
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2016 

 

Mayor Hinkley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at which time the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.     

Present:  Mayor: K. Hinkley  
   Deputy Mayor: R. Ziegler  
   Councilmembers: P. Beagle  
    K. Gottschall 
    N. Kennedy  
    T. Rzeznik   
    R. Smiley  
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  (None) 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
1.) Proclamation for Mark C. Weller, D.C., for his Years of Service on the 

Downtown Development Authority 
 
Mayor Hinkley stated that Dr. Weller has recently resigned from the Downtown 
Development Authority after serving for more than 30 years.  Since Dr. Weller was 
not able to be present at this meeting, Mayor Hinkley read a Proclamation that will 
be given to him at a later time.   
   
2.) Proclamation for Trijicon for their Christmas Holiday Light Display 
 
Mayor Hinkley introduced Stephen Bindon, President/CEO of Trijicon, Inc. He then 
presented Mr. Bindon with a Proclamation for the holiday lights that provide a 
prominent entrance to our downtown area.  
 
MINUTES:  
The minutes of the December 13, 2016 meeting will be approved at the January 10, 
2017 Council meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  
1.) Letter from Dr. Mark C. Weller Regarding his Resignation from the 

Downtown Development Authority 
2.) Memorandum regarding the Status of the Community Center 

Renovations 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   
There were no comments at this time. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  
1.) Departmental Monthly Report - November 2016 
  
Councilmember Gottschall wondered, since we can’t start the remodeling of the 
Community Center yet, if we could develop a marketing plan to see if we could 
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improve our rentals.  Mr. Goodlein said that we would continue to work on a 
marketing plan that we hope will improve the rentals.  We have not been successful 
in being able to schedule any rentals during the day because of the senior activity.  
He indicated that staff is working real hard to come up with a marketing plan that 
will include social media.  We will also try to get an idea of what some other 
communities have done to improve the use of their Community Centers.   
   
CONSENT AGENDA:  (None) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  (None) 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.) Consideration of Mayoral Reappointments 

a. Reappointment of Bruce Faber to the Board of Review 
b. Reappointment of Eric Jarvis and Eddie Osman to the Tax Abatement 

Review Board 
 
CM-12-216-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Kennedy to reappoint Bruce Faber to the Board of Review for a three-year term to expire 
December 31, 2019. 
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
CM-12-217-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Smiley to reappoint 
Eric Jarvis to the Tax Abatement Review Board for a three-year term to expire December 
31, 2019. 
 
 Vote:   Motion Carried 
 
CM-12-218-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Kennedy to reappoint Eddie Osman to the Tax Abatement Review Board for a three-year 
term to expire December 31, 2019. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall commented that he was in favor of reappointing Eric Jarvis to the 
Tax Abatement Review Board but his opinion has not changed with respect to his concerns 
with Mr. Osman.   
 
Roll Call Vote: (6) AYES – Beagle, Hinkley, Kennedy, Rzeznik, Smiley, Ziegler 

(1) NAY - Gottschall  
 Motion Carried 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:    
There were no comments at this time. 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Goodlein extended his best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and Holiday 
Celebration.  We have received confirmation from Uber Advanced Technologies that 
they have signed a lease to occupy a building on Beck Road to do some R&D for 
their self-driving, technologies mapping and vehicle safety.  
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Lastly, at the Wage and Salary Committee meeting that preceded this City Council 
meeting, he notified them that he would be leaving and that they should begin the 
search for a new City Manager.  The Wage and Salary Committee directed Mr. 
Goodlein to begin the process of putting together the necessary mechanisms for 
their review.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Gottschall thanked Dr. Weller for his many years of service to 
the City.  It is incredible to see the dedication that some residents and business 
owners have had to the City.  Back when Dr. Weller first started, the downtown was 
nothing like it is today.  He thought Dr. Weller must be proud of the work he has 
accomplished.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and Happy 
New Year.  He thanked everyone who organized and sponsored the Senior Holiday 
Luncheon.  It was a very good event. Councilmember Gottschall said he sat with a 
group and everyone was having a good time.     
 
