
CITY OF WIXOM 
49045 PONTIAC TRAIL 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2016 

 

Mayor Hinkley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at which time the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Moment of silence for Dallas Police 

Present:  Mayor: K. Hinkley  
   Deputy Mayor: R. Ziegler  
   Councilmembers: P. Beagle  
    K. Gottschall 
    N. Kennedy  
    T. Rzeznik  
    R. Smiley  
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  (None) 

PRESENTATION: 
1.) Michigan Airline Trailway Presentation 
 
Ms. Kristen Wiltfang, Oakland County Economic Development, noted that there 
were four main program areas - Environmental Stewardship, Historic Preservation, 
Downtown/Commercial Redevelopment, and Land Use and Zoning.  She presented 
a County Trail Map with the major trails within the County.  All of the yellow circles 
on the map were rail trails.  They were hoping to link the Trailway system to all of 
the rail trails within the County.   
 
Mayor Hinkley asked if they hoped to incorporate something from the former 
railroad that would run through the City of Pontiac and connect on the eastern side 
of the City.  Ms. Wiltfang said they were assisting the City of Pontiac with a non-
motorized plan for the entire City.  They hoped to have a combination of rail trails, 
off road pathways, and city streets with bike lanes.   
 
Ms. Wiltfang explained the map had an east-west trail connection that took you 
from Port Huron all the way to South Haven across the State.  There was another 
trail that starts in Bell Isle that came along the east side of the State to Ironwood.  
She noted that both of the trails cross in Oakland County in Rochester.  She 
believed it created an opportunity for tourism as folks could stop in the downtown 
areas to shop and dine.  She expressed the trails created a wonderful opportunity 
for people to connect from one community to another. 
 
John Hensler, Manager of the Airline Trail, gave an update on the latest things that 
were going on with the Airline Trail.  They were in the final stages of the acquisition 
of the trail property itself.  Additionally, they had issued a RFQ to local engineering 
firms to provide quotes and design services for the trail.  Once that information was 
obtained, they could take the next step in obtaining the actual grants. They also 
hoped to get a Friends Group started where people can market the trail and get 
others excited for the trail.  He noted that they started to develop a website 
(www.miairlinetrail.com).  Once they obtained the property from the State, they 
need to post signage explaining to people that the property was an abandoned 

http://www.miairlinetrail.com/
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railroad.  They may walk on the trail but at their own risk as it was not safe, and 
certainly not safe to cross M-5.  They planned on meeting with property and 
business owners that had property abutting the trail to notify them of the plans for 
the trail.  They planned to construct a bridge over M-5 that was already funded and 
in the final design stages in 2017.  They would begin to apply for grants before 
April 1, 2017, and if they did obtain the grants, they could start construction of the 
trail in the summer of 2018.  At that time, they would work on the mowing and 
maintenance of the trail.  They hoped to take possession of the old Train Depot in 
Walled Lake; although, they don’t know what they plan on utilizing it for just yet.   
 
Councilmember Rzeznik wondered if the surfaces would be determined after the 
bids came back.  Mr. Hensler said that it was his understanding that Wixom thought 
they would pave their section of the trail.  As far as they knew, Commerce and 
Walled Lake were leaning toward limestone.  He added that the information was not 
confirmed and they would find out more once they received the actual numbers 
from the design engineers.  Councilmember Rzeznik explained how he lived in 
Europe and a lot of the trailway systems had way-finding signage advertising local 
eating establishments, zoos, museums, etc.  He spoke to business owners between 
South Lyon and Novi and they all expressed interested in way-finding signage along 
this Trailway system.  He wondered whom they could contact to make something 
like that happen.  Mr. Hensler said he would be the contact for that.  Council-
member Rzeznik wondered if there was talk about the maintenance of the trails.  
Mr. Hensler noted the plan for this trail was that each City would be responsible for 
maintaining their section.   
 
Mayor Hinkley wondered if there was funding to renovate the Walled Lake Depot 
once they took possession.  Mr. Hensler said they didn’t have the funding yet, but 
the Depot was part of the Trailway property.  Mayor Hinkley asked for more 
clarification on the Friends Group.  Mr. Hensler indicated it would be a group of 
people that would take part in marketing the Trailway, operating functions, trail 
rides, etc.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy wondered if Oakland County would reimburse the City for 
maintaining the Trailway.  Ms. Wiltfang said they would not.  Councilmember 
Kennedy wondered what the Trail Council was as he was not familiar with it.  Mr. 
Hensler said that the Trail Council was a three-member council that had a 
representative from Walled Lake, Commerce and Wixom.  The Council managed the 
trail and owned the trail.  He noted that he was employed by the Trail Council part 
time. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
1.) Public Hearings for the  Sale of City Property – 131 Chambers East  
 
Ms. Barker explained that Robertson Homes was the developer of the single-family 
and condo development behind the commercial property in the VCA.  Through a 
recent title search, they learned the City actually owned a portion of a parcel they 
thought they had title to and paid taxes on.  The parcel was a landlocked parcel and 
Roberson Homes owned all the parcels around it.  It was felt that it was in the best 
interest of the City to sell the property to them.  Looking at the taxes that they 
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have already paid and what the parcel was worth, they offered to cover the costs 
associated with legal fees and paperwork.      
 
Mayor Hinkley read the Rules for Speaking at a Public Hearing.   The Hearing was 
then opened at 7:30 p.m. and closed at 7:31 p.m. with no comments from the 
public. 
 
