeznik thanked Nancy Dingeldey, Laure Dorchak and the 
Wixom Historical Society for bringing this to our attention.  Now we can look 
proudly on that monument and it will be viewable.  Kudos to our Economic 
Development group.  He knew Mrs. Barker was doing a great job of getting out 
there and spreading the message that Wixom is the place to live, work and play.  It 
is great to see the variety of companies that we are attracting to the City.  He 
noted that he will be out of town at a wedding in California on Sunday, May 28th, 
but his heart will be here.  The Ellsworth’s will be in his thoughts and prayers during 
that dedication ceremony.   
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler appreciated Laure Dorchak going to Frankenmuth and 
seeing Lance Corporal Justin Ellsworth’s name on a plaque there and noticing there 
is nothing here.  It reminded him that a lot of those memorial-type things sit there 
for a long time and people forget it is there.  When he arrived this evening, he 
wanted to look at the trees and the Memorial.  He had a flashback to 40 years ago 
when he was a policeman here in Wixom going to his assignment on Memorial Day.  
He was to go to that Memorial and the VFW would have a big ceremony.  There 
wasn’t a big turnout.  At that time, it looked good.  It was a rude awakening when 
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he walked up to take a close look at it.  It has really fallen on bad times, especially 
with those trees.  He was very appreciative that the Historical Society took the lead 
on this.  It will be a nice new setting.  Deputy Mayor Ziegler thought the carpeting 
looked great.  Lastly, he wished City Clerk Buck a Happy Birthday.     
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 
 
Catherine Buck 
City Clerk 
 
 
 

Approved 
5-23-2017 
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