Councilmember Smiley thanked Mr. Faber, Mr. Osman and Mr. Jarvis for their 
continued service on their respective boards.  He thanked Dr. Weller for his many 
years of service on the DDA.  He thought Mr. Osman did a great job with the Collin 
Rose Fundraiser.  He thanked Trijicon for their wonderful Christmas Holiday Light 
Display.  Councilmember Smiley said this meeting completes his first year on the 
Wixom City Council and he thanked the other members of the Council and the 
Mayor for their patience and wisdom as he got acclimated to the job, as well as City 
Manager Goodlein and his staff.  He said he has done his best to serve the interest 
of this fine City and he will strive to improve everywhere possible in 2017.  He 
thanked Wixom for entrusting him with this important job.  To all, he wished a 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and Happy Holidays.  Have a safe and Happy 
New Year.   
 
Councilmember Beagle thanked Dr. Weller for his years of support and Trijicon 
for the continued Christmas display.  He has relatives that want to drive down 
Wixom Road to see that display.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays.  Be safe over New Years and go blue! 
 
Councilmember Rzeznik thanked Dr. Weller for his many years of service.  He 
also thanked Trijicon.  He and his family look forward to that display.  It is almost 
the start of the Christmas season when they see their display lit up.  He said he 
tries to compete with them at his home, but they haven’t quite got that much 
electricity pumping through there.  It is great to see.  He also thanked Mr. Bindon 
for their support and sponsorships in the City.  As we saw in the Community 
Services Director’s report, the event sponsorships have gone up each year by about 
10+%.  It is good to see the local business communities supporting our events, 
such as the Holiday Markt and the Concert Series.  It does bring people together.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.  Have a safe Holiday season.  He said 
it is good to see these high technology companies continuing to consider Wixom as 
their home.  We can beat Silicon Valley this way.  It is great.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy thanked all the people that step up and work on our 
Boards and Commissions.  He thanked Mr. Bindon for their display.  It is the 
beginning of the holiday season for our community and he was sure that everyone 
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looked forward to seeing that display.  He said he didn’t know about Mr. Goodlein 
leaving and he wished him the best.  He knew his wife was retired.  Mr. Goodlein 
has given many years of service to this community.  He was here when Wixom was 
a one-horse town, not that he is that old.  He thanked him for his guiding hand 
upon this City.  He hoped he would be someplace warm when he decides to settle.  
He wished everyone a Happy Holiday and Merry Christmas.  Drive safe and we will 
see you next year.   
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler echoed the other Councilmembers’ comments relative to 
the thanks to everyone for their service.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.   
 
Mayor Hinkley commented that it was tough to follow all of the Councilmembers 
on the kudos they have given to everyone.  He thought the light display at Trijicon 
was a nice gateway into our City and he thought he would be remiss if he didn’t 
thank the DPW for the wonderful silver Christmas balls on Old Wixom Road.  The 
other night he came into town when it was getting dark and the snow was on the 
pine trees.  Whoever came up with that idea, he thought it was a good one.  It is 
nice when you come into our City and we have a beautiful light display like we have 
at Trijicon and then we have ours on Old Wixom Road.  He thought it really 
welcomed and warmed people into our community.  It is a warm community and a 
terrific community.  He thought to look forward into 2017, it will be difficult for him 
to not be working with Mr. Goodlein.  Over his 16 years as Council and Mayor, he 
could go on all night about what he felt Mr. Goodlein has done for this community 
and the great leadership we have had from him. We will be challenged with filling 
the shoes of the City Manager.  He wholeheartedly believed that Mr. Goodlein was 
deserving of the position of City Manager.  He thought the professionalism that Mr. 
Goodlein has shown with the staff and this Council and the people of this 
community means it is going to be a challenge for us to fill those shoes once again.  
He wished him good luck.  He knew he would enjoy Traverse City, but maybe not 
now because they have four feet of snow on the ground.  
 
Mayor Hinkley wished everyone a Happy Holiday.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.   
 
Catherine Buck 
City Clerk 
 
 Approved 

01-10-2017 
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