MINUTES:  
CM-07-119-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Beagle to 
approve the Joint City Council, DDA, Planning Commission and ZBA minutes of June 
20, 2016. 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CM-07-120-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Beagle and Smiley to 
approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of June 28, 2016. 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CORRESPONDENCE:  
1.) Notice of Hearing before the Michigan Public Service Commission 

for the Customers of DTE Electric Company Case No. U-18091 
2.) Coal-Tar-Based Sealcoat and Laws & Ordinances Prohibiting Their 

Use 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   
There were no comments at this time. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORTS:  
1.) Fire Monthly Reports – May 2016 
2.) Police Monthly Report - May 2016 
  
There were no comments regarding these reports. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
CM-07-121-16:  Moved and seconded made by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and 
Councilmember Rzeznik to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which 
included: 

1.) Approval to receive and file: 
a. Library Board Minutes of May 23, 2016 
b. Downtown Development Authority Minutes of May 24, 2016 
c. Planning Commission Minutes of June 6, 2016 

 
Vote:  Motion Carried 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  (None) 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
1.) Consideration of Mayoral Reappointments 

a. Re-appointment of Ken Burzynski, William Conn, Craig 
MacDonell and Arvid Petersen to the Construction Board of 
Appeals 

 
CM-07-122-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Beagle and Kennedy to 
re-appoint Ken Burzynski, William Conn, Craig MacDonell and Arvid Petersen to the 
Construction Board of Appeals with terms expiring June 30, 2018. 
 
  Vote:    Motion Carried 
 
2.) Consideration of a Purchase Agreement for the Sale of City-Owned 

Property at 131 Chambers East (Approximately .77 Acres Within the 
Tribute Development/Village Center Area – Portion of Parcel Number 
17-32-351-038) to Robertson Wixom Village, LLC of Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan in Accordance with Section 3.16.050 of the City Code; all for 
the Purpose of Facilitating Economic Development in the Village Center 
Area 

 
CM-07-123-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Beagle to approve the Purchase Agreement for the sale of City-owned property 
(approximately .77 acres in the Village Center Area, a portion of parcel number 17-
32-351-038) to Robertson Wixom Village, LLC of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan in 
accordance with Section 3.16.050 of the City Code and authorize the Mayor and 
City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City, all for the purpose of 
facilitating economic development in the Village Center Area. 

Councilmember Gottschall wondered if the plan was to have this property be 
condos.  Ms. Barker said yes.  Councilmember Gottschall asked which direction the 
front doors of the condos would face.  Tim Loughrin with Robertson Homes said the 
site plan reflected four buildings that had an east-west orientation with the front 
doors for the very west buildings facing the west and the front door for the very 
east building facing the east.  He thought there were 22 townhome units.  
Councilmember Gottschall confirmed that there would be no front doors facing the 
existing garages of the buildings. Mr. Loughrin said that was correct.   

Councilmember Rzeznik wondered if the City was allowed to go back to the County 
to recover any taxes that may have been paid by that developer.  Ms. Barker said 
there was a term limit so they would only be able to go back so far.        

Mayor Hinkley said essentially, they had paid over $36,000 in taxes but did not own 
the property.  Ms. Barker agreed.  Mayor Hinkley said the net to them was $2,500 
plus attorney fees and he hoped they continue the plan of construction.  He 
wondered when the construction would start.  Mr. Loughrin said there were 42 
homes that needed to go through the final site plan for final engineering approval.  
Mayor Hinkley wondered in the event there was another recession, would there be 
a cease in development.  Mr. Loughrin said they would not leave a half-built 
building but they did build as the sales were made.  Mayor Hinkley assumed this 
particular piece of property would be developed sooner rather than later because of 
where it stood among the other parcels.  Mr. Loughrin agreed.  Mayor Hinkley 
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wondered if the future taxes would be based on the $2,500 purchase or the 
$38,500 that they essentially paid in market price by paying the taxes plus the 
$2,500.  Ms. Barker said it would be taxed based on the assessment.   

Councilmember Gottschall wondered if the style of the townhomes were going to be 
similar to the buildings right next to them or were they going to be more like what 
was being built on Center.  Mr. Loughrin said the buildings being built right now 
were single-family and not a stacked ranch.  The other townhome products were 
attached single-family. They will look similar as far as the brick and siding.   

Mr. Loughrin said they have sold 13 homes this year which was second to all their 
communities with the exception of Royal Oak.  They were very happy with the 
success they had in Wixom.  They opened the townhome models with the parking 
being finished up soon.  Also, they were finishing up Phase Three which were the 
single-family units.   

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

3.) Recommendation that City Council Support the Award of the Contract 
for Information Technology Support Services to BPI Information 
Systems of Southfield, Michigan for a Period of Three (3) Years and an 
Annual Cost of $36,600 and that City Council Authorize the Mayor to 
Sign the Related Contract on Behalf of the City 

 
CM-07-124-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Beagle        
to award the contract for Information Technology Support Services to BPI 
Information Systems of Southfield, Michigan for a period of three (3) years at an 
annual cost of $69,600, and that City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the 
related contract on behalf of the City.  

Councilmember Gottschall asked what the disqualification was for IT Right as their 
bid was lowest.  Mr. Goodlein said that IT Right provided services throughout 
Michigan but they could not provide the individual attention they believed the City 
needed, nor did they have personnel in place to respond to our location in a timely 
fashion if necessary.  The best way to describe it was they had a lot of customers 
across the State and too few technicians.  Councilmember Gottschall wondered if 
they submitted a bid exactly to what we asked for as he was just trying to 
understand how they could come in at half the cost.  Mr. Goodlein said it was his 
opinion that they were able to deliver the services through solving most problems 
remotely instead of offering the individual attention.  If there were any problems on 
site, they may labor for a day remotely before dispatching someone to fix the 
problem.  Councilmember Gottschall wondered if BPI would guarantee someone on 
site.  Mr. Goodlein said they would have people available to come to the location 
immediately if there was problem.  In addition, they had a comprehensive help 
desk and ticketing system in place to solve problems they may encounter.  In the 
opinion of the committee, BPI was hands down the best value for the purpose of 
delivering IT administration to the City of Wixom.   

Councilmember Kennedy understood that Mr. Goodlein liked BPI but he wondered 
what the committee did not like about Applied Imaging.  Mr. Goodlein said Applied 
Imaging did not have the same level of experience with municipalities, as well as 
criminal justice information systems, security and encryption as BPI. Council-
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member Kennedy wondered if Applied Imaging had other municipal customers.  Mr. 
Goodlein said not in this particular format.  They have another part of the company 
that provides imaging and, in that regard, they had many municipal customers but 
for the IT services they did not.  Councilmember Kennedy wondered if it was 
mentioned to IT Right about their lack of onsite technical support.  Mr. Goodlein 
said it was and they explained that they hoped to have someone move from their 
Alma location to Waterford.  Councilmember Kennedy stated that IT Right was 
trying to put someone in this area, they had other municipal customers, and they 
were the lowest.  He thought it appeared to be a no bid as BPI was already 
awarded the contract. 

Councilmember Rzeznik supported the comments of Mr. Goodlein in that Applied 
Imaging was known as a document company. The trucks we see are technicians 
servicing printers in the area.   

Councilmember Smiley wondered if it was safe to assume that BPI would be a good 
company for the City.  Mr. Goodlein said that was the expectation.   

Councilmember Gottschall wondered if the interviews were held at the pre-bid 
meeting.  Mr. Goodlein said they were interviewed after the bid opening.  Council-
member Gottschall thought that was odd because he had brought something like 
that up in the past and he was told that could not be done but it was in this case.     

Deputy Mayor Ziegler said the bid process that Councilmember Gottschall referred 
to was when everything was equal.  In other words, the product was the same.  In 
this case, there was a process in place to interview the people to make sure they 
offered what they said they would offer.  He thought that was the difference.   

Mr. Goodlein concurred.  He added that they tried to make this the most unbiased 
process by coupling different departments together and including an IT expert from 
Plante Moran to perform the interview process in addition to providing 
knowledgeable discussion so they could select a company to perform service for the 
City.  Between the pre-bid meeting and the interview, the committee met with 
Plante Moran and discussed what things were important to the City and each 
Department.  Plante Moran put together a matrix of questions before they entered 
into the interview process.  They interviewed all the companies involved and held a 
discussion where Plante Moran put together a matrix of the responses.  They all 
agreed that BPI was more qualified than the other providers.  

Councilmember Kennedy asked what the notice was to cancel a contract.  Mr. 
Goodlein said it was 30 days.  Councilmember Kennedy figured we could try IT 
Right and if they didn’t do something right, we could just cancel with them.   

Mayor Hinkley questioned which company Darren Stegman worked for.  Mr. 
Goodlein said it was RDSC.  Mayor Hinkley wondered if Mr. Stegman was a one-
man show.  He thought in the information technology field, you get what you pay 
for.  If you did not have any IT service in your organization, it would be hard to 
deem a dollar value to people’s efforts.  He utilized a company two doors down 
from his business and it was great because when they had difficulties with their IT 
system, he would go and ask them.  They moved away and that is a detriment to 
his business.  He had to find someone that can do the work but he was not two 
doors down.  He appreciated the City getting Plante Moran on board with the 



Wixom City Council Meeting ___________July 12, 2016                   _______Page 7 

 
interview process.  He was in support of this as he thought the staff did their 
homework. Mayor Hinkley wondered what they paid RDSC.  Mr. Goodlein said 
around $75,000.  Mayor Hinkley said BPI was a savings and that was good to hear.   

Roll Call Vote: (6) AYES – Beagle, Gottschall, Hinkley, Rzeznik, Smiley 
                                           Ziegler 

(1) NAYS -  Kennedy  
 
 Motion Carried 

 
4.) Request for Authorization to Lease a new Digital and Networkable 

Printer, Copier, Document Server, and Scanning Device for the City 
Manager’s Office Replacing the Current Multifunction Printer that is 
Failing and that can no longer be repaired, to Waive the Bid Process 
due to MITN Pricing, and to authorize the Mayor to Sign the Leasing 
Contract on Behalf of the City 

 
CM-07-125-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Beagle to authorize to lease a new digital and networkable printer, copier, 
document server, and scanning device, a Ricoh MPC3300 multifunction color 
printer, from Applied Imaging of Novi, Michigan for the fee of $131/month with the 
money to be paid from City Manager’s Office’s General Operating Budget, authorize 
the waiver of a bid process due to MITN pricing, and authorize Mayor Kevin W. 
Hinkley and City Clerk Catherine Buck to sign the leasing contract on behalf of the 
City.   

Deputy Mayor Ziegler asked for an explanation of MITN pricing for the record.  Mr. 
Goodlein said MITN was the Michigan Intergovernmental Trade Network.  It 
provided a system of pricing at the lowest possible price that had been performed 
by a number of different communities.  This bid in particular was one that was done 
by Farmington Hills in 2012 and 2015.  Farmington Hills did quite an extensive RFP 
and qualification process when they selected Applied Imaging off of West Road.  
When he looked to replace this unit and the unit in the Fire Department, they 
looked at this company and pricing because they had good experience with them in 
the past. They chose to lease this product as opposed to purchase because the 
experience had been that these devices become unserviceable at a very rapid pace.  
For example, you could not purchase a hard drive and slide it into one of these 
printers because the interface on the hard drive was proprietary and the only place 
you can get an interface was from the manufacturer.  Deputy Mayor Ziegler asked if 
MITN was kind of like the bidding process itself.  Mr. Goodlein said that it was.   

Councilmember Gottschall was confused by the maintenance plan.  Mr. Goodlein 
said the maintenance plan was different if they chose to lease or buy.  The 
maintenance plan if they leased was an all encompass plan including service.  If 
they were to purchase the copier, they had a period of a time where they received 
parts and labor; then it became parts only and we would be paying for the labor.     

Councilmember Rzeznik noted that Applied Imaging included toner for the extent of 
the lease. 
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Councilmember Kennedy noted that his office copier was only one-year old.  The 
repairman took four hours to repair it.  He would rather they lease as he 
understood these things turned obsolete quick.  He was in support of this.  

Mayor Hinkley was also in support as he had mentioned leasing copiers to the 
administration for many years now.   

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

 

At this time, Mayor Hinkley asked the Council to consider New Business #9 and 
#10 so that Mr. Connell wouldn’t have to wait any longer.  The Council agreed. This 
moved each of the agenda items down. 

 
5.) Request and Recommendation to Establish a City Public Facilities 

Naming Rights Policy 
 
CM-07-126-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Beagle to establish a City Public Facilities Naming Rights Policy by the following 
Resolution of City Council so as to facilitate Economic & Community Development 
through the use of various market-based revenue opportunities, one of which is 
branding: 
 

RESOLUTION 2016-55 APPROVING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A WIXOM PUBLIC FACILITIES NAMING RIGHTS POLICY 

 
WHEREAS,  the community and economic development of the City is promoted through the use of 

various market-based revenue opportunities and municipal marketing partnerships; 
and 

 
WHEREAS,  these ventures include outdoor advertising, street furniture, vehicle and indoor 

advertising, and branding; and 
 
WHEREAS, branding is best facilitated through the establishment of a City Public Facilities Naming 

Rights Policy; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the establishment of a City Public Facilities Naming Rights Policy is important because 

it provides guidelines that support, coordinate and manage the process of public 
facility naming (i.e. branding) to ensure consistency and uniformity in naming 
structures and spaces, whether on a permanent or temporary basis, and to vest 
approval of the naming of Wixom public facilities in the authority and decision of the 
City Council; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WIXOM AS FOLLOWS: 
 

That the City Council establishes the Wixom Public Facilities Naming Rights Policy as 
follows: 
 

CITY OF WIXOM 
CITY PUBLIC FACILITIES NAMING RIGHTS POLICY 

 
REASON FOR POLICY 

 
This document describes the policies and general procedures governing the purchase of naming rights 
to City parks, recreation facilities, the water tower, or other public places (“Public Facilities”).  These 
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guidelines are developed to support, coordinate and manage the process to ensure consistency and 
uniformity in naming structures and spaces, whether on a permanent or temporary basis. 
 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

Approval of the naming of Wixom Public Facilities is vested with the Wixom City Council.  The 
administration of this policy is the responsibility of the City Manager or his/her designee.  The City 
Manager will forward naming rights agreements with a recommendation to the City Council. 
 
At no time should promises or commitments regarding naming rights be made in advance of final 
approval by the City Council.  Written agreements must be signed by the purchaser(s) and shall 
outline any terms or conditions regarding naming rights prior to submittal. 
 

DEFINITION 
 

Naming Rights:  An individual, family, private business or corporation may purchase the right to 
name, or place its name on, a fixed asset.  The naming right is sold for cash or other revenue support 
for a specified time period. 
 
Exclusions:  Categories of facilities eligible for naming rights may be added or excluded from this list 
by City Council. 
 
Public Facilities:  Buildings, including the interior and exterior spaces, sports fields, open spaces, 
parks, playgrounds, shelters, sport courts, trails, park benches, water fountains, flowerbeds, sports 
equipment, brick pavers, decorative walls, and the water tower. 
 

REGULATIONS REGARDING NAMING RIGHTS OF PUBLIC FACILITIES 
 

In granting naming rights, due regard shall be noted of the need to maintain an appropriate balance 
between commercial considerations and the City’s stewardship role for the Public Facilities. 
 
The naming rights shall be for a specified fixed term to be negotiated on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The plan for display of the names of individual(s)/corporation(s) being recommended, be it on an 
interior plaque or by incorporation of exterior signage, shall be included in the proposal submitted to 
City Council, and will comply with the City Sign Ordinance. 
 
When a company changes its name, the naming rights may be changed to reflect the new name by 
mutual agreement.  The cost to change the sign will be the responsibility of the company. 
 
The proposed name/naming rights purchaser must support the image and values of the City of Wixom 
and the community.  In general, the following industries and products are not eligible for naming 
rights – companies whose business is substantially derived from the sale of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, 
pornography, gambling or lewd and lascivious behavior. 
 
The City of Wixom shall not relinquish to the purchaser any aspect of the City’s right to manage and 
control the facility being named.  The City Council may, however, impose maintenance obligations on 
the purchaser. 
 
Proceeds received from the naming rights sale are to be used for the purposes determined by the City 
Council. 
 
The sale must not result in additional cost to the City of Wixom. 
 
Naming rights may be renewed by mutual agreement with the purchaser and City Council. 
 
Termination Rights: The purchaser of naming rights may revoke the naming rights at any time with 
the understanding that no refund or reduction of their financial commitment will occur. 
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• TERMINATION BY THE CITY OF WIXOM – The City reserves the right to terminate 

naming rights or any naming rights agreement where continuation of the relationship 
would bring the City into disrepute. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES 
 

An initial list of the proposed naming opportunities will be developed by the City Manager.  The City 
Manager will submit the list, with a recommendation, to the City Council for action.  The initial list of 
proposed naming opportunities is to include a description of the space, amenity, or facility proposed 
for naming.  This list may be amended by the City Council at any time. 

 
Councilmember Gottschall asked if our attorneys advised us that we absolutely 
need this in order to entertain anything.  Mr. Goodlein replied yes.  Councilmember 
Gottschall said he didn’t like how broad it was.  The water tower is one thing, but 
he was looking at the actual policy with parks and recreation facilities and any other 
public places.  Mr. Goodlein noted that the policy was constructed in a manner to 
give the authority to City Council.  The Council makes the decisions relative to 
these matters and we do need a public facilities naming rights policy.  It is in the 
best interest of the City to establish the policy to prevent conflict when there are a 
number of people who want to name or brand the same facility or item.  He 
discussed this with Attorney Rosati in great detail and he didn’t believe this was 
harmful, particularly because all of the authority is vested in the City Council. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall wondered about the process if we decided something like 
parks were off limits.  Mr. Goodlein said that the Council would just not allow that 
to occur.  Other communities have done everything from advertisements within 
public buildings to kiosks along roadways.  Some communities have public toilets 
along the street; some are pay-toilets, others have advertising on the outside.  
Some communities generate hundreds of thousands of dollars a year off the toilets.  
All across the country there are a number of different market-based revenue 
opportunities that people employ for the purposes of developing partnerships with 
companies to create a revenue stream for the communities.  Councilmember 
Gottschall said that was what he feared.  It is pretty much up to anyone’s creativity 
as to what they want to put a name on.  To him, it feels like since we are creating 
this policy now we are discovering this for the first time.  Mr. Goodlein disagreed.  
He said that the policy protects the City and the process.  If we establish the 
process and we say nothing will occur unless the City Council approves it, then it is 
straight forward.  The only way anyone will brand anything is through City Council 
approval.  If there is no policy at all, in his opinion, it gives those people room to 
litigate and to say, “There is no policy so why can’t we do this.”  He indicated that 
the City Attorney was of the same opinion; the policy protects the community in 
these types of situations because all of the authority is vested in the City Council.   
 
Councilmember Smiley confirmed that we don’t need the policy to approve Adept 
Plastics’ request to place their name on the water tower, but we decided to make 
the policy to cover us for the future.  Mr. Goodlein said that was correct.  If we are 
going to embark and do branding, we need to have a naming policy in effect before 
we do the first branding.  The argument in litigation will be that we put the policy in 
place after we allowed the branding to occur.   
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Mayor Hinkley said that in reorganizing and reforming our DDA, we thought about 
some things that we needed to brand to set us apart from different communities.  
To help us with that, we have taken on a new identity as the DDA.  The branding 
we have done in naming that right needs to be protected so some other community 
doesn’t utilize the same branding name that we have dubbed for that particular 
portion of the DDA.  He thought this was long overdue, just like our Red Hot and 
Blue Festival or our Founders’ Festival.  We spent a lot of time and money on those 
various events and it is time we brand those and that those become unique to 
Wixom.  We won’t have to worry about other people taking that name, that idea, 
that concept and branding it themselves and us losing some sort of market share. 
He said he supported this. 
 
  Vote:  Motion Carried 
 
6.) Request for Consideration of a Signage Agreement with Adept Plastics 

of Wixom, Michigan to Place Their Company’s Name and Logo on the 
Wixom Water Tower Adjacent to their Facility at 48556 Alpha Drive 

 
CM-07-127-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Beagle to 
approve the signage agreement with Adept Plastics of Wixom, Michigan, to place 
their company’s name and logo on the Wixom Water Tower adjacent to their facility 
at 48556 Alpha Drive, that this approval be contingent upon their submission of a 
satisfactory and formal design proposal to the City, that the City Council give the 
City Manager the authority to accept and approve the design on behalf of the City, 
and that if such formal design is accepted and approved, the City Council give the 
Mayor and the City Clerk the authority to sign the agreement on behalf of the City.   

Councilmember Gottschall noted that the contract says once the contract comes to 
completion, things have to be returned within reasonable repair.  To him, that 
reasonable repair is going to be different between both parties.  He wondered if we 
could set some standard in the agreement that says it must be returned to its 
current state or it must be painted all white.  He thought this was where Walled 
Lake ran into problems with their water tower that doesn’t look very good now.  
There wasn’t any implementation afterward.  Mr. Goodlein said that at the end of 
the ten-year period, there is an expectation that the contract will probably be 
renewed.  When he read it, he didn’t have a problem with it.  He believed they 
would return it to a state where it was originally.  That doesn’t mean the paint has 
to be brand new.  Councilmember Gottschall said he would rather see specific 
language in the contract. If we renew it, fine and dandy.  But in the case where 
something happens or it isn’t renewed, then it is clearly stated that it is done to this 
standard.  Mr. Goodlein said that if it was a business or company with which we had 
little experience, or that did not have the reputation that it does in this community, 
or that did not have a large number of buildings across the community and has 
been quite involved in the community as Adept Plastics has and that the owner, 
David Connell has, he would share Councilmember Gottschall’s concern.  This man 
and his business has been a poster child for what we wish every business in the 
community would be.  He believed and had every expectation that the term 
“reasonableness” is sufficient in this case and that there will be no problems at the 
end of the agreement should there be a decision not to continue with the logo on 
the tower. 
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Councilmember Gottschall said that when we talk about the revenue we are going 
to generate from this, it doesn’t say in the recommendation that we are specifically 
earmarking this.  The report said that it would help offset stuff.  He would be 
interested in what we could do to make sure it goes specifically to the Water Capital 
Improvements.  Mr. Goodlein said that it would go to the Water Capital 
Improvements.  It wouldn’t go to the General Fund.  We would incur a cost to 
maintain the outside of the tower regardless.  This agreement will not only provide 
maintenance to the outside of the tower surface, but it will also provide additional 
revenue.  Because of that, there would be no other place to send the money except 
to the Water Fund to offset expenses that we would have for the purposes of 
providing water and sewerage to the community. 

Councilmember Gottschall said his concern wasn’t so much that it ended up in 
General Fund as much as it ends up in the Water Fund.  He thought that might be 
cause for a discussion about not increasing rates as much.  Within the Water Fund, 
we can say it is specifically for Capital Improvements, or it is added every year to 
the Fund Balance.  Now, instead of the 15% increase, we are talking a smaller 
amount.   

Mr. Goodlein stated that this year, the $50,000 that we would receive would not 
impact the current rates in any significant way.  The significant impact is over the 
entire period of the agreement.  That money will be figured in to Ms. Lund’s 
analysis next year when she determines how that money over a ten year period will 
impact the system and the rates.  She will lay those rates out into the future, look 
at what we expect the expenditures to be, and then back into the rate increases in 
order to offset those capital improvements and other types of operating expenses 
that we would have.  For this year, it does not make a significant difference.  For 
future years, it could conceivably because over the next nine years we will collect 
$415,000.  

Councilmember Gottschall understood it wouldn’t be this year.  His concern was 
that a year or two from now, we have this revenue and now we are not going to be 
talking about having rates where we should be because we will be leaning on this 
as a crutch, even though it is a small amount.  Mr. Goodlein said that is part of the 
conversations we will have next year with Ms. Lund when we discuss what the rates 
should be.  The largest impact on rates is over the long term, not over any one 
year.   

Councilmember Beagle thanked Mr. Connell for approaching the City with this idea.  
He noted that Mr. Connell is on his fifth building in the City of Wixom and he has 
never asked for a tax abatement.  For him to approach the City with this idea of 
providing extra money for us is great.   

Councilmember Rzeznik said that Mr. Connell is a man he likes and respects in this 
community.  Three material points we may want to consider for other agreements 
under Termination and Survival are change of ownership of the company, exit from 
the community and insolvency.  He wasn’t worried about this particular agreement 
though.   

Councilmember Kennedy said he was on the Planning Commission when Mr. Connell 
was building his last shop on Beck Road.  It got down to the landscaping and Mr. 
Avantini wanted Mr. Connell to do something specific.  Everyone on the Planning 
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Commission decided that this guy has gone over and above everything he has ever 
done, so they approved it and let him take care of what he wanted to do.  He 
created a building that was much nicer than the requirements for landscaping.  He 
asked if the water tower on the picture was what he was looking at.  Mr. Connell 
said that was just a rendering but it would be similar.  Councilmember Kennedy 
thought it looked sharp.   

Mayor Hinkley said that of the 16 years he has been on Council, he has tried to get 
something like this to generate revenue.  People on Council used to think it was a 
dirty word and that the City shouldn’t generate revenue.  We didn’t have a goal 
session this year or the year before, but he often made this particular item one of 
his goals.  He thought we should be utilizing that tower in a fashion that would 
benefit the City from a revenue standpoint.  Mayor Hinkley thought with this 
opportunity through Adept Plastics and Mr. Connell that we will have a long-
standing relationship.  He didn’t think any of his companies are going abroad, but if 
they did, he was sure it would be for a good reason.  He said he was in support of 
this. 

 Vote:  Motion Carried 

 
At this time, Council recessed for a short break at 8:40 p.m. and reconvened at 8:46 p.m. 
 
 
7.) Request for Authorization to Lease a New Fire Department Digital and 

Networkable Printer, Copier, Document Server, and Scanning Device 
Replacing the Current Multifunction Printer that is Failing and that can 
no longer be Repaired, to Waive the Bid Process due to MITN Pricing 
and to Authorize the Mayor to Sign the Leasing Contract on Behalf of 
the City 

 
CM-07-128-16: Moved and seconded by Deputy Mayor Ziegler and Councilmember 
Kennedy to authorize the lease of a new digital and networkable printer, copier, 
document server, and scanning device, a Ricoh MPC3003 multifunction color 
printer, from Applied Imaging of Novi, Michigan for the fee of $177/month with the 
money to be paid from the Fire Department’s General Operating Budget, authorize 
the waiver of a bid process due to MITN pricing, and authorize Mayor Kevin W. 
Hinkley and City Clerk Catherine Buck to sign the leasing contract on behalf of the 
City.   

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

8.) Recommendation to Award the Gibson House Renovations to the Low 
and Qualified Bidder, In-Line Construction, Warren, Michigan in the 
amount of $75,988 along with the associated Budget Amendment 

 
CM-07-129-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Beagle to 
award the bid for the Gibson House Improvements to the low qualified bidder, In-
Line Construction of Warren, Michigan, in the amount of $75,988, with the 
associated Budget Amendment. 
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Councilmember Gottschall asked what the primary use was for the Gibson House 
once this was completed.  Ms. Magee replied that it will be a museum.  Council-
member Gottschall asked if we had people that go there currently for a museum.  
Ms. Magee said that it hasn’t been open for a museum, except for on Founders’ 
Day.  The intent was to renovate it to be used as a museum by the Historical 
Society and to have outdoor events.  Councilmember Gottschall said he was 
struggling with this because he thought there was probably a better use in the 
community for this.  It was explained to him that the reason the City bought this 
house in the 1990s was because the owner had passed away and things weren’t 
selling well so we could get it for a steal.  There were grandiose plans for it that 
never panned out and now we have the property.  It really hasn’t served a massive 
purpose in the community.  He knew it was CDBG Funds and not General funds.  He 
thought we were pouring money into this and there might be a better use for it 
elsewhere, especially if we don’t know what the turnout will be once the museum is 
open and what the bookings will be like.   

Ms. Magee commented that the repairs being done to the Gibson House are ADA 
accessible.  If we use this building for anything in the future, the ADA accessibility 
will need to be done.  This is a process of getting there.  The CDBG funds have 
been allocated since 2011.  If they are not used, we will lose them.  They have 
been allocated in the Block Grant Program specifically for this for four years.     

Councilmember Rzeznik commented that during the Founders’ Day Festival, there 
were some discussions about holding some indoor events like showers.  He 
wondered if that was still in the plan and Ms. Magee replied yes. 

Councilmember Kennedy stated that there was a lady who was going to do 
weddings there and that was when the gazebo came about.  He asked if there was 
also talk about making it into a tea room.  Ms. Magee said there was talk about that 
at one time when there was a vendor interested in that; however, it never panned 
out.  Right now the focus is to bring it up to ADA standards so it can be used by the 
public.  Councilmember Kennedy asked if the house was still in need of repair after 
the flood.  Ms. Magee said that repair has been completed.   

Mayor Hinkley said that back in 2011 or 2012, there was a concept of someone 
coming in to hold different venues there.  That didn’t pan out so we were in limbo 
for a little bit.  We talked about the ADA and the CDBG funds became available.  
Then we had a flood and now we are back to where we should have been around 
2012 or 2013, except that now we have a little more money than we would have 
had then.  A lot of ideas had come up on ways to utilize this asset of the City for a 
variety of different functions.  We even talked about having it where people could 
stay there overnight.  He thought this was long overdue and he was in favor of this.   

Deputy Mayor Ziegler mentioned that a previous Assistant City Manager actually 
lived in that house for a time.  Mayor Hinkley said that at that time, we discussed if 
we had dignitaries coming into the City, they would be able to stay there.  He was 
excited to see this move forward. 
   
Roll Call Vote: (6) AYES – Beagle, Hinkley, Kennedy, Rzeznik, Smiley,  
                                           Ziegler 
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(1) NAY - Gottschall  

 Motion Carried 
 
9.) Request for Authorization to Waive the Bid Requirement and Purchase 

One (1) Replacement Police Patrol Vehicle 
 
CM-07-130-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Rzeznik and Beagle to 
authorize the purchase of one (1) 2017 Ford Utility Police Interceptor All-Wheel-
Drive Utility (AWD) vehicle for $26,443 from Signature Ford of Owosso, Michigan 
for police patrol purposes and waive the competitive bid process because this price 
results from an exhaustive and competitive bid process conducted by Macomb 
County, Michigan.   

Councilmember Kennedy asked if this vehicle was the same platform as the 
Explorer.  Police Chief Yon replied yes.  It is the utility model.   

Councilmember Rzeznik noted that this was a 2016/2017 budgeted item.  Mr. 
Goodlein said that was correct. 

Deputy Mayor Ziegler said that it was also done through the bidding process 
described earlier.  Mr. Goodlein said that was also correct. 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

10.) Request for Authorization to Renew the Firefighters’ Accidental Death 
& Dismemberment Insurance Policy from VFIS through Emergency 
Services Insurance Agency of Grand Rapids, Michigan in the amount of 
$7,667 and to Waive the Competitive Bid Process 

 
CM-07-131-16: Moved and seconded by Councilmembers Kennedy and Beagle     
to waive the competitive bid process for the annual insurance premium renewal 
since no apparent benefit to the City would be derived from bidding this insurance 
due to only one company providing this type of specialty insurance with coverage 
specific to the needs of the Paid-On-Call Firefighters and renew the Firefighters 
AD&D Insurance Policy from VFIS through the Emergency Services Insurance 
Agency of Grand Rapids, MI in the amount of $7,667 for a one year policy. 

  Vote:  Motion Carried 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
Drew Calley, 1207 Barberry Court, said he is a Boy Scout attending this meeting to 
fulfill the requirements of the Citizenship Merit Badge.  This is a prerequisite for him 
to attend camp next week.  He said he is from Troup 272 out of Milford, which has 
approximately 30 active scouts.     
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:  
Mr. Goodlein notified the Council that the Library Director, Cindy Mack, will be 
leaving August 2nd for a new position as Library Director in Brighton.  The Library 
Board is in the process of obtaining a new Director.   
 
Additionally, he asked that we remember the family of slain Police Officer Michael 
Krol of the Dallas Police Department who gave his life and service to the people of 
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Dallas and the protection of those attending the peaceful demonstration that he 
was policing.  Michael’s sister, Heather, lives in the Hidden Creek subdivision.   
 
Mr. Goodlein then read the following:   
 
I would be remiss this evening if I did not comment concerning the recent 
shootings and fatal shootings of police officers across the country and especially in 
Dallas, Texas, last Thursday, as well as some individuals who believe that the 
police’s use of force and authority is most often evidence of their racism and that it 
is an exercise of prejudice.  As many other people across America, I am disturbed 
and saddened by the misrepresentation of the role of police in our society and the 
characterization of police officers and especially white police officers as bigots and 
xenophobes.  I am discouraged and disheartened by the absence of the President’s 
and the US Attorney General’s support not only for police officers and policing, but 
also for the rule of law and its application to all men and women of our country. 
 
As a police officer myself for almost 40 years and as Chief of Police for this City for 
16 years before my appointment as City Manager, I have observed that crime, 
suspects, and community commitment form the basis of the purpose-driven and 
value-based policing in most communities.  While there are probably some 
exceptions where policing may otherwise be affected by biased and prejudicial 
thinking and practices, it is wrong for anyone to represent that bias and prejudice 
are a cancer that affect all police organizations and corrupt their abilities to deliver 
law enforcement in other than a fair and impartial manner.  It is my opinion that 
those who propose that policing is contaminated with widespread racism do so for 
the purpose of obtaining or maintain power for their financial or emotional gain and 
without fair-mindedness and understanding of the risks that police officers face 
daily from the likelihood of contact with violent, and sometimes armed, offenders. 
 
Last Thursday evening, Dallas, Texas was the scene of heroics and tragedy that 
resulted in eleven police officers being shot, five of which were fatally shot, and 
scores of individuals saved by the valiant and virtuous efforts of the men and 
women of the Dallas and Dallas Area Rapid Transit Police Departments.  These 
police officers’ armed confrontations with shooters, their shielding of marchers and 
protesters from gunfire, and their purposeful insertion of themselves into harms-
way prevented many from being shot by wayward gunfire and demonstrated their 
commitment of everyone regardless of their race or skin color.  It demonstrated 
their sense of responsibility for those who are innocent and helpless, and provided 
America with a glimpse of what makes police officers “tick” and their commitment 
to the public’s safety despite grave risks to their own well-being. 
 
The men and women who were injured or lost their lives during the gunfire of this 
incident as well as their families deserve our condolences and gratitude for these 
men’s and women’s courage, determination, and sacrifice.  In no other profession is 
so much expected and received from anyone, to who is given so little affirmation, 
accolades, or kudos, but much criticism and “flyspecking”.  Without efforts such as 
those of these men and women last Thursday evening, as well as the efforts of 
police officers across the country every day, America would become a place of 
lawlessness and dystopia.   
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As we prepare to buy those of the Dallas and Dallas Area Rapid Transit Police 
Departments who placed their duty and the safety of others over their own personal 
safety and well-being, let each of us endeavor to become spokespersons and 
ambassadors of the principles lawfulness, respect and humanity as well as peaceful 
discussion of differences and grievances.  Let us never forget to express our 
gratitude for the strong character, courage, determination, and selflessness that 
are demonstrated by 99% of men and women in police service and let us forever 
pay tribute to the heroism, unselfishness, and gallantry of those police officers who 
lost their lives in Dallas, Texas last week as well as others who have preceded them 
in the sacrifice of their lives for the good of us all. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Smiley thanked Mr. Goodlein for his comments.  Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to the officers shot in Dallas, their families, the Dallas Police 
Department and the Dallas community.  He asked God to protect them, guide them 
and give them strength.  He congratulated Firefighter Leonard Graham for being 
promoted to Lieutenant. 
 
Councilmember Gottschall said he reached out to all the Councilmembers 
regarding the Coal-Tar report under Correspondence #2.  He wanted to bring it up 
for discussion but he felt the support wasn’t there and there were still a lot of 
questions.  He still wants to be there to answer questions and try to build a 
consensus so we can all move forward and try to take action on this in a way that 
works for everyone.  He will probably be calling the Councilmembers again in hopes 
of meeting somewhere in the middle.   
 
Going back to the request from Adept Plastics, he wasn’t questioning their integrity 
or business.  He questioned the way, at times, we do things.  When we use the 
word “reasonable” here, we talk a lot about protecting ourselves from getting sued, 
but if we use “reasonable” here and then we have someone that we don’t know as 
well that wants to give a big sponsorship in the future and we specify exactly how 
we want things returned, to him it isn’t exactly parity between contracts.  That is 
where problems come up.  He has heard in the past that Adept has been fantastic 
with the community and that isn’t anything that was being questioned.  The only 
question he had was that we were taking the City branding off of the water tower.  
In the years past, he had heard the phrase “community gateway” used.  He hasn’t 
been a big fan of the no drive-through policy down there.  He would like to revisit 
that even though he thought that might be the Planning Commission.  To him, it is 
a freeway exit and we have allowed Culvers with a drive-through and we have 
drive-throughs on the other side of the expressway.  If we have an interested 
party, as has been expressed multiple times in this City, he thought we should 
revisit that.  To him, it is a community gateway, but if we are willing to take our 
City logo off of the water tower, then we are also costing ourselves real revenue 
from preventing a business from building and developing in one of the outlots 
there.    
 
Councilmember Rzeznik offered his condolences to the family of the slain officer, 
Michael Krol, and all of those slain in Dallas.  As he stated during the swearing in of 
the new police officers last year, his hat is off to all young men and women who 
choose the law enforcement as their profession.  They do have the hardest job in 
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the world.  He wished Cindy Mack good luck in her new position in Brighton.  He 
congratulated Leonard Graham.  Beware of the Pokémon zombies.  Last night, he 
and his wife thought there was some kind of demonstration downtown.  There were 
30-40 people all staring at their phones walking slowly.  He thought it was like 
Dawn of the Dead.  Be careful because he watched people cross the street blindly, 
staring at their phones.  Two bicyclists almost collided while they were staring at 
their phones.  Take extra care while this phenomenon is playing out here.   
 
Councilmember Beagle congratulated Leonard Graham on his promotion to 
Lieutenant and welcomed back Tracy McMahon to the Senior Center.  His hat was 
off to Deanna Magee, Melissa Harrison, Kathy Venegas, Cindy Longville, the DPW, 
the Police, the Fire, and everyone else that was involved in the Lite the Night.  He 
wondered how many people were there.  Chief Yon thought there were 2,000 – 
3,000.  Councilmember Beagle said there were no problems and everyone was well-
behaved.  He also thanked George Catto at Hickory Hill Golf Course.  He brought 
four golf carts for the Police to drive around to keep the area secure.  Everybody 
did a great job.   
 
Councilmember Kennedy said that his thoughts and prayers are with all of the 
Dallas Police Officers and those injured, especially for Michael Krol’s sister, Heather, 
of our City. He thanked Mr. Goodlein for the bricks for Tony Nowicki and Bernie 
Boyle.  It was long overdue and he appreciated that.  He congratulated Cindy Mack 
on her new position and Leonard Graham on achieving the rank of Lieutenant.  He 
thanked Mr. Goodlein for stating so eloquently his thoughts and feelings regarding 
our Police.  He didn’t think there was anyone else who could have expressed it so 
well and he thanked him for that.   
 
Deputy Mayor Ziegler echoed all the comments made already.  He also thanked 
Mr. Goodlein for his great comments. 
 
Mayor Hinkley congratulated Leonard Graham on his promotion. Officer Krol was 
the nephew of a Wixom family.  As is often the case, bad news is often superseded 
by good news.  Mayor Hinkley’s children went to school with their children and he 
explained that after they learned of the loss of their nephew, their daughter, Sarah, 
gave birth to a new baby girl.  It is always nice to hear that good things come after 
bad.  He congratulated the family on their new granddaughter and expressed 
condolences to the family on the loss of their nephew.   
 
Mayor Hinkley welcomed back Tracy McMahan.  She was great for our Senior 
Coordinator position when she was here previously.  He wondered if she would 
teach us all Japanese.   
 
He said he has a problem with the Pokémon business in the City.  He would love to 
see as many people contribute their time and effort to community service in our 
City as he sees these people walking around like zombies with these cell phones.  
The other problem he has with this is that he almost hit a car twice.  Tonight a 
young man was parked at the end of Center Court half in the street.  He knew what 
he was doing and he anticipated what he was going to do, but he didn’t know if 
someone else would have.  He was doing the Pokémon business.  All of a sudden he 
found what he was looking for and without any look at all, he pulled out right in 
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front of the Mayor as he was going across the other street.  He almost hit him. 
Mayor Hinkley said he was in fear of his vehicle getting hit or people getting injured 
because these folks aren’t paying attention to what they are doing.  He wondered if 
it was reckless driving.  If it is reckless driving, he wondered if we had the ability to 
report these people.  Chief Yon told the Mayor he could get a license plate number 
and report this to the Police Department.  Mayor Hinkley said he was not going to 
put up with it. He wasn’t being a killjoy but he was afraid for his vehicle or someone 
else getting hurt.  This age group is somewhat irresponsible, in his opinion.  He 
agreed with Councilmember Rzeznik that it was like Zombieville.  He didn’t have a 
problem with people doing games on their phones, but he did have a problem with 
them presenting a danger to the safety of residents in our community and 
themselves.  He thought we needed to be more aggressive in addressing this in 
relationship to people parked in the middle of the street.  He didn’t think he was the 
first that lodged a complaint.  He thought we needed to let residents know this is 
going on and they have to be on the lookout.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m.   
 
Catherine Buck 
City Clerk 
 
 Approved 

07-26-2016 
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